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The Permanent Mission of El Salvador to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the General Secretariat–Secretariat for Multidimensional Security–with reference to the negotiating process for the document “Draft Declaration and Plan of Action of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas.”


In that regard, the Mission is hereby requesting that the document linking the Plan of Action to mandates contained in declarations and resolutions of the inter-American system be distributed to the delegations of the Organization’s member states. The Secretariat for Multidimensional Security had been requested to prepare this document in response to preliminary comments received during informal consultations that this Mission held with the sub-regional groups.


The Permanent Mission of El Salvador avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the General Secretariat–Secretariat for Multidimensional Security–renewed assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., April 1, 2011

General Secretariat

Secretariat for Multidimensional Security

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.
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PROPOSAL FOR A PLAN OF ACTION
(El Salvador Version, March 7, 2011)

1. Coordination of Law Enforcement 
1.1 Establish protocols for coordinated action by police forces of OAS Member States in matters necessitating transnational law enforcement. 

Commitment to Public Security in the Americas (MISPA I): 

“Take note of the contribution of subregional police cooperation mechanisms and of the establishment of the American Police Community (AMERIPOL)”

“Promote the adoption of measures that encourage the sharing of relevant information by the police for the purpose of the prevention or investigation of transnational crime affecting public security in an efficient and reliable way, in accordance with national legislation”

Action Plan of Quebec, 2001: 
“To enhance the institutional ability of states to exchange information and evidence by concluding international agreements on mutual legal assistance where necessary, develop and circulate national reports, and strengthen cooperation, seeking the technical and financial support of multilateral organizations and MDBs where appropriate, in order to jointly combat emerging forms of transnational criminal activity”

Action Plan of Miami, 1994:

“Work individually and collectively to identify the region's narcotics trafficking and money laundering networks, prosecute their leaders, and seize assets derived from these criminal activities”

Declaration of Lima: Peace, Security and Cooperation in the Americas – AG/DEC. 63 (XL-O/10): 

“Their commitment to strengthening cooperation in order to comprehensively address, with full respect for international law and international human rights law, the threats to the security of their peoples, including extreme poverty, social exclusion, the effects of natural disasters, transnational organized crime, arms trafficking, trafficking in persons, the smuggling of migrants, the world drug problem, money laundering, corruption, terrorism, kidnapping, criminal gangs, and cybercrime”
1.2 Strengthen the capacity of police institutions to prevent and counter risk factors that directly or indirectly affect citizen security.

Commitment to Public Security in the Americas (MISPA I):

“Promote the modernization of police management by incorporating transparency and accountability, enhance the professionalization of security forces; and improve the living and working conditions of their members”

“Continue training human resources in public security issues, including the Inter-American Police Training Program of the Organization of American States (OAS)”

“Foster, in coordination with the pertinent institutions, public policies designed to prevent crime, violence, and insecurity”

Consensus of Santo Domingo on Public Security (MISPA II):

“Thank the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States for the draft feasibility study on the best ways to strengthen in the region the training and education of personnel with responsibility for public security matters (MISPA/RE/doc.4/09); request that it complete the study with input from the member states, so that it can be submitted to MISPA III for consideration by the ministers; and ask that it keep the CSH permanently informed of progress made”
Action Plan of Quebec City, 2001:

“Encourage greater use of community-based policing, to develop increased dialogue and interaction of law enforcement authorities with civil society and local communities”

Santiago Action Plan, 1998: 

“Promote programs of cooperation, through the use of advanced technology and with the support of international institutions that deal with administration of justice, in areas identified by the OAS Working Group on Democracy and Human Rights, which include training of police and correctional officers”

Action Plan of Miami, 1994: 

“Review training curricula for law enforcement agents to ensure that they adequately cover proper treatment of suspects and detainees as well as relations with the community”

AG/RES. 2551 (XL-O/10) – Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere:

“Develop materials to raise awareness and to train security forces, law enforcement officers, immigration officers, prosecutors, and judges in the region in the prevention, investigation, and prosecution of the crime of trafficking in persons and in the identification and protection of victims of trafficking in persons”


Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime:

“Strengthening the ability of public institutions to fight transnational organized crime effectively and promote cooperation and the exchange of experiences among states”

1.3 Establish mechanisms for the sharing of successful experiences and practices; establish mechanisms for enhancing knowledge transfer among and providing technical assistance for police forces in the hemisphere. 

