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Permanent Mission of GQanada
to the Organization of American States

Mission permanente dn Qanada
anpres de [ Oroanisation des Ftats américains

NOTE NO. 0123

The Permanent Mission of Canada to the Organization of American States
presents its complements to the Chair of the Permanent Council and to all Permanent
Missions to the Organization of American States and has the honour to inform that the
Government of Canada has decided to present the candidature of Mr. Joseph Freamo for
re-election to the post of auditor of the External Board of Auditors for a three-year term
at elections to be held during the Fortieth General Assembly of the Organization of
American States in Lima, Peru, June 6-8, 2010. Mr. Freamo has had an extensive career
in the field of auditing and has held various positions that have given him a wide breadth
and depth of relevant experience. He is currently Chief Audit Executive at the
Department ot Natural Resources Canada, reporting directly to the Deputy Minister of
Natural Resources Canada, and he is responsible for advising and supporting senior
management and the Departmental Audit Committee on all internal and external audit
matters affecting the Department. A detailed copy of Mr Freamo’s curriculum vitae is

enclosed.

The Permanent Mission of Canada to the Organization of American States avails
itself of this opportunity to renew to the Chair of the Permanent Council and to all
Permanent Missions to the Organization of American States the assurances of its highest

consideration.

Washington, DC April 30, 2010
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Joe Freamo

B.Comm., CA, CIA

Chief Audit Executive

Natural Resources Canada

Joe Freamo joined the Canadian federal government in 1998 and has worked in various positions, all involving “audit” from various perspectives. In his current position as Chief Audit Executive, reporting directly to the Deputy Minister of Natural Resources Canada, he is responsible for advising and supporting senior management and the Departmental Audit Committee on all internal and external audit matters affecting the Department. His career in both the private and government sectors has given him a wide breadth and depth of relevant experience, and serves as a well rounded background for his responsibilities.

He graduated with a Bachelor’s degree in Commerce (B.Comm) from Carleton University in Ottawa. He began his career with an international accounting firm and became a Charted Accountant (CA) in 1979. He progressed through various positions of increasing responsibility and diversity in both the private and public sectors. In recent years he has held senior positions of responsibility for internal audit and became a Certified Internal Auditor (CIA).

Joe has been active with the Institute of Internal Auditors (IIA) during his career, serving in various capacities and is a past-president of the Ottawa Chapter. He also served in various volunteer capacities with charitable organizations over many years, most notably working with the Canadian Cancer Society for 20 years. Also, he has served on the audit committee of a non-profit health care organization for 2 years, and as Canada’s representative for the past 3 years on the Board of External Auditors of the Organization of American States (OAS).

Career Chronology

2007 – present: Chief Audit Executive, Natural Resources Canada (NRCan) - responsible for the internal audit function of the Department, for coordination of all audit related matters involving external agencies, and for supporting the Departmental Audit Committee.

2006 – 2007: Chief Audit Executive and Deputy Inspector General, Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade (DFAIT) – responsible for the internal audit function of the Department, and assisted the Inspector General in performing assessments of missions outside of Canada.

2005 – 2006: Executive Director, Internal Audit Sector, Office of the Comptroller General (OCG) – responsible for the audit of small departments and agencies, and assisted in the development of a new Treasury Board Policy on Internal Audit (effective 1 April 2006).

2003 – 2005: Director, Audit Operations, Chief of Review Services, Department of National Defence (DND) – responsible for directing the internal audit function of the Department.

2001- 2003: Director, Policy and Special Projects, Centre of Excellence for Internal Audit, Treasury Board Secretariat (TBS) – responsible for providing policy advice and guidance to the internal audit community in federal departments and agencies, and conducted special projects related to internal audit policy and methodology development. 

2000 – 2001: Senior Manager, Monitoring & Analysis, Technology Partnerships Canada, Industry Canada (IC) – responsible for establishing a monitoring and audit regime for the TPC program of contribution agreements.

1998 – 2000: Audit Manager, Consulting and Audit Canada (CAC) – responsible for managing and conducting audits and audit related advisory projects for a variety of government programs and departments,

1994 – 1998: Partner, Paragon Audit and Consulting – as Managing Director for the government services practice, was responsible for developing proposals, conducting, advising and reviewing project work for a variety of government programs and departments – with a particular focus on internal audit services.

1989 – 1994: Partner, Bernier Management Consulting - responsible for project work with a variety of government programs and departments – with a specialty focus on the provision of internal audit services. During this period, spent 1.5 years on executive interchange (1991 – 1992) with the Office of the Auditor General (OAG) serving as Director of a Value-for-Money audit team which, among other tasks, produced a chapter in the 1992 Report of the Auditor General.

1986 -1989: Head of Internal Audit Services, National Research Council (NRC) - responsible for the internal audit function of the organization, reporting to the President and the Audit Committee – a subcommittee of the governing Council. 

1985 – 1986: Audit Manager, Department of Secretary of State (now Heritage Canada) – responsible for conducting internal audits across the Department.

1977 – 1985: Progressed through positions of increasing responsibility, working with two national/international CA firms, reaching the level of Senior Manager. Started with Touche Ross (now Deloitte) and completed studies to become a Chartered Accountant (CA). In 1979 moved to Ernst & Whinney (now part of KPMG) and worked in the government services group providing audit services to a variety of government programs and departments – including almost a year working with the Office of the Auditor General.

Other

Over many years was active in the Ottawa Chapter of the Institute of Internal Auditors (IIA), serving in various positions including as Chapter President.

For 20 years served the Canadian Cancer Society in numerous capacities ranging from canvasser to Unit Treasurer. Also performed volunteer work with other charitable organizations.

Served for 2 years on the audit committee of a local health care charity in Ottawa.

For the past 3 years has served as Canada’s representative on the audit committee (Board of External Auditors) of the Organization of American States (OAS) headquartered in Washington DC. OAS members are the countries (i.e. States) of the Americas, i.e. of North, Central and South America, and the Caribbean.
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