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The Order of Business, document CE/AM-61/08, was approved without amendments.  The document “Migration and Development: General Considerations – Main Issues” and presented by the Chair, was circulated as document CE/AM-62/08. 
1. Global Forum of Migration and Development

To address the first item in the order of business on the Global Forum on Migration and development, the Chair informed the Special Committee that two documents had been circulated – the first document entitled “Global Forum on Migration and Development: Final conclusions and recommendations of the Chair” circulated as document CE/AM/INF. 39/08; and the second document entitled “II Foro Global sobre Migración y Desarrollo - Grupo Coppan SC” circulated as document CE/AM/INF. 40/08.

The Chair made reference to the Global Forum on Migration and Development (GFMD), which is an initiative of the international community to address the migration and development interconnections in practical and action-oriented ways.  The GFMD, proposed by the UN Secretary-General and his Special Representative on International Migration and Development at the High Level Dialogue on International Migration and Development on 14-15 September 2006, held its inaugural meeting was held in Brussels in July 2007 under the chairmanship of the Government of Belgium.  The Second Meeting of the Global Forum on Migration and Development was held on October 27-30, 2008 in Manila, Philippines. 

The Chair indicated that the meeting in Manila revolved around the central theme of “Protecting and Empowering Migrants for Development”, with the special focus on protecting and empowering migrants for development.  It also centered on two further priorities – human rights and the promotion of regular migration.  The themes of the roundtables at the Manila Forum were: a) Migration, Development and Human Rights; b) Secure, legal migration can achieve stronger development impacts; and c) Policy and institutional coherence and partnerships.     

The Chair also took the opportunity to highlight some of the conclusions and recommendations that were presented by the Chair of the 2008 Global Forum on Migration and Development, Mr. Esteban B. Conejos, Jr., Undersecretary of Foreign Affairs for Migrant Workers’ Affairs of the Republic of the Philippines, document that was distributed to all delegations as CE/AM/INF. 39/08. 

To finalize, the Chair of the CEAM underscored the following three specific conclusions identified by the Chair of the Global Forum on Migration and development: 
· The need for more comparable data and research to be able to readily assess the impacts of migration and development and vice versa, and to be able to create concrete policy arguments and provide institutional coherence. 

· The need for policy, program, and institutional coherence and its need to be addressed in terms of concrete institutional arrangements for coherent policy making, and how these arrangements and policies can be evaluated. 

· The importance of international cooperation and initiatives for dialogue and cooperation at the regional level. The Chair noted that the effectiveness of regional consultations for development can be strengthened through an assessment of the impacts of such processes on country policies; and the importance of strengthening the link between regional and inter-regional fora and the Global Forum on Migration and Development to assure greater consistency and coherence of the positions they take in all these processes.

2. Presentation and discussion of Migration and Development, General Considerations 


Ms. Kathleen Newland, the Director of the Program on “Migration and Development,” Migration Policy Institute, delivered a presentation entitled “Migration and Development: A New Policy Arena for the Americas” which was distributed as document CE/AM/INF. 45/08. 

Dr. Manuel Orozco, Senior Associate, Inter-American Dialogue, also addressed the topic specifically highlighting the dynamics between migration and development and the relations between host and origin countries, specifically the strong relationship between migration and trade.  Dr. Orozco underscored five kind of economic activities in which migrants engage with their home countries: (1) remittances; (2) donations; (3) investment, (4) consumption of goods and services (ie: nostalgic goods); and (5) transfer of skills.

As regards policy issues, Dr. Orozco suggested the importance of providing greater financial access to those who receive remittances, which Dr. Orozco stated as having significant development implications. Dr. Orozco also addressed the issue of financial literacy, indicating that there is an intrinsic relationship between remittances and finances that cannot be neglected. In terms of policy challenges, specifically as regards investment in the home countries, Dr. Orozco made reference to the impact of investments in the local economy and the way these interact with the local economies, and underscored that the policy challenge is to identify how to maximize the capacity to absorb the foreign savings into the local economy. 

A series of documents and papers provided by Dr. Orozco were circulated after the meeting, namely:
· On Migration and Development in the Global Era – CE/AM/INF. 43/08
· Lecciones aprendidas y posibilidades de replicabilidad de políticas y leyes sobre el vínculo entre remesas y desarrollo – CE/AM/INF. 41/08
· Making the Most of Family Remittances: Second Report of the Inter-American Dialogue Task Force on Remittances (May 2007) – CE/AM/INF. 46/08
· Tasting Identity: Trends in Migrant Demands for Home-Country Goods (Executive Summary) – CE/AM/INF. 44/08
To finalize the panel presentations, Mr. Günther Mussig, Chief of Mission in Guatemala, International Organization on Migration, also addressed the Special Committee on Migration Issues. The presentation delivered by Mr. Mussig was circulated as document CE/AM/INF. 42/08. In concluding his remarks, Mr. Mussig underscored that migration and development are interdependent processes in the globalized world, but migration cannot be a substitute for development, and development is not necessarily dependent on migration – but each one of these can deeply influence the other. Moreover, Mr. Mussig indicated that migration, globalization and development are complex, multidimensional and dynamic concepts and that the relations among these means that migration is not simply the movement of a group of persons from one place to another, that globalization is not simply the integration of economic activities or units, and that development is not simply economic growth. 

Member States engaged in a discussion and exchange of comments and questions with the special guests on the topic of the topic of migration and development.  To the specific questions addressed to the speakers, and as regards the practices undertaken for migrants engaged in temporary worker programs, Ms. Newland indicated that one of the most effective measures for migrants to return to their native countries is to offer these migrants the possibility to return to the receiving countries, meaning that it is important for the migrant workers to know that they continue participating in such programs with the possibility of repeated cycles of circular migration. As regards the impact of the economic crisis on migration, Ms. Newland indicated that this effect depends on the country and the composition of the migrants, setting as example low-skilled migrant workers vs. more qualified workers.  Finally, Ms. Newland indicated the pilot programs for circular migration that generate mobility partnerships, in which both sending and receiving countries will negotiate the agreements for such partnerships.     

Similarly, Mr. Mussig also addressed some of the questions and comments raised by Member States, and indicated the importance of consular assistance in the receiving country as an important component for the return of migrants, as well as the conditions in which the migrants leave their home country, and their situation in the receiving countries. 
The delegation of Argentina underscored the importance of addressing and considering the human rights of migrants, beyond the economic and financial impacts of migration flows, considering that the principal and most important issue is always the consideration of the situation of the persons involved.  The Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis addressed the situation of the Caribbean as regards migratory flows, specifically of the important and integral role that migration plays in the Caribbean. The Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts also addressed the issue of returning diasporas. Other Member States also shared their specific programs and experiences as regards migrants, migration flows, and circular migration. 
3. Other business


There being no further business, the Chair adjourned the meeting.
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