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Summary of the meeting of October 7, 2008

The order of business, document CE/AM-49/08, was approved without amendments. 
1. Presentation by the General Secretariat

Ambassador Alfonso Quiñonez, Executive Secretary of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), addressed the Special Committee on Migration Issues to present the areas that will be accompanying the work of the Special Committee on Migration Issues (CEAM) as technical Secretariat. Ambassador Quiñonez indicated that both the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, under his leadership and with the support of Jorge Saggiante and Araceli Azuara, and the Department of International Affairs, with the support of Sherry Stephenson, will be providing the necessary technical support for the Special Committee on Migration Issues. The presentation delivered by Ambassador Quiñonez was distributed as CE/AM/INF. 37/08.

Delegations actively exchanged ideas with the technical area of the Secretariat on the topic, and the role that the technical areas will undertake.  Some delegations mentioned the idea of identifying national points of contact for the topic of migration so as to be able to have an active exchange of communication and information on this topic between the Member States and the General Secretariat. The importance of the regional consultative processes was also mentioned both by delegations and by the Secretariat.

Delegations request some clarification as regards the role of this new technical area, and its relationship with other existing bodies that already have been addressing the topic in the General Secretariat of the OAS for some time (for example the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs – CAJP and Inter-American Commission on Human Rights – IACHR). The delegation of Argentina explicitly requested that the IACHR actively participate in this Special Committee, and that they would like to see a member of the IACHR attending the meetings of the CEAM.  The delegate of Argentina also inquired about the budgetary and financial aspects of the technical areas, and how it relates to the fulfillment of the mandates assigned to the different bodies of the OAS in the topic of Migration. 


The Special Committee undertook an extensive discussion about coordination with the different areas in the topic of migration, and explicitly discussed the issue in the framework of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and their Families (“the Inter-American Program”). Ambassador Quiñonez highlighted that the role of the SEDI will to coordinate the different areas and topics that are included in the Inter-American Program, and in this way to provide the necessary support to the political bodies of the Organization.  As regards the budgetary and financial aspects as was addressed by the delegate of Argentina, Ambassador Quiñonez specified that there would be no financial implications in terms of having this technical area for the Special Committee on Migration Issues. He indicated that the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development will work with the different areas of the General Secretariat for the implementation of the Inter-American Program. Upon further request for clarification on the item of budgetary implications, Ambassador Quiñonez indicated that the topic of financial resources has been an obstacle for the implementation of the Inter-American Program throughout the years, and invited Member States to contribute to the financing of the activities of the Inter-American Program, considering that there is a clear mandate with specific activities to carry out within the Inter-American Program.  In this regard, the delegation of Argentina requested that the Secretariat provide Member States with a document that details the budgetary provisions on the topic of migration, indistinctive of the fund (regular, specific donations, etc.) or the source of financing. 

Delegations insisted on the importance of keeping in mind and acknowledging the work that the Organization has already undertaken on the topic of migration. Delegations also stressed the importance of the Inter-American Program, and the need to give priority to the accomplishment of this Program.  

As regards the contribution of the Special Committee on Migration Issues to the topic of Migration, the Chair highlighted that the intention is to undertake an exercise of compiling Temporary Worker Programs in the Hemisphere that can serve as reference for Member States.  The Chair also mentioned the mandate to create a mapping of migration flows in the Hemisphere. 

As regards the funding of specific activities on the topic of migration, and the possible participation of the Department for International Affairs on this, Ambassador Quiñonez highlighted that the role of the Department for International Affairs is to provide technical support to the work of the CEAM, and that a request can be made to the Department for International Affairs to place the topic of migration and the financing of the activities of the Inter-American Program in its list of priorities for the capturing of funds from external donors. 
2. Continued consideration of the Draft Work Plan proposed by the chair for the Special Committee’s work for the period 2008-2009 

The Chair presented the revised version of the Work Plan, contained in document CE/AM-44/08 rev.1, and highlighted that this revised version of the Work Plan includes the specific comments and observations made by delegations during the last meeting of the Special Committee, as well as the comments received in writing by the Secretariat from the delegations of Paraguay and Mexico which were circulated as documents CE/AM-43/08 and CE/AM-43/08 add.1 respectively.  The Chair also highlighted that as requested at the last meeting of the Special Committee, the revised version presented at this meeting includes a more detailed calendar of activities, with specific topics to be addressed at each of the scheduled meetings. 

