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1. Presentation on Migration and the Communications Media

Mr. Jorge Gestoso, an internationally recognized journalist, attended this meeting of the Special Committee on Migration Affairs as a special guest to address the topic of the relationship between migration and the communications media. Mr. Gestoso referred to his personal experiences with how the press and the media influence migrants.

During his presentation, Mr. Gestoso addressed the subject of the elections in the United States and the role of the Hispanic community in those elections, subjects that are of interest to Hispanic voters, and the growing interest among the Hispanic community in participating in the 2008 presidential elections.  Mr. Gestoso also referred to the subject of undocumented immigrants and how the media deal with this subject, referring to various accusations that some in the media make against immigrants. He also addressed the subject of the economic importance of immigrants for businesses in the United States as well as for the Latin American countries, in that remittances represent a significant source of revenue for those countries. Finally, he addressed the need for Latin American countries to have policies so that their nationals will not have to emigrate, with particular emphasis on dealing with the real reasons for the phenomenon of migration and the basic causes of these flows. 

The delegations shared ideas with the special guest on the need for governments to continue with concrete actions so that migration is seen positively, on the view of the United States media regarding issues involving foreign nationals, and the need for the media to be objective when airing the news, showing all sides of the issues.   

Finally, the meeting addressed the subject of the challenge facing the media and its responsibility to the community, noting that the media’s commitment should be to produce high quality content that is objective and provides a good level of information. 

2. Other matters
The Chair informed the delegations that, following up the activities presented in the Work Plan of this Special Committee, in which the Secretariat is asked to “prepare a migration “mapping” effort by gathering information and producing a matrix of existing legal frameworks and, as appropriate, migration regulations, policies and programs for OAS member countries,”  the Chair of the Special Committee has sent a notice to the delegations requesting that they provide information on domestic migration laws, policies, and requirements, as well as the migration programs being carried out by the member states. The Chair noted that April 22 was set as the deadline for receiving information so that the Special Committee could review this work before the General Assembly as indicated in the Work Plan. 

Additionally and also following the Work Plan, the Chair reported that letters would be sent to different international and regional organizations, as well as the various agencies of the OAS, asking them to submit reports on the programs and actions carried out by the different organizations on the subject of migration, with a view to compiling the information that this Special Committee has entrusted to the Secretariat for preparing the mapping.  The Chair reported that letters will be sent to the following organizations:

Within the OAS:

· Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the Special Rapporteurship on Migratory Workers and their Families
· Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

· Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN)

· Executive Secretariat for Integral Development 

· Summit Secretariat
· Secretariat for Political Affairs 

· Secretariat for Juridical Affairs
· Secretariat for Multidimensional Security
Other International/Regional Organizations
· Presidency Pro Tempore of the Regional Conference on Migration 

· Central American Integration System - SICA

· Southern Cone Common Market – MERCOSUR 

· Andean Community – CAN 

· Caribbean Community (CARICOM)

· Iberoamerican Federation of Ombudsman 

· Ibero-American General Secretariat
· International Organization for Migration (IOM)

· Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OACHR) and Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of Migrants 

· Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)
· Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) – Regional Offices
· International Labor Organization (ILO)
· ECLAC - CELADE

· International Committee of the Red Cross –Regional Representative Offices
· International Federation of the Red Cross and the Red Crescent – Regional Offices
· Inter-American Human Rights Institute (IIDH)

In addition, the Chair reported that a communication will be sent to civil society organizations registered with the OAS so that they will also report on their programs on the subject of migration.
Finally, the Chair asked the delegations to extend invitations to their diplomatic offices with headquarters in Washington, D.C. (embassies and consulates) for them to attend the Special Forum on Migration Issues to be held on April 17, 2008.

There being no other business, the Chair adjourned the meeting.
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