Commitment to Public Security in the Americas (MISPA I): 

“Strengthen, within a multidimensional approach and in accordance with domestic law, channels of communication and the exchange of information, practices, and experiences among the member states in combating and preventing crimes affecting public security”

“Promote the adoption of measures that encourage the sharing of relevant information by the police for the purpose of the prevention or investigation of transnational crime affecting public security in an efficient and reliable way, in accordance with national legislation”
Consensus of Santo Domingo on Public Security  (MISPA II):

“Encourage member states to exchange best practices and experiences on the subject of prevention of crime, violence, and insecurity, public security management, police management, citizen and security participation, and international cooperation, based on the successful experiences of member states and of citizen and community participation”


Declaration of Port-of-Spain, 2009: 

“We commit to fostering public policies, in coordination with pertinent institutions and with citizen and community participation, designed to prevent crime, violence and insecurity, and to strengthen with a multidimensional approach and in accordance with domestic law, the channels of communication and the exchange of information, practices and experiences among Member States in combating and preventing crimes affecting public security. Moreover, we will strengthen our national and regional capacities through, inter alia, increased cooperation and technical assistance, as appropriate, 

that enable us to benefit from the expertise of each Member State”
1.4 Review and update the Ameripol statute by redefining its role in the coordination of transnational activities carried out by police forces of the OAS Member States. 

Commitment to Public Security in the Americas (MISPA I): 

“Take note of the contribution of subregional police cooperation mechanisms and of the establishment of the American Police Community (AMERIPOL)”

2. Harmonization of Instruments for the Prevention of Crime and Violence
2.1 Promote the incorporation of crime, violence and drug consumption prevention policies and sustainable programs into legal frameworks. 

Commitment to Public Security in the Americas (MISPA I): 

“Foster, in coordination with the pertinent institutions, public policies designed to prevent crime, violence, and insecurity”

“Promote educational programs, in particular in schools, and raise awareness among the different players in society regarding the prevention of crime, violence, and insecurity”

“Encourage and strengthen citizen and community participation in the implementation of public security plans and programs”

“Promote, in this context, public policies that strengthen citizen trust in public security institutions”
Declaration of Port-of-Spain, 2009: 

“We will complement law enforcement policies with other violence-prevention strategies of measurable outcomes, in areas such as education, labour, health and other pertinent fields, as appropriate”
“Accordingly, we commit to fostering public policies, in coordination with pertinent institutions and with citizen and community participation, designed to prevent crime, violence and insecurity, and to strengthen with a multidimensional approach and in accordance with domestic law, the channels of communication and the exchange of information, practices and experiences among Member States in combating and preventing crimes affecting public security. Moreover, we will strengthen our national and regional capacities through, inter alia, increased cooperation and technical assistance, as appropriate, that enable us to benefit from the expertise of each Member State”
Action Plan of Quebec City, 2001:

“Recognizing that violence and crime are serious obstacles to social harmony and the democratic and socio-economic development of the Hemisphere, and as well noting the urgent need for an integral approach toward the prevention of violence”

“To implement integrated programs that include initiatives for conflict resolution, where appropriate, for sustained prevention, permanent attention, public education and treatment relevant to cases of violence against persons, families and communities, strengthening national institutional capacities in these areas”

Santiago Action Plan, 1998: 

“Enhance their national policies and plans with regard to the prevention of illicit drug consumption, and step up measures, particularly at the community level, in schools and those aimed at the most vulnerable groups, such as children and young people, in order to prevent the growth and spread of this consumption and to eliminate financial incentives to illicit trafficking”

Declaration of San Pedro Sula: Toward a Culture of Non-Violence, 2009:

“Their commitment to strengthen hemispheric cooperation to fight crime and violence, through the adoption of strategies that emphasize the role of prevention at its various levels and the administration of justice”

Declaration of Medellin: Youth and Democratic Values (AG/DEC. 57 (XXXVIII-O/08): adopt policies and programs to combat crime, violence, school absence and unemployment addressed to youth; adopt measures to prevent violence amongst youth.

