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No. Wash/082/10/JK/mr
March 03, 2010

His Excellency Ambassador José Enrique Castillo

Permanent Representative of Costa Riea

to the Organization of American States
Washington D.C,

. Excellency,

[ have the honor to refer to the upcoming elections for Secretary Gencral and Assistant
Secretary General of the Orpanization of American States, to be held at the thirty - ninth
special session of the OAS General Assembly on March 24, 2010.

] have the furtber honor to transmit for your attention, the curriculum vitae of
Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, whose candidature was presented by the government of
Suvriname and endorsed by the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) for the position of
Assistant Secretary General of the Organization of American, States,

Please accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highe rdeTation—~





PREPARATORY COMMITTEE



OEA/Ser.P



AG/CP/INF. 585/09 add. 1


3 March 2010


Original: English
CANDIDACY FOR THE POSITION OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
Ambassador Albert Ramchand Ramdin
(Presented by the Government of Suriname)
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PROFILE OF AMBASSADOR ALBERT R. RAMDIN

ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
Ambassador Albert Ramdin, a national of the Republic of Suriname, was elected Assistant Secretary General of the Organization of American States during the 35th Regular Session of the OAS General Assembly.  
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Ambassador Ramdin has had a long and distinguished career in public   service at the international, hemispheric, regional and national levels.  Prior to his election, he served as Ambassador-at-Large and Special Adviser on Western Hemisphere Affairs to the Government of the Republic of Suriname. He also previously served as Senior Adviser to the Minister of Trade and Industry of Suriname and was intensely involved in the implementation of Suriname’s Structural Adjustment Program, implementation of the industrial development program and the restructuring of the Ministry of Trade and Industry.  He was a member of several national policy development committees, including the “Investment Fund" and "Privatisation of State Enterprises" committees. In 1995, Ramdin joined a multinational company as marketing director. Two years later, he returned to public service and was appointed Adviser to the Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Finance of Suriname.  

In 1997, Ramdin was appointed Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary and Permanent Representative of Suriname to the OAS. He also served concurrently as Suriname’s non-resident Ambassador to Costa Rica. During his tenure as Suriname’s Permanent Representative to the OAS, he served as Chair of the Permanent Council (1998) and Chair of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (1999). Ambassador Ramdin was Coordinator of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Ambassadors Caucus in Washington, DC from January to July 1998, a period which coincided with his nation’s Chairmanship of CARICOM.  He served as CARICOM Co-Chair of the CARICOM-Central America High-Level Technical Committee which spearheaded preparations for the Fourth Meeting of CARICOM and Central American Foreign Ministers in March 1999. He also represented his country in the preparatory meetings for the Second Summit of the Americas and in trade negotiations. 

From 1999-2001, Ambassador Ramdin served as Assistant Secretary-General for Foreign and Community Relations of CARICOM. His responsibilities included foreign policy coordination within the Caribbean Community; strengthening relations among its member states; representing CARICOM at international, hemispheric and regional conferences; and advocating a proactive foreign policy for the region. A strong supporter of building alliances with other regional integration movements and economic groupings in the Hemisphere, Ambassador Ramdin played a leading role in strengthening relations with the Central American Integration System and the Andean Community, and contributed to increased cooperation between CARICOM and these organizations. He also spearheaded efforts to revitalize relations and functional cooperation arrangements with Mexico and Japan.

Ambassador Ramdin coordinated CARICOM’s technical preparations for the Third Summit of the Americas in April 2001 in Quebec City, Canada, and played a major role in CARICOM’s successful inclusion of key priority areas in the final text of the Summit’s Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action. Subsequently, he was appointed Adviser to the OAS Secretary-General. As principal political adviser on the Caribbean, he was actively engaged with the situation in Haiti, special challenges of small states, and the hemispheric trade agenda. He was also the Secretary-General’s representative on the OAS Gender Mainstreaming Committee. 

Since his election in 2005, Assistant Secretary General Ramdin has diligently worked to advance a comprehensive development agenda. He has directly engaged countries to determine priority needs and supported initiatives aimed at promoting innovation, energy security and environmental sustainability.  In that regard, he has helped secure funding from donor countries and international financial institutions. Additionally, he has proposed strengthening the development agenda through the establishment of a Permanent Committee on Development at the OAS. He has led the dialogue on this reform based on his conviction that this would underscore the political priority of the development agenda. 
Underscoring his personal commitment to the cause of democracy, Assistant Secretary General Ramdin has been chief of electoral observation missions in St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Jamaica, Grenada, Panama and Guyana. In that capacity, he has observed election day results and played a key role in facilitating political dialogue among key actors in the pre- and post-election periods to ensure the enabling environment for peaceful, free, fair and credible elections, and safeguard the credibility of the electoral process.

For more than 10 years, Ramdin has been involved in helping the government and people of Haiti build and consolidate peace and stability.  ASG Ramdin currently chairs the OAS Haiti Group of Friends and Haiti Task Force. He continues his longstanding commitment to provide concrete support to Haiti by improving coordination on policy, planning and resource mobilization; matching international assistance with priorities of the Haitian government and citizenry; and maintaining international support for Haiti. His efforts have led to the creation of an inter-American Program on Haiti, the first structured collaboration among all the inter-American agencies and donors providing support to that country. These mechanisms have played an important role in facilitating and coordinating inter-American response in the wake of the January 12 earthquake in Haiti. 

ASG Ramdin has sought to help guide the institution into a more structured cooperation framework whereby the OAS can share with other regions the organization’s proven experience in conflict prevention and peace-building. A strong advocate of “quiet diplomacy,” ASG Ramdin has successfully utilized this mechanism for facilitating the resolution of intra-state tensions. He has spoken extensively throughout the Americas, Europe and Asia on the importance of structural peace-building for creating conditions for long term development and has worked to strengthen the security and development portfolios of the OAS as bedrock elements for consolidating and advancing democracy.
He has championed the strengthening of relations among sub-regions at political and technical levels, including increased collaboration with sub-regional secretariats.  These efforts have led to joint initiatives on education, rural development, youth-at-risk, and other programs. ASG Ramdin has also worked to build a new cooperation framework and revitalize working relationship with the United Nations, Inter-American Institute of Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), the Pan-American Development Foundation (PADF), International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), la Francophonie and others. 

Having served as his country’s Permanent Representative to the OAS, as a senior political advisor within the organization, and as an elected official, ASG Ramdin has a comprehensive understanding of the OAS and the inter-American system. With this unique perspective, he will continue to work to strengthen and modernize the institution, its key strengths and capabilities, and respond to the needs and aspirations of member states. 
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