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Background and brief overview of project
“Education for Migrant Children and Youth” is a three-year project that proposes to document, systematize, and promote lessons learned from successful policies, programs, and practices geared towards delivering quality educational experiences to migrant children and youth. The expected outcomes include building awareness and capacity within ministries of education and other relevant agencies in the Americas regarding the development, implementation, and evaluation of programs to improve educational opportunities and their outcomes to this population.

The project is part of a component of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families, adopted through resolution AG/RES. 2141 (XXXV-O/05). It is being funded by the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) through a budget allocation of $200,000.00 – basically for the three years. It will be implemented by the Department of Education and Culture (DEC) of the OAS Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI).
Project phases
The project has three main phases: For phase one, which would be throughout 2009, the objectives are: 

1.
To document the extent and nature of the issue (the situation of migrant children and youth in member states); and 

2.
To document and analyze the relevant national educational policies and programs.
The Department of Education and Culture will publish an analytical report on the existing situation along with policy recommendations, and will present the report to a number of technical and policy forums of the OAS.
Phases two and three will be in 2010 and 2011, and entail compiling relevant information on innovative approaches in education, which have had positive outcomes for migrant children and young people in the region.  A report on policy recommendations will be published and disseminated, and an international seminar on educational policies and programs for migrant children and young people will be organized.  The seminar will provide an opportunity for member states to share lessons learned from educational policies and programs for migrant children and young people in the Hemisphere.  Finally, the project seeks to produce policy recommendations for the OAS member states that could be taken into account in inter-American forums and to focus the attention of policymakers and other stakeholders on the need for policies to be formulated and implemented in this area.  The DEC will seek to ensure that this project take into account the progress in this area by the member states and other international organizations and civil society.
This project will be complemented by subsidiary activities carried out by Young Americas Business Trust (YABT), which will conduct a series of sub-regional workshops to share experiences and best practices in strategies to address the economic, social, and political situation of migrants. Other potential partners include the International Labor Organization (ILO), Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), International Organization for Migration (IOM), United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), and the United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR).
Territories
It is assumed that the 34 OAS member states are participating in the project development process to broaden the array of programs and policies for migrants, benefit from information-sharing, and ensure that the project is sustainable.
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