[image: image1.jpg]CID/@
\_Z



[image: image2.png]



1
- 2 -



OEA/Ser.W/


CIDI/doc.182/16


29 January 2016


Original: Spanish

RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR THE PRESENTATION OF PROJECTS 
FOR THE HEMISPHERIC FUND FOR TOURISM (FHT) 
(Adopted at the fifty-fifth regular meeting, held on January 28, 2016)
/
ARTICLE 1

Requirements for presenting and selecting projects

1.1 Each member state can submit a maximum of two projects in each programming cycle and must have effectively made its contribution to the Hemispheric Fund for Tourism (FHT) during the period in which the application is presented. 

1.2 In accordance with Article VI of the Statute of the FHT and Article 5.1 of these Rules of Procedure, projects may be presented by the following organizations of member states: legal constituted nongovernmental organizations, industry organizations from the tourism sector, cooperatives and community development associations, inter alia, that have at least one year’s working experience.

1.3
In keeping with the purpose of the Fund, which is to support the development of those communities that are in situations of extreme poverty
/ in member states and which, despite having tourism potential in their surrounding areas, are unable to access fully conditions for development, projects presented must be related to capacity building in tourism and aspects of tourism, institutional strengthening, and the production of tourism products. 
1.4 The requesting organization must have a person who is responsible for administrative affairs (not necessarily an accountant) to ensure the proper management of funds and the correct execution of activities.  

1.5 Each requesting organization must provide counterpart funding equivalent to 30 percent of the total amount requested, which counterpart funding may be in cash or in kind. The following shall be considered counterpart contributions in kind:  voluntary activities, use of equipment or infrastructure, vehicles, land, etc., that are necessary for the development of the project. Projects may be multi-year. The resources that the Fund allocates will mainly be used to respond to the purpose of the project and not to cover administrative costs. 

1.6 Proposals presented for consideration by the FHT must be aligned with the national tourism plans of the member countries of the Organization of American States (OAS) and they must be based on the Declaration of San Salvador for Sustainable Tourism Development in the Americas, agreed on at the Nineteenth Inter-American Tourism Congress, held in San Salvador, El Salvador, on September 30, 2011 

1.7 Proposals must respond to one or more of the following aspects of the target community: 

1.7.1 Conservation and sustainable use of natural resources, as well as safeguard and promotion of tangible and intangible cultural heritage

1.7.2 Community development

1.7.3 Job creation 

ARTICLE II

Funding amount and project duration

2.1
The maximum amount to be funded by the Hemispheric Fund for Tourism for each project shall be US$25,000.00, with a minimum of US$10,000.00, to benefit both small entrepreneurs and micro business. Those funds shall be non-reimbursable if they benefit the entire community, and reimbursable if benefiting only a segment. Projects may be multi-year.

ARTICLE III

Project selection process

3.1
In accordance to Article VII of the Statute of the FHT, the Secretariat, through the Section for Technical Cooperation together with the Secretariat of the Project Evaluation Commission, and the Department of Economic Development  shall be the body responsible for the technical assessment of submitted projects, and the Project Selection Committee composed by the authorities of the CITUR and the Troika
/, with the assistance of the Department of Economic Development shall be the body responsible for approving  those projects that are to receive FHT funding and for determining the resource amount to be allocated to each selected project, in accordance with the criteria set forth in these Rules of Procedure or established by the CITUR.  Project Selection Committee members shall disqualify himself/herself from the approval process involving projects submitted by their respective authorities.

3.2
The Secretariat, in coordination with the CITUR, shall report on the results of the selection process, through the permanent missions
ARTICLE IV

Formats and channels for presenting projects

4.1
In compliance with Article VI of the Statute of the FHT, the ministers and high tourism authorities of the member countries shall submit project proposals through their permanent missions to the OAS. 

4.2
Projects shall be presented in electronic format. 

4.3 Project proposals submitted by member states must be done in the Format for the Presentation of Projects.

ARTICLE V: AMENDMENT
5.1
CIDI may abrogate or amend these Rules of Procedure on its own initiative, or on that of the Inter- American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism, or of the CITUR. 
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�.	Amending the Rules of Procedure adopted by CIDI at its twenty-second regular meeting held on November 29, 2012, and distributed with the classification CIDI/doc.22/12.


�.	Extreme poverty will be defined according to official criteria of each member State.


�.	Troika composed of the previous, incumbent, and future chairs of the Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism. Art. 8 of CITUR OEA/Ser.W/II.17 CIDI/doc.5/12





