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Summary of the meeting of February 10, 2009

Seminar on care for migrant communities

The Order of Business, document CE/AM-73/09, was approved without comments. 
1. Presentation by Hilda Dávila Chávez, Assistant Director General for Management and Information of the Institute of Mexicans Abroad
The Chair initiated the meeting welcoming the special guest, Ms. Hilda Davila Chavez, to this seminar proposed by the delegation of Mexico, which seeks to complement the work being undertaken by this Special Committee in fulfillment of its mandate. Ms. Hilda Dávila Chávez is the Assistant Director General for Management and Information of the Institute of Mexicans Abroad. Prior to this position, Ms. Dávila Chávez was advisor to the Under Secretary for North America in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Mexico.  Earlier in her career, Ms. Dávila Chávez was Assistant Director General of Health and Support to Migrants of the Ministry of Health of Mexico.  Ms. Dávila Chávez holds a Masters Degree on Political Theory from the London School of Economics and Political Science. 

Ms. Davila Chavez welcomed the holding of this seminar in the Special Committee of Migration Issues as an opportunity for Mexico to share its experiences in the area of care for migrant communities, and addressed, among others, the topics included in the agenda for this meeting, contained in document CE/AM-55/09 rev.1, and approved by the CEAM on November 24, 2008: a) talent networks; b) institutional channels for participation for communities abroad in the public policy process of the state of origin; and c) offer of cooperation in education, health, community organizations, and financial intermediation. The presentation by Ms. Davila Chavez was distributed as document CE/AM/INF. 55/09. 

Member States engaged in a discussion and exchange of comments and questions with the special guest, more specifically as regards the health week that had been mentioned in the presentation of Ms. Davila Chavez, the projects that enable Mexicans to obtain birth certificates abroad, and the talent network which identifies Mexicans that have succeeded in competitive societies abroad.   Member States also engaged in a discussion on how Mexico’s experiences and practices could benefit other countries in the Hemisphere through its already existing institutional network.  In addition, the topic of the current financial crisis and its effect on migrant communities was also raised during the dialogue with Member States, specifically if, in Mexico’s experience, there is a strategy and/or plan in place to assist communities that are returning to their countries of origin because of the current global crisis.  

Several Member States also shared their existing programs and institutional capabilities abroad in terms of the assistance provided to migrant communities, as well as their needs in this topic and their interest to build on Mexico’s experience and to share best practices. 

Ms. Davila Chavez explained that the health fairs provide clinical services and screenings, though a first level of attention, and provide information on personal care and personal health. In addition, Ms. Davila Chavez further explained the services provided for obtaining birth certificated through automated services.  As regards the talent network, Ms. Davila Chavez explained that this is based on volunteers, and that this is a process in evolution. 
Moreover, Ms. Davila Chavez indicated that in order to extend Mexico’s experience and good practices to other countries of the Hemisphere, it would be necessary to establish a cooperation agreements or to accept an invitation from the government of Mexico to extend its good practices and establish channels for institutional cooperation. Ms. Davila Chavez indicated the willingness of her government to establish greater dialogue and explore any possibilities to provide international assistance.  As regards the topic of the current global economic crisis, Ms. Davila Chavez highlighted the effect of a decrease in remittances, a decrease in income to migrant families, and an increase in internal displacement in receiving countries in search for jobs and opportunities. However, Ms. Davila Chavez indicated that the phenomenon of massive returns had not yet occurred. 
2. Statement by OAS member states on initiatives undertaken in the Hemisphere related to the issue of care for migrant communities
The discussion under this item of the Order of Business was addressed in the discussion that the followed the presentation in the first item of the Order of Business. 
3. Other business
There being no requests for the floor, the Chair adjourned the meeting.
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