AG/RES. 2444 (XXXIX-O/09) – Follow-up to MISPA: technical support for the prevention of violence

AG/RES. 2431 (XXXVIII-O/08) – Prevention of crime and violence in the Americas: technical and legal assistance in innovating methods to prevent and combat crime and violence

AG/RES. 2543 (XL-O/10) – Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime: training and technical assistance, and foster existing capacities, to prevent, investigate and eradicate transnational organized crime

AG/RES. 2551 (XL-O/10) – Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere:

“Develop materials to raise awareness and to train security forces, law enforcement officers, immigration officers, prosecutors, and judges in the region in the prevention, investigation, and prosecution of the crime of trafficking in persons and in the identification and protection of victims of trafficking in persons”
“Adopt strategies and/or action plans directly or indirectly related to combating trafficking in persons, including but not limited to money laundering, corruption, violence against children, and violence against women”
AG/RES. 2461 (XXXIX-O/09) – Promotion of Hemispheric Cooperation in Dealing with Criminal Gangs: support Member States’ initiatives to prevent criminal gangs

2.2 Create a hemispheric system for the sharing of successful experiences and practices with regards to the prevention of crime, violence and drug consumption.

Commitment to Public Security in the Americas (MISPA I): 

“Strengthen, within a multidimensional approach and in accordance with domestic law, channels of communication and the exchange of information, practices, and experiences among the member states in combating and preventing crimes affecting public security”

Consensus of Santo Domingo on Public Security  (MISPA II):

“Encourage member states to exchange best practices and experiences on the subject of prevention of crime, violence, and insecurity, public security management, police management, citizen and security participation, and international cooperation, based on the successful experiences of member states and of citizen and community participation”

Declaration of Port-of-Spain, 2009:

“Accordingly, we commit to fostering public policies, in coordination with pertinent institutions and with citizen and community participation, designed to prevent crime, violence and insecurity, and to strengthen with a multidimensional approach and in accordance with domestic law, the channels of communication and the exchange of information, practices and experiences among Member States in combating and preventing crimes affecting public security. Moreover, we will strengthen our national and regional capacities through, inter alia, increased cooperation and technical assistance, as appropriate, that enable us to benefit from the expertise of each Member State”
Plan of Action of Quebec, 2001:

“Promote bilateral and multilateral cooperation and information exchange on policies and actions concerning drug prevention, treatment, rehabilitation and supply control, and develop educational campaigns to promote public awareness of the risk of drug consumption”

Declaration of Lima: Peace, Security and Cooperation in the Americas (AG/DEC. 63 (XL-O/10): “Their commitment to strengthening cooperation in order to comprehensively address, with full respect for international law and international human rights law, the threats to the security of their peoples, including extreme poverty, social exclusion, the effects of natural disasters, transnational organized crime, arms trafficking, trafficking in persons, the smuggling of migrants, the world drug problem, money laundering, corruption, terrorism, kidnapping, criminal gangs, and cybercrime”

AG/RES. 2540 (XL-O/10) – MISPA: compile best practices and experiences in the areas on the prevention of crime, violence and insecurity

AG/RES. 2431 (XXXVIII-O/08) – Prevention of Crime and Violence in the Americas: Compile, examine and disseminate information on initiatives related to the prevention of crime and violence

2.3 Facilitate the technical training of employees responsible for the execution of crime, violence and drug consumption prevention programs.

Commitment to Public Security in the Americas (MISPA I): 

“Continue training human resources in public security issues, including the Inter-American Police Training Program of the Organization of American States (OAS)”

“Request the OAS General Secretariat to conduct a feasibility study, with inputs from member states, on the best ways to strengthen, in the region, the training and education of personnel with responsibility in public security matters, and to submit that study, as soon as possible,  for consideration by the member states”
AG/RES. 2551 (XL-O/10) – Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere:

“Develop materials to raise awareness and to train security forces, law enforcement officers, immigration officers, prosecutors, and judges in the region in the prevention, investigation, and prosecution of the crime of trafficking in persons and in the identification and protection of victims of trafficking in persons”
“Adopt measures for training justice system officials in matters related to trafficking in persons”

“Strengthen the training of civil servants in the prevention and identification of the different forms of crimes of trafficking in persons that occur through the use of Computers”

AG/RES. 2493 (XXXIX-O/09), OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE INTER-AMERICAN DRUG ABUSE CONTROL COMMISSION
3. To instruct the CICAD Executive Secretariat to continue to provide technical assistance, training, and support to member states in the areas of drug demand reduction, supply reduction, drug-related research and information systems, alternative, integral, and sustainable development, institution-building, money-laundering control, and education, with a view to strengthening member states’ capacities in these fields, and in particular to:

a. Partner with universities in the Hemisphere to introduce drug-related educational content into undergraduate and graduate curricula in appropriate disciplines; 

b.
Continue to promote the adoption of court-supervised treatment for drug-dependent petty offenders, in accordance with the legislation of each country;

b. Develop and carry out capacity-building programs for health-related professionals in priority areas of demand reduction and other fields

AG/RES. 2535 (XL-O/10) – CIFTA: organize specialized seminars and training programs on marking and Trucking of firearms, destructions of arsenals.  

Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime:

“Developing and/or supporting specific training programs, bilateral, multilateral, subregional, and regional, which further the goals of this Hemispheric Plan of Action”

“Requesting the General Secretariat to organize conferences and seminars to enhance existing capabilities to prevent, investigate, and prosecute transnational organized crime”

“Strengthening the ability of public institutions to fight transnational organized crime effectively and promote cooperation and the exchange of experiences among states”

“Actively promoting the adoption and use of special investigative techniques and, when appropriate, coordinating their use with other member states to combat transnational organized crime, in accordance with the fundamental principles of their respective legal systems, as well as with the Palermo Convention”

2.4 Create and implement a hemispheric system for knowledge transfer and technical assistance regarding the prevention of crime, violence and drug consumption.

Declaration on Security in the Americas, 2003: 

“We shall also improve coordination and technical cooperation to strengthen national institutions dedicated to preventing and sanctioning these transnational crimes and identifying and prosecuting members of transnational criminal organizations”

Declaration of Port-of-Spain, 2009:

“We will encourage OAS efforts to prepare a comprehensive hemispheric strategy to promote inter-American cooperation in dealing with criminal gangs”

Plan of Action of Quebec City, 2001: 

“Expand opportunities to share experiences, techniques and best practices among government and civil society agencies involved in combating psychological, sexual or physical violence in the domestic setting and on the job, recognizing that such violence is overwhelmingly directed against women and children”

“Create and harmonize statistical information systems and foster the sharing of information and best practices through the use of new information and communications technologies, with the aim of promoting the modernization of migration management”

Declaration of Lima: Peace, Security and Cooperation in the Americas (AG/DEC. 63 (XL-O/10): “Their commitment to strengthening cooperation in order to comprehensively address, with full respect for international law and international human rights law, the threats to the security of their peoples, including extreme poverty, social exclusion, the effects of natural disasters, transnational organized crime, arms trafficking, trafficking in persons, the smuggling of migrants, the world drug problem, money laundering, corruption, terrorism, kidnapping, criminal gangs, and cybercrime”

AG/RES. 2431 (XXXVIII-O/08) – Prevention of crime and violence in the Americas: Technical and legal assistance on innovating methods to prevent and combate crime and violence 

AG/RES. 2543 (XXXIX-O/09) – Hemispheric Plan of Action against Organized Crime: technical and legal assistance, and foster existing capacities, to prevent transnational organized crime

AG/RES. 2485 (XXXIX-O/09) – Special Security Concerns of Small Island States:  technical support to combat trafficking in persons, illicit trafficking in firearms, gang violence.  

Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime:

“Requesting the General Secretariat to make recommendations on training, technical assistance, and capacity-building to the technical group on transnational organized crime, referred to in Section III, as may be required to advance the goals of this Hemispheric Plan of Action”

“Developing and/or supporting specific training programs, bilateral, multilateral, subregional, and regional, which further the goals of this Hemispheric Plan of Action”

“ Requesting the General Secretariat to organize conferences and seminars to enhance existing capabilities to prevent, investigate, and prosecute transnational organized crime; and

Exchanging experiences and best practices of relevant institutions in member states in the fight against transnational organized crime, including the use of technology for this purpose”

Workplan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere:

“Strengthen information exchange and cooperation among security officers, immigration officers, and/or other relevant authorities” (in the area of the prevention of trafficking in persons)
2.5 Facilitate the creation of standard definitions for crime and violence indicators using information contributed by the Member States.

Commitment to Public Security in the Americas (MISPA I): 

“Consider creating and maintaining as necessary governmental observatories on crime and violence with the purpose of contributing to the design of strategic and operational plans for public security and citizen security, to strengthen the fight against and prevention of crime, violence and insecurity”

“Encourage member states to consider developing comparable public security parameters in order to strengthen our cooperative efforts”
AG/RES. 2551 (XL-O/10) – Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere: Elaboration of comparable parameters related to normative frameworks, prevention, victims assistance, punishment and inter-governmental cooperation
3. Harmonization of Instruments for the Assistance and the Rehabilitation of Victims of Crime, Violence and Drug Dependency
3.1 Promote policies and sustainable programs for the assistance and rehabilitation of victims of crime, violence and drug dependency within the OAS Member States.

