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The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Costa Rica to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Chair of the Working Group to Negotiate the Draft Declaration of San Pedro Sula and hereby forwards proposals for the final document, which are in addition to those contained in its note 031 dated April 2.
The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Costa Rica to the Organization of American States avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Chair of the Working Group to Negotiate the Declaration of San Pedro Sula the assurances of its highest consideration.
Washington D.C., April 23, 2009
To be inserted after paragraph 18 of the Draft Declaration
That the illegitimate use of small arms and light weapons generates an increase in violence, with women, children, and adolescents those who are most affected, and that improvements must be made in controls over their use and marketing by non-state actors;
To be inserted in the operative section after paragraph 27 bis of the Draft Declaration
· In the framework of existing international instruments, pursuing efforts aimed at registration, marking, tracing, and control of the transfer of firearms and ammunition, in order to reduce trafficking and its impact on civil society.
· Supporting implementation of the process in the 2001 United Nations Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons.
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· Supporting the initiative within the United Nations to promote a global convention to regulate the arms trade.
· Urging those member states that have not yet done so to ratify the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA). 
· Urging the international financial institutions to take into account and encourage countries’ efforts to reduce their military budgets in order to devote these resources to social welfare programs in education, health, and nutrition. 
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