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The negotiation process will be under the direction of the Chair of the Working Group, in exercise of its role to facilitate and generate consensus among the member states with a view to achieving a final document to which all subscribe and that reflects a fair balance between national interests and the collective interests of the inter-American community. 
The Chair shall also show and appeal for flexibility in positions adopted in the negotiations. 
One of the purposes of the Chair is the optimal management of the time fixed for this process.  Accordingly, the Working Group agreed on the following guidelines:
· To the extent possible, delegations should strive for brevity and conciseness in the text of the Declaration and Plan of Action. Furthermore, given the common recognition of the time factor, contributions should be specific and prescriptive.  Priority will also be given to conceptual discussion of the document.
· In order to move forward with the approval of texts, the Working Group will hold formal and informal meetings on a weekly basis between April 5 and May 17.
· Ideally, delegations should submit new proposals and/or proposed amendments to the original text by April 15. These proposals shall be channeled through the Secretariat in order to ensure a correct record and timely distribution thereof, consolidated in a proposals table. 
· The document containing the Declaration and Plan of Action presented by the Government of El Salvador is the working document that the informal meetings shall address in their activities. The Working Group will generate the corresponding revised versions as points of consensus are reached.
· At the formal level, where specific paragraphs give rise to protracted discussions, they shall be referred by the Chair for discussion at the informal level with a view to finding formulae for consensus in that setting and the presentation of a report thereon at the next formal meeting of the Working Group.
· Where at least two delegations do not agree on a text on which the overwhelming majority is in agreement, that text shall be adopted ad referendum of what those delegations might report at future meetings. 
· There will be permanent interaction with the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security and the Secretariat of the Permanent Council with respect to the reactions of countries and reformulations in wording.
· The Working Group will begin its discussions on April 12 with the consideration of the paragraphs contained in the declaratory section of document CP/doc.4548/11.  As the proceedings progress, the Chair of the Working Group will hold consultations on how best to address the Plan of Action.
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Notwithstanding such informal meetings as may be necessary, the agreed schedule of formal meetings is as follows:
	April 12 – 2:30 p.m.
	Dr. José Gustavo Guerrero Room

	April 19 – 2:30 p.m.
	Dr. José Gustavo Guerrero Room

	April 26 – 2:30 p.m.
	Dr. José Gustavo Guerrero Room

	May 3 – 2:30 p.m.
	Dr. José Gustavo Guerrero Room

	May 10 – 2:30 p.m.
	Dr. José Gustavo Guerrero Room

	May 17 – 2:30 p.m.
	Dr. José Gustavo Guerrero Room
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