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Pursuant to OAS General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2356 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Migrant Populations and Migration Flows in the Americas,” which requests the Organization of American States to consider the possibility of linking its efforts in this area with those of regional consultative processes regarding migration, such as the Regional Conference on Migration (RCM or “Puebla Process”), the South American Conference on Migration, and MERCOSUR
/, the Special Committee on Migration Issues met in Washington, D.C., on February 13, 2009, to address this matter. The agenda for that meeting was approved by the Special Committee on Migration Issues and distributed as document CE/AM-59/08 rev. 1.  Likewise, the order of business for that meeting can be found in document CE/AM-75/09 rev. 2.

Based on the presentations and dialogue that took place during the meeting, this document describes some of the comments made by the delegations that attended it regarding the possibility of linking OAS efforts with those of regional consultative processes on migration.
· Some countries pointed out the importance of recognizing the particular circumstances of each country in order to be able to engage in frank dialogue and achieve cooperation.

· It was noted that the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights is one of the observer members of the Regional Conference on Migration (RCM).  That being so, it was important to be able to count on IACHR participation at RCM meetings in order to ensure adequate coordination of migration-related activities in the OAS.

· Attention was also drawn to the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, including Migrant Workers and Their Families as a major instrument for guiding discussion of the topic both within the OAS and in the regional consultative processes on migration.

· The RCM has a three-pronged Plan of Action focusing on: (1) migration policies and management; (2) respect for the human rights of migrants; and (3) the link between migration and development.

· The OAS was asked to continue its work on the basis of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants and to report on progress made; also to request that the regional consultative processes pay greater heed to the Inter-American Program. That would help to establish more effective dialogue between the OAS and the regional consultative processes.

· The OAS was asked to encourage recognition of the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, as not all OAS member states are parties to that Convention. Delegations underscored the important role that the OAS can play in facilitating a more in-depth grasp of the contents of the Convention. 

· Delegations emphasized the importance of avoiding duplication of efforts as well as the importance of OAS participation in specific projects being put forward in connection with the various regional consultative processes on migration was underscored.
· Some delegations emphasized the need for OAS backing of the regional consultative processes on migration at both the political and the technical level.  Delegations pointed out that the OAS should establish close links with, and help boost, the efforts being made in the already existing regional consultative processes. 

· It was suggested that specific points of contact be made between the regional consultative processes and the OAS, in order to exchange positions aimed at laying the groundwork for regular, safe, and orderly migration and to ensure recognition of the positive contributions that migrants make to the societies they move to, pass through, and come from, as well as commitment to respect the human rights of migrants regardless of their migration status. With regard to the RCM, it was mentioned that relations with the OAS could be intensified through the IACHR, which is an observer agency.

· Another suggestion was that the OAS participate as an Observer in the regional consultative forums and meetings on migration to enable it, among other things, to compile information on best hemispheric practices in this field.  In the case of the RCM, specific mention was made of the IACHR as observer.

· Delegates also said that the OAS was the ideal forum for discussion among subregions and that it could stimulate cooperation between regional consultative processes on migration leading to specific exchange programs and joint development projects.

· Another idea was that the processes of dialogue on migration currently being conducted in the Hemisphere should become mutually enriching practical mechanisms, generating synergies that would benefit migrants, ensure that their human rights are fully respected, and thereby benefit their countries of origin, transit, and destination. 

· Another suggestion was that bridges be built between the regional consultative processes so as to promote and develop guidelines with respect to migration that would be valid and effective throughout the Hemisphere. That would also help harmonize the region’s position in global forums addressing migration issues. In that sense, the Special Committee on Migrant Issues (CEAM) and the OAS can make a substantial contribution and play an important role.  A proposal was made to study mechanisms to establish synergies.

· In light of the above, the General Secretariat established informal initial contact with the RCM to identify areas or projects in which cooperation mechanisms might be reestablished.  As a result of this first meeting:

1. The OAS invited the Regional Conference on Migration to attend the RIAL Workshop on “Labor Migration and Labor Market Information Systems,” held on February 24 and 25, 2009. Unfortunately, on that occasion the RCM representatives were unable to attend.
2. The delegation of El Salvador and the Technical Secretariat of the RCM invited the OAS to participate in the Workshop on Temporary Worker Programs, to take place on April 23 and 24, 2009 in San Salvador, El Salvador.
3. The OAS will share information with the RCM on the draft legal database for migration matters that the General Secretariat is planning to implement.
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�.	MERCOSUR was invited to the “Forum on Subregional Integration Initiatives with respect to Migration,” scheduled for April 7, 2009.





