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CANDIDACIES FOR VACANCIES THAT WILL OCCUR ON THE INTER-AMERICAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS, FOR WHICH ELECTIONS WILL BE HELD AT THE 
FORTY-SECOND REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

(Colombia)
Permanent Mission of Colombia

to the 
Organization of American States
MPC/OEA No. 125

Washington, D.C., January 24, 2012

Excellency:


I have the honor of writing to advise you of the decision of the Government of the Republic of Colombia to nominate Dr. Humberto Sierra Porto as a candidate to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights of the Organization of American States, for which elections will be held in the framework of the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly, in Cochabamba, Bolivia, from June 3 to 5.


Dr. Humberto Sierra Porto is an eminent jurist and currently a judge on the Constitutional Court, a position for which he was elected in 2004 for a term of eight years. He possesses great knowledge of—and a wealth of experience in—the inter-American system and has authored several publications on constitutional justice, sources of law, and parliamentary law. He is also a litigator before the State Council, an advisor on legislative affairs to the House of Representatives, and a civil service attorney.


I would be grateful if the General Secretariat would inform the missions to the Organization of the nomination of this candidate by the Government of Colombia.


Sincerely yours,


Carlos Iván Plazas Herrera


Minister Plenipotentiary, Alternate Representative

His Excellency

José Miguel Insulza

Secretary General
Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

REPUBLIC OF COLOMBIA

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

DM/DVAM/DAPM/GAIOM No. 3899

Bogotá, January 20, 2012

Excellency:


I have the honor of writing in order to nominate Dr. Humberto Sierra Porto as the Colombian candidate for the position of judge on the Inter-American Court of Human Rights in the elections that will be held in the framework of the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American states (OAS), which will take place in Cochabamba, Bolivia, from June 3 to 5 this year.


Dr. Humberto Sierra Porto has extensive academic qualifications. He obtained his law degree at the Universidad Externado of Colombia, specialized in constitutional law and political science at the Center for Constitutional Studies, Madrid, and holds a doctorate in public law, political science, and juridical philosophy from the Universidad Autónoma, Madrid. He is also a full-time professor at his alma mater in Colombia.
His Excellency

José Miguel Insulza

Secretary General

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.


In the professional sphere the positions held by the Colombian candidate have included, inter alia, advisor on constitutional matters to the Honorable House of Representatives (1998-1999), associate judge of the Constitutional Court (2001), and litigator before the State Council. Dr. Sierra Porto currently serves as a judge on the Constitutional Court (since 2004), a position to which he was elected for a term of eight years, due to conclude in August. He was also president of that body from 2008 to 2009.

I avail myself of this opportunity, Excellency, to convey assurances of my highest and most distinguished consideration.


Maria Angela Holguin Cuellar

Minister of Foreign Affairs

http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2012/AG05498ECV.doc 
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