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DECLARATION OF SAN PEDRO SULA
“TOWARD A CULTURE OF NON-VIOLENCE”

1.WE, THE MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND HEADS OF DELEGATION OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS), meeting in San Pedro Sula, Honduras, on the occasion of the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly,
2.
RECALLING that at the Third Summit of the Americas the Heads of State and Government pledged to “seek to adopt necessary measures to prevent, impede, and punish violence, the segregation and exploitation of women, minors, the elderly, persons with disabilities and other vulnerable groups, and seek to ensure that national legislation addresses acts of violence against them and that these laws are enforced, recognizing that where victims of violence require legal assistance to obtain redress, every effort should be made to guarantee that they receive such assistance”;
3.
RECALLING ALSO that all persons are born free and equal, in dignity and in rights, and, being endowed by nature with reason and conscience, they should conduct themselves as brothers one to another. (American Declaration on the Rights and Duties of Man, Bogota, 1948.)
4.
CONSIDERING that the culture of non-violence must be viewed as peaceful coexistence, based on democratic values and principles, respect for and the promotion and protection of human rights, mutual understanding, cooperation, and tolerance for others, for the purpose of building more just and inclusive societies. the absence of any intentional, threatened or actual, use of physical force or power against oneself, another person, or group, or community, that either results in or has a high likelihood of resulting in injury, death, psychological harm, maldevelopment, or deprivation. 

5..
RECALLING the United Nations General Assembly resolution issued on November 19, 1998, at its fifty-third regular session in which it declared 2001 to 2010 the International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-violence for the Children of the World; and that in 1999 it unanimously adopted the Declaration and Programme of Action on a Culture of Peace, which establish not only the principles of a culture of peace but also actions to achieve them through education, respect for and the observance of human rights, gender equality, and the promotion of development; in which it declared 2001 to 2010 the International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-violence for the Children of the World;
6.
RECALLING the Declaration on Security in the Americas, adopted at the Special Conference on Security held in Mexico City in October 2003, which is based, inter alia, on the concept of multidimensional security and on the principle that the foundation and purpose of security is to protect human beings;
7.
BEARING IN MIND the Declaration of Bridgetown: The Multidimensional Approach to Hemispheric Security, adopted by the OAS General Assembly at its thirty-second regular session, which stated that the security of the Hemisphere encompassed political, economic, social, health, and environmental factors;
8.
RECALLING that the 2002 World Report on Violence and Health, issued by the World Health Organization, recognizes that the multifaceted nature of violence requires the attention and participation of governments and stakeholders at all levels in all spheres (local, national, and international) of the decision-making process, and that the Report contains specific recommendations that reflect the need for multisectoral and collaborative procedures for dealing with social violence;  

9.
TAKING NOTE of the report of the Secretary General of the Organization to the First Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas;, in which he states that the homicide rate in Latin America and the Caribbean is 22.9 per 100,000 inhabitants;  

10.
UNDERSCORING ASSUMING the “Commitment to Public Security in the Americas,” adopted in Mexico City on October 8, 2008, at the aforementioned First Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas; 

11.
TAKING NOTE of the conclusions of the First International Conference on the Structural Causes of Violence, held within the framework of the Central American Integration System (SICA);
12.
NOTING CONSIDERING the following instruments conventions:
· The American Declaration on the Rights and Duties of Man
· The Inter-American Convention on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters;
· The Inter-American Convention on the illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA);
· The Inter-American Convention against Corruption;
· The Inter-American Convention against Terrorism;
· The Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women (Convention of Belém do Pará); 

· Inter-American Convention on International Traffic in Minors;
· The United Nations Convention against International Organized Crime and its Protocols;
· The Convention on the Rights of the Child; 

RECOGNIZING AWARE:
11.
That violence has a negative impact on the social, economic, political, and cultural development of our societies, particularly affecting children, women, indigenous populations, communities of African descent, the elderly, the disabled and persons deprived of freedom;
12.
That violence is gradually causing harm to populations most at risk as victims and protagonists, such as children, women, youths, and persons deprived of freedom;
13.
That at the Third Summit of the Americas the Heads of State and Government promised to “adopt necessary measures to prevent, impede, and punish violence, the segregation and exploitation of women, minors, the elderly, persons with disabilities and other vulnerable groups, and seek to ensure that national legislation addresses acts of violence against them and that these laws are enforced, recognizing that where victims of violence require legal assistance to obtain redress, every effort should be made to guarantee that they receive such assistance.”
14.
That individual or collective violence constitutes abnormal and pathological human behavior;

