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Summary of the meeting of November 24, 2008


The order of business, document CE/AM-60/08, was approved without comments.  The Chair welcomed Mr. Mark Fleming, Attorney of the Rapporteurship on the Rights of Migrant Workers and Their Families of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, who will be accompanying the work of the Special Committee on Migration Issues. 

1. Consideration of the draft agendas for the meetings to be held in the first half of 2009.

The first draft agenda considered was for the Meeting to identify ways to link the efforts of the OAS to the regional migration consultative processes, which was circulated as document CE/AM-59/08.  The Chair highlighted that this meeting was included in the Work Plan to respond to one of the mandates contained in resolution AG/RES. 2356. The Chair also noted that this meeting was originally programmed for January 27, 2008, and that in consideration that the consultative processes are part of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrant Workers and their Families, and that the special session of the CAJP on this topic will be held on February 12, 2009, the Chair proposed to the CEAM that this meeting be re-programmed for February 13, 2009. The Chair also thanked the delegation of the Argentina for its proposals on this draft agenda. After some suggestions and changes from several delegations, the draft agenda for the Meeting to identify ways to link the efforts of the OAS to the regional migration consultative processes, and the proposal for the change of date for this meeting were approved.  The revised and approved agenda was later published as document CE/AM-59/08 rev.1. 


The second draft agenda considered was for the Seminar on care for transmigrant communities, which was circulated as document CE/AM-55/08. The delegation of Mexico presented the proposed draft agenda for this meeting. Several delegations requested clarification about the meaning of the word “transmigrant,” request to which the delegate from Mexico responded. Several delegations requested that the term be changed to “migrant,” and the title of the seminar would be “Seminar on care for migrant communities.” The delegation of Mexico indicated that she would consult about the possibility of making the change requested. The draft agenda was approved pending the consultation of the delegation of Mexico on the change of title. The final approved agenda was later published as document CE/AM-55/08 rev. 1.
The third draft agenda considered was for the Seminar on consular protection. Scope and Exchange of Best Practices, which circulated as document CE/AM-56/08. Similarly, delegation of Mexico presented the proposed draft agenda for this meeting. The delegate explained that the draft agenda was presented to share Mexico’s experience in this topic, but that delegations are welcome to participate in the various topics that are included in the presented draft. In addition, the delegate of Argentina presented their inclusion on the promotion of actions for assistance and the protection and defense of the fundamental rights of citizens through joint and coordinated consular activity. 

Several delegations expressed their concern that the agenda focused solely on Mexico’s experience, and requested that the agenda items be changed so as to include the participation of all interested delegations. Furthermore, there was also agreement that the title include the concept of consular “assistance,” thus the approved title for the meeting is “Seminar on Consular Assistance and Protection: Scope and Exchange of Best Practices.”  The changes to this draft agenda were made during the meeting, and the approved agenda was later published as document CE/AM-56/08 rev. 1. 

Finally, the last draft agenda considered was for the Forum on Sub-Regional Integration Initiatives regarding Migration, which circulated as document CE/AM-58/08.  After a request for clarification from the delegation of Costa Rica, the Chair informed that the participation of the different sub-regional groups would be from their respective Secretariats to provide a ground perspective on what is happening on the topic. The draft agenda for the Forum on Sub-Regional Integration Initiatives regarding Migration was approved and was later published as document CE/AM-58/08 rev.1.
2. Other Business

There being no further business, the Chair adjourned the meeting.
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