Declaration of Port-of-Spain, 2009:

“We also emphasise our decision to address the criminal gang problem, its related aspects and its effects on the social environment, which challenge the progress made by our societies in the process to achieve stability, democratisation and sustainable development, taking a global approach that includes, inter alia, prevention, rehabilitation and reintegration of individuals affected by this phenomenon”

Declaration of Mar del Plata, 2005: 

“To criminalize migrant smuggling and trafficking in persons, effectively enforce national laws and regulations to confront migrant smuggling and trafficking in persons, and strengthen institutions and the training of professional staff to be better positioned to investigate and prosecute the responsible parties, undertake prevention initiatives, as well as protect and assist the victims of these crimes”

Hemispheric Drug Strategy, Demand Reduction: “Demand reduction policies should include as essential elements universal, selective and indicated prevention, early intervention, treatment, rehabilitation and related recovery support services, with the goal of promoting the health and social well-being of individuals, families and communities, and reducing the adverse consequences of drug abuse”.

Work plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere:

“Adopt policies to ensure that victims of trafficking in persons without legal immigration status are afforded access to victim protection”

“Develop policies and programs to protect victims of trafficking in persons based on respect for human rights, taking into account gender, age, health, and other factors”
3.2 Create and implement hemispheric systems for the sharing of successful experiences and practices regarding the assistance and the rehabilitation of victims.

AG/RES. 2551 (XL-O/10) – Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere:

“Develop materials to raise awareness and to train security forces, law enforcement officers, immigration officers, prosecutors, and judges in the region in the prevention, investigation, and prosecution of the crime of trafficking in persons and in the identification and protection of victims of trafficking in persons”

Declaration of Medellin: Youth and Democratic Values (AG/RES. 57 (XXXVIII-O/08): “Their commitment to strengthen cooperation in the fight against trafficking in persons and the smuggling of migrants, promoting public awareness and prevention campaigns aimed at educating youth on the dangers of criminal networks and providing protection and assistance to the young victims”

Hemispheric Drug Strategy, Demand Reduction: Demand reduction policies should be supplemented by methods to disseminate information on the risks associated with drug use, through the use of new information technologies and through the mass media, to inform the general public and the various target populations about available prevention and treatment services. 

3.3 Create and implement hemispheric systems for knowledge transfer and technical assistance regarding the assistance and the rehabilitation of victims.

AG/RES. 2574 (XL-O/10) – Hemispheric Cooperation against the Crime of Kidnapping and for Support for Victims: 

“To include the item “Hemispheric Cooperation to Prevent, Combat, and Eliminate Kidnapping and to Provide Assistance to Victims” on the 2010-2011 schedule of activities of the Committee on Hemispheric Security,  in order to promote, at the hemispheric level, an exchange of experiences, best practices, and lessons learned in this area”
3.4 Standardize requirements and methods for the training and certification of individuals and institutions involved with the assistance and rehabilitation of victims. 

Hemispheric Drug Strategy, Demand Reduction: Continuing education and training for professionals, technicians and others involved in implementing drug demand reduction activities should be promoted and strengthened. 
Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere:
“Ensure that personnel with whom a victim comes into contact, including consular officials, immigration officers, police, labor inspectors, social workers, health personnel, representatives of civil society, have been trained in identifying and assisting victims of trafficking in persons and, where appropriate, their immediate family members”
3.5 Standardize systems for the assistance and rehabilitation of victims that are integrated with the Public Health system. 

Hemispheric Drug Strategy, Demand Reduction: “Governments’ relationships with academic and research institutions as well as specialized non-governmental organizations should be strengthened in order to foster scientific research and studies that will generate evidence on the various aspects of the demand for drugs, in order to contribute to the formulation of public policies and increased knowledge on the subject” 

“Access to treatment systems that offer a range of comprehensive therapeutic intervention models that are evidence-based and follow internationally-recognized quality standards should be facilitated. Treatment models should consider the needs of different populations, taking into account factors such as gender, age, culture and vulnerability”

4. Harmonization of Instruments for Social Reintegration and Recidivism Prevention of Convicted Felons Released from Prison 
4.1 Promote policies and sustainable programs that address social reintegration and recidivism of convicted felons released from prison. 

