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PROPOSALS FOR THE DRAFT DECLARATION OF SAN PEDRO SULA:

“TOWARD A CULTURE OF NON-VIOLENCE”

(Venezuela)

PERMANENT MISSION OF THE BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA
TO THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
II.2.E8.D-OEA.10-212


The Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Chair of the Working Group to Negotiate the Draft Declaration of San Pedro Sula, “Toward a Culture of Non-Violence,” and forwards contributions by the Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the aforementioned Draft Declaration.


The Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the Organization of American States avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the Chair of the Working Group renewed assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C.,

March 27, 2009.

Chair of the Working Group to Negotiate

the Draft Declaration of San Pedro Sula,

“Toward a Culture of Non-Violence”,

Organization of American States (OAS),

Washington, D.C.

Contributions by the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela

to the Draft Declaration of San Pedro Sula, “Toward a Culture of Non-Violence”

March 27, 2009

Preambular section

New preambular paragraph: RECOGNIZING that crime and violence in Latin America and the Caribbean have reached really alarming levels, affecting all citizens, especially children, adolescents, and their families, so much so that it is becoming a public health problem with a direct impact on the quality of life of the member states.

New preambular paragraph that could be included in the background documents section: CONSIDERING that full respect for the norms and principle of international law, particularly respect for the sovereignty, territorial integrity, and political independence of states, as well as non-interference in their internal affairs, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and the Charter of the Organization of American States, constitute a fundamental value.

New preambular paragraph 16: That children and adolescents at home, at school, and in the arena public in our Hemisphere are continually exposed to all kinds of violence because of cultural, economic, social, ethnic, and political reasons.

New preambular paragraph 19: That poverty, inequality, exclusion, and the lack of social justice are factors that contribute to the increase in violence in our societies.

In preambular paragraph 19, add the underlined text, to read as follows: That the persistence of poverty and exclusion leave our most youthful populations with unachievable expectations and constantly diminishing opportunities, exposing them to risk and vulnerability, including the risk of being recruited by organized crime.

New preambular paragraph 20 on the media: That it is necessary for the mass media to play an active part in promoting the values of a culture of peace, non-violence, tolerance, and absolute respect for human rights.

Add the underlined text to preambular paragraph 24 on the family: AWARE that it is incumbent on the family, as the basic social unit and as a fundamental environment for integral personal development, to forge within itself values and virtues conducive to peaceful coexistence among the citizenry, inculcating in its progeny respect for the rights of others, a love of work, solidarity and tolerance among all peoples of the world.

“We Declare” Section:

New declarative paragraph 27 ter: Our commitment to continue strengthening the implementation of humanist social policies geared to the protection and integral development of the individual in a manner that guarantees the full exercise of her or his rights within a framework of peace, justice, and democracy.

New declarative paragraph on disabilities: Preparing policies aimed at disseminating the importance of the issue of discrimination against persons with disabilities, in order to foster greater awareness and sensitivity among citizens and guarantee integral exercise of their rights and civil freedoms.

In addition, we recommend a reference to the Inter-American Convention for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities.

In declarative paragraph 29 on drugs, add the underlined text and delete the strikethrough text: Supporting and strengthening programs for the prevention of drug use and violence in schools, communities, and the workplace, while reaffirming that multilateral cooperation based on shared responsibility an integral approach to global concerns, balance, mutual trust and full respect for the sovereignty of states is essential for dealing with the global drug problem and related crimes, which constitute a threat to the security of the region.
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New declarative paragraph 32 on prevention: Promote and develop violence prevention and care plans and programs, focusing on children and adolescents attended to in educational institutions.

Add the underlined text to declarative paragraph 36: Promoting through legislation, formal and informal education, and the mass media the eradication of domestic violence, with a special emphasis on the protection of children and adolescents.

In declarative paragraph 37 on prison systems, add the underlined text and delete the strikethrough text: Promoting the organization of a prison system that separates inmates according to age, especially adolescents from adults, the severity of their offenses, and whether they are first-time or repeat offenders; and that includes genuine measures to reintegrate prisoners into society that begin within the penitentiary institutions themselves, through the promotion of unforced, remunerated work and formal, government-recognized educational opportunities, especially social and educational measures for adolescents. It is also in particular important to coordinate actions between those promoting policies to combat crime, those handing down sentences, and those who implement them.
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