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1. Presentation by Mr. Demetrios Papademetriou, President of the Migration Policy Institute
Mr. Demetrios Papademetriou, President and co-founder of the Migration Policy Institute–a think-tank entirely dedicated to the study of international migration–was a special guest at the Special Committee on Migration Issues, where he gave a brief presentation on the different migration-related topics addressed by the Institute.  Mr. Papademetriou compared migration and mobility, stressing the fact that migration normally occurs when a final decision is made to move and settle in another country, whereas mobility refers to people moving from place to place while maintaining their native language and culture, as well as preserving economic interests in both their country of origin and their country of destination.

Mr. Papademetriou noted that there were a series of fundamental inconsistencies between the administrative arrangements and institutions established to handle migration and the real reasons why people migrate.  For that reason, some countries might have problems related to migration.  He also addressed the subject of “illegality” in the context of migration-related issues, noting that it was this notion that triggered the most controversy.  Furthermore, Mr. Papademetriou underscored that the solution lay in establishing legal, safe, and orderly migration flows.  He also dealt with discrimination in migration and the human rights of migrants.

The delegations each expressed their respective points of view on the difference between mobility and migration, and on the differences in culture and perception concerning migration issues and the effects that migration has on societies, cultures, and countries.  Mr. Papademetriou answered questions and comments expressed by the different delegations.

Finally, Mr. Papademetriou noted the importance of sharing best practices, including a comprehensive immigration reform that reduces cases of violations of human rights and establishes conditions to improve bilateral relations.  Additionally, Mr. Papademetriou stressed the importance of working in a coordinated and cooperative manner with neighboring countries, the need to expand legal channels for migration, and the need to implement a more humane migration system.
2. Continued consideration of the proposed work plan of the Committee (CE/AM-1/07 rev. 3)

The Chair informed the delegations that the work plan would be reconsidered during the next meeting of the Special Committee, scheduled for Thursday, March 13.
3.
Continued consideration of the draft program for the Special Forum on Migration Issues (CE/AM-11/08)

The Chair informed the delegations that, because the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs had been scheduled for March 17, 2008, this Committee would have to reschedule the Special Forum on Migration Issues convened for that same day. The Chair proposed that the date of the forum be changed to April 17, 2008.  The Chair said that the Secretariat would promptly inform all special guests of the change in date for the Special Forum.
Some delegations said that better coordination was needed when scheduling meetings in order to ensure that they did not coincide with meetings of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP).

Some delegations proposed that the comments and suggestions made by the delegations concerning the draft program be transcribed.  The Chair announced that the draft program would be reconsidered at the next meeting of the Special Committee, scheduled for Thursday, March 13.
Other Business

There being no other business, the Chair declared the meeting closed.
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