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PROPOSED TEXTS FOR THE SECTION ENTITLED 
“STRENGTHENING OF MICRO, SMALL, AND MEDIUM-SIZED ENTERPRISES, AS WELL AS COOPERATIVES AND OTHER PRODUCTION UNITS” IN THE DRAFT OMNIBUS RESOLUTION TO BE RECOMMENDED TO CIDI, FOR SUBMISSION TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FOR CONSIDERATION AT ITS FORTY-SIXTH REGULAR SESSION 

(Submitted by the delegations of Jamaica and the United States)
Strengthening of Micro, Small, and Medium-Sized Enterprises, as well as Cooperatives and other Production Units 

RECALLING that the Heads of State and Government, at the Sixth Summit of the Americas, held in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, in 2012 resolved to “promote economic growth with equity and social inclusion by strengthening cooperatives, micro, small and medium-sized enterprises, including cultural industries, in addition to grassroots economic initiatives and other production units, innovation, and competitiveness in the countries of the Americas,” and “to promote and support, as appropriate, initiatives that expand the contribution of ICTs to innovation, entrepreneurship, productivity, competitiveness, the emergence of micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises, and economic growth, within the framework of sustainable development”, and also pledged “to develop and strengthen, as appropriate, strategies and policies on youth employment”; and, 

RECOGNIZING the work done by the United States government in hosting the IV Inter-American Dialogue of High-Level MSME Authorities: “Public Policies to Promote Internationalization of Small and Medium Enterprises,” held at the OAS headquarters in Washington D.C. from 16 to 17 April, 2015, with the support of the Department of Economic Development of the OAS Executive Secretariat for Integral Development with funding from the Government of Canada.

RESOLVES:

1. To instruct the General Secretariat to continue to promote the development of business platforms throughout the hemisphere that support the professionalization of micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs) and enhance their capacity to respond to the needs of the local economy.  The OAS Secretariat should encourage collaboration and explore synergies amongst regional MSME initiatives to support an exchange of best practices and institutional strengthening to increase regional competitiveness.  
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