Commitment to Public Security in the Americas (MISPA I): 

“Strengthen and, as appropriate, establish policies and programs for the modernization of the prison systems of the member states and for the design of sustainable social reintegration models, especially for youth”

Plan of Action of Quebec City, 2001:

“To develop national policies and models for rehabilitation or judicial systems for minors, incorporating initiatives for crime prevention, safeguarding the due process of law, and allowing access to institutions and programs for rehabilitation and reintegration of child and adolescent offenders into society and their families”

Declaration of San Pedro Sula: Toward a Culture of Non-violence, 2009:

“The need to continue promoting the organization of prison systems based on respect for human dignity and human rights, including policies and practices geared toward rehabilitation and reintegration into society”

Declaration of Medellin: Youth and Democratic Values, 2008: “That, considering the problem of youth involved in criminal activities, it is important to establish programs that focus on prevention and emphasize their full reintegration into society through, among other things, rehabilitation support services and education policies.  In addition, measures should be taken to ensure due process and, as applicable, decent conditions of detention, within the framework of full respect for their human rights”

AG/RES. 2461 (XXXIX-O/09) – Regional Strategy for Dealing with Criminal Gangs: support Member States’ initiatives for social reinsertion 

Recommendations of the Second Meeting of Authorities Responsible for Penitentiary and Prison Policies: promote a process for the social rehabilitation and reinsertion of persons deprived of liberty and enhance personal capacities, with the participation of the community, to support social, professional, educational and family integration; promote mechanisms for post-prison support

Hemispheric Drug Strategy, Demand Reduction: It is necessary to explore the means of offering treatment, rehabilitation and recovery support services to drug-dependent criminal offenders as an alternative to criminal prosecution or imprisonment. 

Recognizing that recovery from substance abuse and dependence is essential to the successful transition between incarceration and release, re-entry and social reintegration, treatment services should be made available as far as possible to offenders in corrections facilities. 

4.2 Create and implement mechanisms for the multilateral evaluation of prison systems in the OAS Member States.

Recommendations of the Second Meeting of Authorities Responsible for Penitentiary and Prison Policies:

Elaborate mechanisms for the periodic evaluation of the main factors or specific indicators of penitentiary management
4.3 Create and implement a hemispheric system for the sharing of successful experiences and practices regarding the social reintegration of convicted felons released from prison.

Declaration of Port-of-Spain, 2009:

“We also emphasise our decision to address the criminal gang problem, its related aspects and its effects on the social environment, which challenge the progress made by our societies in the process to achieve stability, democratisation and sustainable development, taking a global approach that includes, inter alia, prevention, rehabilitation and reintegration of individuals affected by this phenomenon”

Plan of Action of Quebec City, 2001: 

“To reduce the number of pre-trial detainees,institute alternative forms of sentencing for minor crimes and improve prison conditions throughout the Hemisphere”

Recommendations of the Second Meeting of Authorities Responsible for Penitentiary and Prison Policies:

Technical assistance, through international cooperation for the exchange of experiences which will promote security, well-being and social reinsertion of the persons deprived of liberty, specifically with regards to training and strengthening of penitentiary schools. 

Recommendations of the First Meeting of Authorities Responsible for Penitentiary and Prison Policies: 

Strengthen the exchange of information on the following topics: 1) prison overpopulation; 2) participation of the private sector in the construction and maintenance of the penitentiary centers, as well as for the provision of goods and services; 3) programs for the training, rehabilitation and social reinsertion of deprived of liberty; 4) training addressed to penitentiary personnel; 5) crime in prisons; 6) alternatives to imprisonment; 7) inclusion of the penitentiary policy into a state policy 

4.4 Create and implement a hemispheric system for knowledge transfer and technical assistance regarding the social reintegration of convicted felons released from prison. 

Plan of Action of Santiago, 1998: 

“Governments will continue their efforts to improve conditions of detention and enhance human rights education for the respective officials involved in the administration of justice”

“Promote programs of cooperation, through the use of advanced technology and with the support of international institutions that deal with administration of justice, in areas identified by the OAS Working Group on Democracy and Human Rights, which include training of police and correctional officers”
Conclusions and recommendations of the Second Meeting of Authorities Responsible for Penitentiary and Prison Policies:

Improve the training, education and work conditions of the penitentiary personnel

5. Harmonization of Laws on Security
5.1 Develop regulations regarding citizen security and incorporate them in the formulation of strategies and public policies on violence prevention and community development by the OAS Member States.

