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The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Nicaragua to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Honduras to the OAS and wishes to refer to the Draft Declaration of San Pedro Sula:  Toward a Culture of Non-violence,” of the thirty-ninth regular session of the OAS General Assembly.

In that regard, the Permanent Mission has attached hereto a document containing preliminary comments on the Draft Declaration.

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Nicaragua to the Organization of American States avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Honduras to the OAS the assurances of its highest consideration. 

February 19, 2009
Permanent Mission 

  of the Republic of Honduras
  to the Organization of American States 

Washington, D.C.
PROPOSALS FOR THE DRAFT DECLARATION OF SAN PEDRO SULA:

“TOWARD A CULTURE OF NON-VIOLENCE”

(Nicaragua)

· General comments:

Violence is not an exclusively cultural phenomenon; it is influenced by other factors, such as social, political, and economic inequality, among others.

We consider that mention should be made of the commitments the countries of the Hemisphere will assume to address the problem of violence, commitments that entail shoring up cooperation among our states so that we may join forces in combating poverty, social injustice, and inequities in the distribution of wealth.

We must express the commitment to work to develop more inclusive societies that embrace invisible, at-risk sectors, in which men and women, and especially young people, are given the necessary opportunities to become a part of society.

It is suggested that reference be made to the impact that the current international economic crisis, the food crisis, and increased poverty would have on the topic of non-violence. These factors would affect the progress or backsliding of the culture of non-violence.

· Specific comments

Paragraph 10: 
We consider that, by listing some inter-American conventions, we run the risk of not mentioning others that could be as important or more important.  Consequently, we think that a general reference would be more appropriate and suggest the following draft:

“CONSIDERING the inter-American legal instruments adopted in this regard.”

Paragraph 20:

We propose the following draft:

“That repeated and persistent coverage of violence in the mass media is a factor that generates fear and possibly aggressiveness.”

Paragraph 24:

We consider that this paragraph would be made clearer by adding the following (underlined):

“AWARE that it is incumbent on the family, as the basic social unit, to forge within itself values and virtues conducive to peaceful coexistence among the citizenry, it is necessary to encourage the family to continue inculcating in its progeny respect for the rights of others, a love of work, and solidarity among all peoples of the world.”
Paragraph 26:

We consider that public policies should be mentioned in this paragraph.  We therefore propose the following draft (underlined):

“Our commitment to stand as one in advancing toward societies that engage in non-violence and full respect for human rights in a citizen’s democracy that can be strengthened by strategies, laws, projects, programs, public policies, and ongoing government, family, and social action.”

Paragraph 27:

We submit the following draft as a substitute for the original one:

“We, the member states, undertake to carry out the following actions:”

Paragraph 32:

[image: image2.wmf]GENERAL  ASSEMBLY

Considering that in the document adopted by the Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas at their first meeting, held in Mexico in October 2008, reference is made to the role of the state in public security, we consider that the corresponding paragraph from that document could replace paragraph 32 of the original Draft Declaration.  The text already adopted by our states reads:  

Reaffirming that “public security is the exclusive duty and obligation of the state, strengthens the rule of law, and is expected to safeguard the well-being and security of persons and protect the enjoyment of all their rights.”

Paragraph 36:

We consider that this paragraph should mention women as well as specific programs promoted by the states.  We therefore propose the following draft (underlined):

”Promoting, through legislation, formal and informal education, the mass media, and specific programs promoted by the states, the eradication of domestic violence, with a special emphasis on the protection of children and women.”

Paragraph 40:

We propose a stylistic change to the paragraph, which would be worded as follows (underlined):

“Setting up new violence observatories and supporting existing ones, in order to obtain reliable, up-to-date statistical instruments and effectively and efficiently implement government and social efforts to achieve every-day domestic and public non-violence.”
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