2
- 2 -

[image: image1.emf]  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  


PREPARATORY COMMITTEE
OEA/Ser.P


AG/CP/GTDC/INF. 7/12


Forty-second regular session
27 April 2012


Original: Spanish

Working Group to Consider the


Draft Declaration of Cochabamba on



Food Security with Sovereignty in the Americas
PLURINATIONAL STATE OF BOLIVIA

DRAFT DECLARATION OF COCHABAMBA ON 

“FOOD SECURITY WITH SOVEREIGNTY IN THE AMERICAS”

APPROACH AND CONCEPTS

PLURINATIONAL STATE OF BOLIVIA

DRAFT DECLARATION OF COCHABAMBA ON 

“FOOD SECURITY WITH SOVEREIGNTY IN THE AMERICAS”

APPROACH AND CONCEPTS

I. APPROACH

Diverse problems persist in the region which are preventing it from overcoming undernutrition and hunger. Likewise, various crises—financial, energy, food, and climate—jeopardize the progress made by some countries to address hunger and increase food production.  

Important strides can be noted in this area as a result of discussions and reflection, in diverse forums, on food security, food sovereignty, and the human right to adequate food, noteworthy among them the specialized agency of the United Nations (FAO), social and summit organizations, and declarations by governments in the region. However, there is a need for greater coordination between the visions of social actors and governments.

In this context, this draft declaration seeks to define food security with sovereignty as the realization of the right to food. This new concept is called “Eating Well to Live Well” because it attaches priority to food as a source of life for all human beings, in harmony with nature, and establishes general frameworks for building a new world food order that is more just, equitable, and inclusive and includes the following factors:

i) State sovereignty to define policies and strategies aimed at achieving food and nutritional security; 

ii) Comprehensive and complementary national and regional actions to strengthen food production, access, and consumption; 

iii) Agro-food production that protects the environment and respects the rights of Mother Earth;

iv) Realization of the right to food with an emphasis on the most vulnerable and poorest populations; and 

v) The establishment of new institutional mechanisms in food-related areas.

II. CONCEPTS 

Food security

The concept of food security was introduced at the World Food Summit, organized by FAO in 1996, as existing when all people at all times have physical, social, and economical access to sufficient, safe, nutritious food that meets people’s dietary needs as well as their food preferences, to maintain a healthy and active life.
Food sovereignty

This concept was introduced at the World Forum on Food Security as “the peoples’ right to produce, feed themselves, and exercise food sovereignty. The Forum was held in Cuba on September 7, 2001, and brought together delegates from 60 countries from all the world’s continents. Since then, the concept of food sovereignty has been introduced into the legal framework of several countries. 

Food sovereignty is therefore understood as the right of peoples to define their own policies and strategies for food production, distribution, and consumption, so as to guarantee the right to food for the entire population, on the basis of small and medium-sized production, with respect for peoples’ cultures and the diversity of production, marketing, and management mechanisms.

Human Right to Adequate Food

The human right to adequate food was first recognized in the 1948 United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

The Protocol of San Salvador of November 1988 (Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights) recognizes the right to food (Art. 12) in the following terms: “Right to Food. 1. Everyone has the right to adequate nutrition which guarantees the possibility of enjoying the highest level of physical, emotional and intellectual development; 2. In order to promote the exercise of this right and eradicate malnutrition, the States Parties undertake to improve methods of production, supply and distribution of food, and to this end, agree to promote greater international cooperation in support of the relevant national policies.

In 1996, the delegates to the World Summit on Food of FAO also promoted the human right to adequate food.

In 2004, FAO adopted the Voluntary Guidelines to support the progressive realization of the right to adequate food in the context of national food security (Right to Food Guidelines)”.

According to said Guidelines, the human right to food has four pillars: availability of food, access to food, stability of food, and utilization of food. These can be better understood as: food production, access, and consumption, which is the language used in this declaration.
Living Well

Living well is an approach to life expressed in a harmonious interrelationship of human beings and nature, embracing knowledge and experiences, manifestations of life, customs, practices, and technologies, among other elements that are part of the development of society. In this vision, matters pertaining to individuals do not disappear but rather emerge in their natural capacity within the community, in a state of equilibrium between what is common and individual. 

Diversity of knowledge

Knowledge is related to acquired facts; it can also be understood as the diversity of skills developed by societies throughout their history. 
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Article 31 of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples states: “Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain, control, protect and develop their cultural heritage, traditional knowledge and traditional cultural expressions, as well as the manifestations of their sciences, technologies and cultures . . . . They also have the right to maintain, control, protect and develop their intellectual property over such cultural heritage, traditional knowledge, and traditional cultural expressions. 
Mother Earth

Mother Earth “is a common expression for the planet earth in a number of countries and regions, which reflects the interdependence that exists among human beings, other living species and the planet we all inhabit.” (Resolution 63/278, International Mother Earth Day, adopted by the United Nations General Assembly).
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�.	Food security: World Food Summit of FAO, 1996.


Food sovereignty: World Forum on Food Sovereignty of social organizations, 2001.


Human right to adequate food: United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948; Protocol of San Salvador, 1988; and World Food Summit of FAO, 1996.
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