Declaration on Security in the Americas, 2003: technical cooperation to strengthen national legal frameworks against transnational organized crime


Commitment to Public Security in the Americas (MISPA I):

“Foster and strengthen comprehensive long-term governmental public security policies, with full respect for human rights”

“Strengthen, within the context of those policies, the capacity of our states to promote citizen security and to respond effectively to insecurity, crime, and violence, by adapting their legal framework, structures, operational procedures, and management mechanisms, as necessary”

Plan of Action of Quebec City, 2001: 

“Develop additional policies and practices to combat violence against women, including domestic violence”

Plan of Action of Santiago, 1998: 

“encourage States, that have not already done so, to adopt the necessary legislative or other measures to ensure effective international cooperation to prevent and combat illicit transnational traffic in firearms and ammunition, while establishing, or strengthening, systems to enhance the tracing of firearms used in criminal activity”

“promote reforms or create new laws to eliminate all forms of discrimination  and violence against women and to guarantee the protection of children’s rights”

5.2 Promote the standardization of legal definitions of new security threats such as extortion, abduction and murder within OAS Member States; promote the standardization of legal definitions of transnational crimes such as drug, arms and human trafficking, gang related crime and violence and financial crimes.

Declaration on Security in the Americas, 2003: “We shall also improve coordination and technical cooperation to strengthen national institutions dedicated to preventing and sanctioning these transnational crimes and identifying and prosecuting members of transnational criminal organizations”
“We shall combat transnational organized crime, inter alia, by fully implementing the obligations contracted by the states parties to the United Nations Convention on Transnational Organized Crime and its three protocols, so that money laundering, kidnapping, illicit trafficking in human beings, corruption, and other related crimes are criminalized in the Hemisphere and so that the assets from the proceeds of these crimes are identified, traced, frozen or seized and are ultimately confiscated and disposed of.”
Declaration of Port-of-Spain, 2009: 

“We will redouble our efforts to prevent access to our financial systems by funds/assets of illicit origin, through national measures and international cooperation to identify, track, freeze, seize or forfeit the funds/assets that are proceeds of criminal activity, and determine their destination and/or return in accordance with our national legislation and international law”

Plan of Action of Mar del Plata, 2005: 

“To criminalize migrant smuggling and trafficking in persons, effectively enforce national laws and regulations to confront migrant smuggling and trafficking in persons”

Plan of Action of Quebec City, 2001: “Promote cooperation to modernize criminal law, using information and communications technologies as appropriate, with a focus on human rights training and prevention of acts of violence, particularly violence perpetrated by law enforcement officials, in order to reduce violence against civilians and foster values necessary in our societies to retain social harmony”

PROGRAM OF ACTION OF IXTAPA 1990: 
To recommend to the member states that they encourage banks and financial institutions to cooperate with the competent authorities to prevent the laundering of property and proceeds related to illicit drug trafficking and to facilitate the identification, tracing, seizure and forfeiture of such property and proceeds.

To recommend to the member states that, within the framework of their respective legal systems, they consider developing mechanisms and procedures for bilateral and multilateral cooperation to prevent the laundering of property and proceeds related to illicit drug trafficking and to facilitate the identification, tracing, seizure and forfeiture of such property and proceeds.
Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere:

“Ensure that laws criminalize trafficking in persons in a manner consistent with the definition of trafficking in persons contained in Article 3 of the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime”

“Encourage the adoption of criminal penalties for trafficking offenses that are commensurate with those of other serious crimes as defined by the United Nations Convention on Transnational Organized Crime.”
5.3 Promote judicial cooperation among OAS Member States by standardizing framework agreements on procedures related to the criminal justice system, extradition, and other measures for mutual legal assistance. 