15.
That human beings are not necessarily violent because of biological or natural factors;

16.
That it is above all psychological, social, and cultural factors that induce violent behavior;

17.
That violence can be these factors have a negative decisive influence on children and adolescents;at high social risk, with their impact greater the earlier these factors are present;

18.
That poverty, inequity, and social exclusion, as well as the lack of opportunities in societies, make it harder for a culture of nonviolence to prosper; moreover, that violence disrupts social capital, has a negative impact on the wellbeing of the population, and undermines the security of societies, with violence and social exclusion forming a vicious circle;

19.
That the persistence of poverty and exclusion leave our most youthful populations with unachievable expectations and gradually and constantly diminishing opportunities;

20.
That violence in the mass media is a factor that generates fear and possibly aggressiveness;

21.
That recently even children’s entertainment and games focus on the cult and glorification of violence, especially in the most consumer-oriented societies;

22.
That women in our Hemisphere are constantly exposed to all forms of violence–at home, at work, and in the public arena–because of cultural, economic, social, and even political reasons; 

23.
That both the Charter of the United Nations and the Charter of the Organization of American States advocate the rejection of violence oblige us in one manner or another to reject violence and promote a culture of peace as a remedy ; 

24.
That it is incumbent on the family, as the basic social unit, to forge within itself values and virtues conducive to peaceful coexistence among the citizenry, inculcating in its progeny respect for the rights of others, a love of work, and solidarity among all peoples of the world; and

25.
That the family, nature’s most important creation, has made the survival of the human race possible, in view of the long period of time “Homo sapiens” requires to be able to look after himself, and that, for this important reason, the family and its development must be preserved, strengthened, and developed as the best means of realizing the highest aspirations of nations, 

DECLARE:
26.
Our commitment to stand as one in advancing toward societies that engage in non-violence and full respect for human rights and the rule of law in a citizen’s democratic system. that can be strengthened by strategies, laws, projects, programs, and ongoing government, family, and social action.
27.
Actions to be taken by the mMember states should take the following actions, where appropriate: include:
28. Implementing educational programs, in both the formal and informal system, conducive to a culture of lawfulness, peace, and tolerance.
29. Supporting programs for the prevention of drug abuse and violence in schools, communities, and the workplace. Reaffirming that multilateral cooperation based on shared responsibility, an integral approach to global concerns, balance, mutual trust and full respect for the sovereignty of states is essential for dealing with the global drug problem and related crimes, which constitute a threat to the security of the region.
30. Incorporating in public and private educational curricula civic and human values, tolerance for others, and respect for characteristics that may make people different from the majority, with emphasis on their status as human beings deserving of equal and inclusive treatment based on solidarity.
31. Waging campaigns, in collaboration with the private sector, to encourage the citizenry to act on the basis of the aforementioned values and to extol this action by commending people who distinguish themselves in some way by their practice of tolerance, inclusion, and solidarity and by their refusal to resort to the use of force.
32. Guaranteeing that the state has a monopoly over the use of force.
33. Recognizing that the state’s monopoly over the use of force obliges it to ensure that its armed entities combat the slightest impunity with regard to respect for human rights.  As a result, the state is also obliged to conduct a social audit of agencies and persons involved in the administration of justice.
34. Promoting the greatest possible respect for cultures, religions, lifestyles, and ideologies different from those of the majority of the population.
35. Actively and progressively protecting the human rights of indigenous peoples and migrants from different ethnic groups.
36. Promoting, through legislation, formal and informal education, the mass media, and the eradication of domestic violence, with a special emphasis on the protection of children.
37. Foster Organizing prison systems that separate inmates according to age, the severity of their offenses, and whether they are first-time or repeat offenders – genuine measures to reduce the incidence of violence in our penal institutions and successfully reintegrate prisoners into society. that may begin within the penitentiary institutions themselves, through the promotion of unforced, remunerated work and formal, government-recognized educational opportunities; whereby it is particularly important to coordinate actions between those promoting policies to address crime, those handing down sentences, and those who implement them.
38. 
 Supporting efforts by Including municipalities and communities to provide their the recovery of public spaces for residents citizens with safe surroundings, in collaboration with and under the protection of law enforcement personnel and other agencies.[image: image2.wmf] 
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39. 
Promoting opportunities for collaboration and dialogue between law enforcement personnel and communities, whether in large cities or small rural communities, according to the characteristics of each population.
40. 
Supporting existing programs or violence observatories and setting up new ones, in order to obtain reliable, up-to-date statistical data and effectively and efficiently implement government and social efforts to achieve every-day domestic and public non-violence.
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