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The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Costa Rica to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Chair of the Working Group to Negotiate the Draft Declaration of San Pedro Sula and wishes to submit its preliminary proposals on the draft of the final document.

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Costa Rica to the Organization of American States avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Chair of the Working Group to Negotiate the Draft Declaration of San Pedro Sula the assurances of its highest consideration.
Washington, D.C., April 2, 2009
PRELIMINARY PROPOSALS ON THE DRAFT DECLARATION OF SAN
PEDRO SULA:  “TOWARD A CULTURE OF NON-VIOLENCE”
(Costa Rica)
These proposals correspond to the numbering used in the Draft Declaration.

10. It is suggested that the following instruments aimed at protecting the human rights of various groups be included:

· American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man
· American Convention on Human Rights
· Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, “Protocol of San Salvador”
· Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights to Abolish the Death Penalty
· Inter-American Convention to Prevent and Punish Torture
· Inter-American Convention on the Forced Disappearance of Persons
· Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities
12. That violence is gradually causing harm to populations most at risk as victims and protagonists, such as the elderly, children, women, youths, and persons deprived of freedom;

14, 15 and 16. It is suggested that these paragraphs be deleted and that new paragraphs 14 and 15 reads as follows:

That any form of violence constitutes a violation of human rights and fundamental freedoms and restricts in whole or in part the recognition, enjoyment, and exercise of those rights and freedoms;
That the existence of sociocultural patterns based on premises that some human groups are inferior or superior to others have given rise to and perpetuated prejudices, customs, and discriminatory practices that legitimize or exacerbate violence against these groups;
22. A new draft is proposed:

That violence against women is an affront to human dignity and a manifestation of historically unequal power relations between women and men;
23. That both the Charter of the United Nations and the Charter of the Organization of American States oblige us in one manner or another to foster a culture of non-violence; reject violence. 
25. Delete this paragraph and replace it with the following:

Aware that the family must provide a nurturing and safe environment, in view of the long period of time “Homo sapiens” requires to be able to look after himself, and that, for this important reason, the family and its development must be preserved and strengthened as the best means of realizing the highest aspirations of nations;
25 bis.

That the state must guarantee conditions that enable the family to teach and practice within itself values and virtues conducive to peaceful coexistence among the citizenry, inculcating in its members respect for the rights of others, a love of work, and solidarity among all peoples of the world; 

26. Our commitment to join forces in advancing toward societies that engage in non-violence,  full respect for human rights in a citizen’s democracy that can be strengthened by policiesstrategies, laws, projects, strategies, programs, initiatives, and ongoing government, family, and social action;
26 bis. Reaffirming that multilateral cooperation based on shared responsibility, an integral approach, balance, mutual trust, and full support for the sovereignty of states is essential for dealing with the global problem of drugs and related crimes, which constitute a threat to the security of the region;
27.
Actions to be taken by the member states include We, the member states, undertake to carry out the following actions:
29. Supporting programs for the prevention of drug abuse and violence in schools, communities, and the workplace., reaffirming that international cooperation based on shared responsibility, an integral approach, balance, mutual trust, and full respect for the sovereignty of states is essential for dealing with the global problem of drugs and related crimes, which constitute a threat to the security of the region.
30. Incorporating in governmental and private educational curricula the teaching of aforementioned and human values, tolerance for others, and respect for characteristics that may make people different from the majority, with emphasis on their status as human beings deserving of equal and inclusive treatment based on solidarity.

31. Waging campaigns, in collaboration with the private sector, to encourage the citizenry to act on the basis of the aforementioned values and to extol this action by commending acknowledging people who distinguish themselves in some way by their practice of tolerance, inclusion, and solidarity and by their refusal to resort to the use of force.
32.  Delete this paragraph.
33. Strengthening policies and public institutions that address violence to enable the state to provide adequate and timely protection to all citizens and to prevent social security from being handled by private entities.  The state must combat impunity and strive to ensure full respect for human rights in all spheres.  As a result, the state is also obliged to conduct a social audit of agencies and persons involved in the administration of justice. 
34. Promoting the greatest possible respect for cultures, religions, lifestyles, and ideologies different from those of the majority of the population and political pluralism.
35. Actively and progressively protecting the human rights of indigenous peoples and migrants from different ethnic groups and other minorities.

36. Promoting, through legislation, formal and informal education, and the mass media, the eradication of domestic violence, with a special emphasis on the protection of children and women, inasmuch as they are the family's most vulnerable groups.
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Refer to the United Nations Minimum Rules, support for the proposal of the Argentine delegation.

38. Delete this paragraph and replace it with the following:
Local governments are representative democratic bodies that help develop and strengthen democratic governance and are therefore called upon to promote public citizen security policies and to participate and be considered essential actors in them.
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