Declaration on Security in the Americas, 2003: 
“We renew our commitment to fighting it by strengthening the domestic legal framework, the rule of law, and multilateral cooperation, respectful of the sovereignty of each state, in particular through the exchange of information, mutual legal assistance, and extradition”


Commitment to Public Security in the Americas (MISPA I):

“Call upon the member states to recognize the role of mutual legal assistance and extradition in response to the commission, execution, planning, preparation, or financing of terrorist acts and organized crime, in accordance with their domestic law and established international conventions”

Plan of Action of Quebec City, 2001:

“Review national laws and policies to improve cooperation in areas such as mutual legal assistance, extradition and deportation to countries of origin, acknowledging the serious concerns of countries that deport certain foreign nationals for committing crimes in those countries and the serious concerns of the receiving countries about the negative effect of these deportations on the incidence of criminality in the countries of origin, and express the desire to work together, as appropriate, to address the negative effects on our societies”

AG/RES. 2574 (XL-0/10) – Hemispheric Cooperation against the crime of kidnapping and for the support to victims:

“To encourage the member states, in accordance with their domestic legislation,  to continue to promote international cooperation, including extradition, mutual legal assistance, collaboration among law enforcement authorities, and information exchange and analysis, with a view to preventing, punishing, and eliminating kidnapping in a context of the rule of law and respect for human rights.”
Declaration on Strengthening Border Controls and international Cooperation in the Fight against Terrorism, 2009: “The importance of adopting measures to strengthen international cooperation mechanisms, especially at the hemispheric level, including the application of extradition and mutual legal assistance as well as the exchange of information, including financial information, in accordance with domestic law, in order to find, deny safe haven to, and bring to justice any person who supports, facilitates, participates, or attempts to participate in the financing, planning, preparation, or commission of terrorist acts or provides safe haven”

Hemispheric Drug Strategy, International Cooperation: 
“Promote the harmonization of national legal norms, regulations and internal procedures in order to implement hemispheric judicial cooperation mechanisms and mutual legal assistance in connection with drug trafficking and related crimes” 
Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere:

“Strengthen, in accordance with domestic laws, mechanisms for cooperation among the member states on judicial investigation, mutual legal assistance, and extradition, in accordance with the Inter-American Convention on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters and other applicable instruments”

“Continue to strengthen immediate operational contacts for information exchange; as well as mechanisms for coordinated judicial cooperation and research, special investigative techniques, administrative cooperation, mutual legal assistance, extradition, and, as much as possible, intelligence, in order to identify the modus operandi, routes, and movements of traffickers between the countries of origin, transit, and destination”

5.4 Promote the elaboration of laws and standard regulations regarding citizen security.

AG/RES. 2535 (XL-O/10) – CIFTA: promote the model legislations in the Framework of CIFTA

AG/RES. 2348 (XXXVII-O/07) : prepare a model legislation against trafficking in persons in the OAS context, on the basis of the UN Convention.  
5.5 Create and implement a hemispheric system for the sharing of successful experiences and practices regarding municipal and local community development. 

Declaration on Security in the Americas, 2003: 

“We agree, in the context of our commitment to a democratic culture, to strengthen civil society participation in considering, developing, and implementing multidimensional approaches to security”
Commitment to Public Security in the Americas (MISPA I):
“Encourage and strengthen citizen and community participation in the implementation of public security plans and programs”

“Encourage and strengthen social responsibility as well as a culture of comprehensive prevention of crime, violence, and insecurity, with the participation of citizens, the community, the media, and the private sector”

“Promote the exchange of experiences coming from civil society that contribute to strengthening public security”
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Declaration of San Pedro Sula: Toward a Culture of Non-Violence, 2009:

“The need to promote opportunities for collaboration and dialogue between public officials and communities, according to the characteristics of each population, in order to develop violence prevention and conflict resolution programs”

Plan of Action Mar del Plata, 2005: To continue to strengthen regional cooperation and the mobilization of resources to advance in the fight against the production, trafficking and consumption of illicit drugs and psychotropic substances, calling upon the countries of the hemisphere, in cooperation with the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), to: develop, implement, and evaluate substance abuse prevention programs, in particular for children and young people, such as “Life Skills”, among others; expand the “Program to Estimate the Human, Social, and Economic Cost of Drugs in the Americas”; and promote support for the integral and sustainable development strategies carried out by the countries affected by cultivation and production of illicit drugs.

Hemispheric Drug Strategy, Institutional Strenghtening: They shall design and implement a national drug policy, subject to periodic update, covering all aspects of the problem, assign responsibilities among the institutions involved, and define programs and lines of action with the goal of addressing the problem in a comprehensive manner, including, where appropriate, the decentralization of public policies on drugs.
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