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_________________________________________________________________________________
Summary of the meeting of November 4, 2008

The order of business, document CE/AM-52/08, was approved without comments. 
1. Continued consideration of the Draft Work Plan proposed by the chair for the Special Committee’s work for the period 2008-2009 
At the onset of the meeting, the Chair informed the Special Committee on Migration Issues that the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights has been invited to participate in all sessions of the CEAM. 
The Chair put forth for consideration of the CEAM the Draft Work Plan, circulated as document CE/AM-44/08 rev.2. Considering that there were no comments made by delegations to the Draft Work Plan presented at the meeting, this document was approved without further modifications. 
2. Presentation and discussion of Temporary Worker Programs 

The Chair informed the Special Committee that a document entitled “Temporary Worker Programs - Main Issues,” which was presented by the Chair, has circulated as document CE/AM-53/08.
To initiate discussion on the topic of Temporary Worker Programs, Ms. Dovelyn Rannveig Agunias, Associate Policy Analyst, Migration Policy Institute delivered a presentation entitled “Rethinking Temporary Worker Programs” which was published as document CE/AM/INF. 38/08.  Following the presentation by Ms. Agunias, Member States followed with comments and questions to the distinguished guest. 
To attend to the comments and questions from Member States, Ms. Agunias addressed the specific topic of south-south circular migration, and indicated that this is de facto circular migration given that are less border controls when it comes to south-south migration.  The speaker also addressed the topics of legislation to regulate Temporary Worker Programs and the need to have a unified legislation in this matter; the impact of the economic crisis on circular migration and on migrants themselves; human rights of temporary migrants; and portability of benefits and the importance that social benefits be made portable. 
With respect to the impact of the economic crisis, the speaker underscored that legal migration is slow to respond to economic changes, and that it may be a long time before we see the impact of the economic crisis on legal migration. 
Several Member States shared their experiences in the topic of Temporary Worker Programs. The presentation by the delegation of Peru was distributed as document CE/AM-54/08, and the delegation of Jamaica presented a document entitled “Speaking notes for Jamaica’s delegation for the meeting of the OAS Special Committee on Migration Issues on Temporary Workers Programmes which took place on November 4, 2008” which was later published as document CE/AM-54/08 add. 1. The delegation of Mexico presented two power point presentations on their current Temporary Worker Programs – one with Canada entitled “Seasonal Agricultural Workers Program Mexico – Canada”and the other entitled “Programa de Migración para la Frontera Sur y Forma Migratoria de Trabajador Fronterizo (FMTF)”
/ .  In addition, the delegations of Canada, Guatemala, Barbados also shared their expreiences and the mechanisms their respective countries have un place on Temporary Worker Programs. 

3. Other business


There being no further business, the Chair adjourned the meeting.
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� 	The presentations by the delegation of Mexico will be circulated to all Member States once the final versions are received from the Permanent Mission of Mexico to the OAS. 