The Chair indicated that the calendar also includes the suggestions made by the delegation of Mexico to hold two (2) seminars: one on “Care for transmigrant communities”; and the other on “Consular protection. Scope and Exchange of Sound Practices”, as well as several additional topics that were introduced to the calendar of activities of the Special Committee in an effort to fully address the Special Committee’s mandate, taking into account the political, social, economic, cultural, integrational, security, health, labor, and regulatory aspects of migration. The additional topics introduced include: Temporary Worker Programs (as was presented at the previous meeting), Emigration and the Brain Drain, Migration and Development, Gender Perspectives and Migration, and Migration and Disaster Situations.  The Chair indicated that these meetings will all be prepared with the support of the Secretariat, and encouraged delegations to actively participate in the organization and planning of these meetings, requesting that any comments and suggestions to be made for these meetings are sent in writing to the Secretariat. 

The delegation of Mexico expressed its concern about the scheduling of the two seminars proposed by their delegation. Taking into account the concern expressed by Mexico as regards the timing of the seminars, the Chair proposed the following changes in the draft calendar of activities that was circulated for this meeting:
· Cancel the meeting of October 20 considering that the CEAM will no longer be considering the agendas for the seminars that were proposed by Mexico. 

· November 17, 2008:  Consideration of the agendas for the 4 special meetings to take place in the 1st half of 2009 

· December 1, 2008: Meeting of Migration and Development, and include the topic of Emigration and the Brain Drain 

· January 13, 2008: Meeting which was originally scheduled for one of the seminars proposed by the delegation of Mexico – the Chair proposed to now address the topic of Migration and Disaster Situations 

· January 27, 2008: Meeting which was originally scheduled for one of the seminars proposed by the delegation of Mexico – the Chair proposed to now schedule the meeting to identify ways to link the OAS’s efforts in this area with those of regional migration consultative processes

· February 10: Seminar on Care for Transmigrant Communities  
· March 10: Seminar on Consular Protection. Scope and Exchange of Sound Practices

Consequently, the Chair informed the Special Committee that during the meeting scheduled for November 17th, the Special Committee will be considering the draft agendas for the following meetings:

· Seminar on Care for Transmigrant Communities
· Seminar on Consular Protection. Scope and Exchange of Sound Practices

· Meeting to identify ways to link the OAS’s efforts on the issue of Migration to those of the regional migration consultative processes

· Forum on Sub-Regional Integration Initiatives Regarding Migration

In this regard, the Chair proposed that October 31st be the deadline for delegations to submit suggestions and topics in writing to the Secretariat for these meetings. 

Following the presentation made by the Chair of the draft Work Plan, delegations followed-up with comments and observations to the document.  The delegation of the United States expressed its concern about the danger of duplicating efforts, and the possible overlap with what is being done at the CEAM and what is being done in terms of the Inter-American Program under the scope of the CAJP. The delegate of the United States also highlighted the importance of taking into consideration what other organizations are doing in this topic in an effort to prevent duplication of efforts. 

The Permanent Representative of Brazil requested that the presentation from a member of the Inter-American Juridical Committee to address Resolution CJI/Res. 150 “Opinion of the Inter-American Juridical Committee on the Directive on Return adopted by the Parliament of the European Union” be scheduled for an earlier date given the importance and relevance of this topic. The Representative of Brazil also requested that the name of the “Forum on Sub-Regional Integration Initiaitves” be ammended to “Forum on Sub-Regional Integration Initiaitves regarding Migration.” 


As regards the request by the Permanent Representative of Brazil, the Chair took note of the request to advance the date for the presentation by the Inter-American Juridical Committee of Resolution CJI/Res. 150, but indicated that this date had been set in function of the time when members of the Inter-American Juridical Committee will be in Washington. 

Delegations continued highlighting the importance of coordinating the efforts and the work of the Special Committee on Migration Issues with that of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, considering that some of the topics may be addressed in both bodies. Delegations requested that this body strives for complementarity, and search for sinergies in the work being carried out. 

Clarification was requested on the nature of the topic of Temporary Worker Programs, specifically inquiring if the consideration of this topic would be adressed from the perspective of  recipient or provider countries. The Chair indicated that the consideration of this topic would incorporate both recipient and provider countries. In this regard, the Chair welcomed the input of delegations to present their experiences at the meeting where this item will be addressed. 
3. Other business

The delegation of Uruguay presented the Declaration of the South American Conference on Migration that took place in Montevideo on September 17-19, 2008. 

The delegation of the United States indicated that the Inter-American Children’s Institute will be devoting part of their XX Pan-American Child Congress, to be held in Peru in 2009, to the discussion of migrant children. 


There being no further business, the Chair adjourned the meeting.



� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP21156E01�








