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Summary of the meeting of September 16, 2008

The Order of Business, document CE/AM-46/08, was approved without amendments. 
As this was the first session of the Special Committee for the period 2008-2009, the Chair welcomed delegations and noted that the Committee is charged with the challenge and responsibility of analyzing migration issues and flows from an integral perspective, taking into account the relevant provisions of international law, especially international human rights law.  The Chair noted that this year the Committee will have the opportunity to deliberate on, to analyze and to guide the Organization and the hemisphere on broad thematic issues related to the migration issues and all its related areas.  The Chair emphasized that in order to efficiently advance our agenda it is necessary to count on the constant support of all member states.   
1. Election of the vice chair of the Special Committee on Migration Issues

The delegation of Argentina proposed Ambassador Reynaldo Cuadros, Permanent Representative of Bolivia to the OAS. This nomination was seconded by the delegation of Canada. Ambassador Cuadros was elected Vice Chair of the Special Committee by acclamation. Ambassador Cuadros expressed his appreciation for his election as Vice Chair, and noted that he is strongly committed to the work of the Special Committee and to moving the agenda of the Special Committee forward. 
2. Consideration of the Draft Work Plan proposed by the chair for the Special Committee’s work for the period 2008-2009 (CE/AM-44/08)


The draft Work Plan of the Special Committee on Migration Issues for the 2008-2009 period was distributed as document CE/AM-44/08.  The Chair noted that the draft Work Plan had been designed with the objective of organizing the tasks of the Committee for the upcoming period, in accordance to the mandates assigned to it. The Chair noted that draft Work Plan highlights that the Special Committee will carry out its activities in close consultation with the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and the Special Rapporteur on Migrant Workers and Their Families of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and other regional and international agencies.

The Chair stressed that the draft Work Plan lists a series of activities to be carried-out by the Special Committee during the coming period, based on the directives set forth in AG/RES. 2356 (XXXVIII-O/08). The Chair also reminded delegations that the Secretariat sent out a Notice to all delegations requesting their input for the activities that the Special Committee could carry-out during the 2008-2009. The Chair reported that, to date, the Secretariat had received input from the delegation of Paraguay, which was been distributed as document CE/AM-43/08.  The Chair strongly encouraged delegations to send their comments and suggestions in writing to the Secretariat, as soon as possible, in the form of concrete activities for the Special Committee to carry-out during the period under discussion. The Chair also noted that, should additional topics and suggestions become relevant during the course of the year, the Chair welcomes this input from Member States. 

Delegations expressed their appreciation to the Chair for the presentation of the Work Plan, and their support for the activities to be carried out by the Special Committee in the 2008-2009 period. The delegation of Paraguay presented its proposals for inclusion into the Work Plan, noting that one of the proposals that the delegation has sent was already part of the Work Plan.  Several delegations also expressed their interest in participating and contributing with the necessary expertise from their respective countries to the work of the Special Committee. Some delegations noted that the intention is to strengthen the Special Committee and to highlight its contributions to the work of the Organization. 


Some delegations requested that the issue of migration from a local, sub-regional perspective (south – south migration) be included in the work of the Special Committee for the 2008-2009, highlighting that migration not only occurs from the south – north, but it also occurs within the sub-regions.  


Delegations also expressed their agreement that the draft Work Plan presented for the 2008-2009 takes into consideration the Work Plan approved in March 2008 for the 2007-2008 period, and that it builds on an already approved framework to present the activities that the Special Committee would carry-out in the current period. Delegations noted that with this proposal, the Special Committee could draw concrete objectives and results to deliver prior to the next regular session of the General Assembly. 


Some delegations also noted the importance that the Special Committee concentrates its efforts on complementing the work that is being carried-out by other areas of the OAS, as well as other regional and international organizations, and highlighted the need to avoid the duplication of work and activities. Moreover, delegations expressed the need to strengthen the relations with the regional consultative processes, and to consider establishing a concrete link to these processes that complements the work they are carrying-out. 


Some delegations suggested that specific dates are established for the sub-regional forum that is being proposed in the draft Work Plan. Suggestions were raised on providing more specific details as regards the elaboration and presentation of the “graphic representation” on migration and as well as more specific details on the concrete and specific activities that the Special Committee will carry-out, to complement the calendar of meetings that was presented in the draft Work Plan. 


The Chair established the deadline of September 26, 2008 to submit in writing comments and suggestions for the draft Work Plan to the Secretariat. The Chair noted that a revised version of the Work Plan, including all comments and suggestions received in writing by delegations and more specific dates and activities, will be presented in the next meeting of the Special Committee. 
3. Note from the Chairman of the Inter-American Juridical Committee forwarding resolution CJI/Res.150 – Opinion of the Inter-American Juridical Committee on the directive on return adopted by the parliament of the European Union.


Resolution CJI/Res.150 of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, which was transmitted to the Special Committee on Migration Issues by the Permanent Council during the session held on September 10, 2008, was distributed as CP/doc. 4336/08.

The Chair reminded delegations that the Permanent Council, at a special session held on June 26, 2008, approved resolution CP/Res. 938, “OAS Action on the European Union’s Returns Directive on Migration Issues.”  The Chair made reference to the resolution approved by the Permanent Council as it, as it expressed the Council’s concern about legislation and measures adopted by some states that may restrict the human rights and fundamental freedoms of migrants; and reaffirmed that, when exercising their sovereign right to enact and implement migratory and border-security measures, states have the duty to comply with their obligations under international law, including international human rights law, in order to ensure full respect for the human rights of migrants. Finally, the Chair highlighted that Resolution CP/Res. 938 instructed the OAS Secretary General to accompany a high-level mission of OAS Member States to the European Union to learn first-hand and to discuss the implications of the Return Directive and to seek practical solutions through dialogue to the concerns raised by some member states regarding said Directive.


With respect to Resolution CJI/Res.150 of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, the Chair noted that it manifests the concern of the Inter-American Juridical Committee that the contents of the directive approved by the Parliament of the European Union might be applied or interpreted in such a way that it is not consistent with the international instruments with regard to respect and protection of the human rights of immigrants, citing the specific reasons for such concern as expressed by Resolution CJI/Res.150.  The Chair proposed that resolution CJI/Res.150 – Opinion of the Inter-American Juridical Committee on the directive on return adopted by the parliament of the European Union be further reviewed by delegations, and that the Special Committee on Migration Issues would address this topic again at a later date. The Chair encouraged delegations to send any relevant documentation to the Secretariat of the Special Committee on Migration Issues. The procedure proposed by the Chair was agreed without comments. 
4. Other business


There being no further business, the Chair adjourned the meeting.
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