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Mr. Secretary for Access to Rights and Equity, Mauricio Rands,
Madam Chair of the OAS Committee on Migration Issues, Wendy Acevedo,
Distinguished representatives of the OAS member states,

Ladies and gentlemen:
I am grateful for this opportunity to share with you the most important results of the High-Level Forum on the Situation of Irregular Migration Flows in the Americas, held in San Jose, on September 12 and 13, 2017.

At the outset, may I express my sincere appreciation to the Organization of American States (OAS), especially to the Secretariat for Access to Rights and Equity (SARE), and to the International Organization for Migration (IOM). Through their invaluable support, the distinguished participants in the Forum included Secretary General Luis Almagro, and IOM Deputy Director General Ms. Laura Thompson.
Most welcome was the participation of 20 States: Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, United States, and Uruguay.

Also participating in the Forum were representatives of the Committee on Migration Issues (CAM), the International Committee on the Red Cross (ICRC), the International Labor Organization (ILO), the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the Regional Conference on Migration (RCM), and the South American Conference on Migration (SACM).
The High-Level Forum on the Situation of Irregular Migration Flows in the Americas was an opportunity for reflection on and analysis of the irregular migration phenomenon in the Hemisphere, and for sharing experiences, lessons learned, best practices, and recommendations that will facilitate further development of positions and consensus on specific actions in the region with a view to the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration, to be held in September 2018.

The Forum initiative arose from an invitation issued by Costa Rica on March 9 of this year at the meeting of the Permanent Council where Secretary General Luis Almagro officially presented the “Regional Report:  Irregular Migration Flows to the Americas from Africa, Asia, and the Caribbean.”

That report had been requested by our country in May 2016 in the context of the 2015-2016 migration crisis that the region had had to address as a result of the passage through it of thousands of Cuban and extra-regional and extra-continental migrants heading for the United States of America.
My country took a humanitarian and human-rights based approach to that crisis and brought to the attention of neighboring countries the need for joint action to identify a solution for thousands of people, with the aim of striking a balance between sovereignty, solidarity, and shared responsibility through a cooperation mechanism with the countries of the region.

The Report provided a snapshot of the irregular migration situation of nationals of African, Asian, and Caribbean countries in the Americas and highlighted the marked increase in irregular mixed migration flows in our region.
The Report also correctly identified nationalities and reasons for displacement; called for a stand to be taken against transnational organized crime, including illicit human trafficking and smuggling networks; highlighted the challenges faced by States, many of them middle-income countries like Costa Rica; and emphasized the importance of State political will in addressing the migration phenomenon.
Briefly put, we are now confronting new challenges stemming from the substantial rise in migration crises in all regions of the world. The migrant population represents 3.4% of the world population, some 244 million people, to which must be added 65 million refugees and displaced persons.

In a context of complex and deepening challenges, evidently, to respond to such vicissitudes, consensus must be reached and synergies promoted, as must be guidelines for the protection of migrants and refugees, strictly adhering to guarantees of respect for human rights.
The complexity of the migration phenomenon means that most of our countries are at once countries of origin, transit, and destination.  Hence the importance of joining forces to strengthen the norms and instruments that facilitate regional and international cooperation. Although the countries of the region have best practices in terms of tools and protocols for handling migrants, it is imperative that those practices be harmonized.

May I now refer to the main conclusions of the States participating in the High-level Forum:
1. The participating States first recognized that migrants are subjects of human rights who, owing to their severe vulnerability, require special protection from the States. Such recognition is the first step towards a comprehensive approach to migration from a more humane perspective that promotes respect for migrants and their families. 

2. Those States also recognized the urgent need to create synergies and step up international cooperation, and agreed on the need to encourage information-sharing, improve data compilation methodologies, and adopt common language in this area. 

3. The participating States noted that, in the 2030 Agenda, Goal 10.7 calls on us to facilitate orderly, safe, regular, and responsible migration through the implementation of migration policies. The Agenda also addresses fundamental matters for multi-causal analysis of migrant flows, such as poverty, education, inequality and mitigation of the impacts of climate change. Therefore, States should renew their commitment to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. 

4. With respect to legal frameworks, the participating States highlighted how their legislation is being adapted to the new challenges. Specific laws are now in place to protect the rights of migrants, guarantee their access to protection systems and basic services, combat human trafficking and smuggling, and strengthen the protection of victims of these crimes. Also highlighted were the growing numbers of countries with national inter-institutional commissions to address the demands created by migration flows. It is still necessary, however, to address gaps between this legislation and the administrative practices that prevent migrants from accessing basic services, which, in consequence, increase their vulnerability and create opportunities for transnational organized crime. 
5. The existing migration management model, based on detection, detention and deportation, must be updated and adapted to the new characteristics of migration flows in the Hemisphere. To that end, detection is an important consideration, and could also help to identify victims of trafficking, but vulnerability indicators must be incorporated to ensure that this population is adequately served.  Likewise, documentation procedures must resolve pending matters, such as the difficulty of establishing nationality; the lack of consular and diplomatic representation of origin countries must be dealt with as well.  Detention should be the last resort, and applied only in situations in which respect for migrants’ human rights and dignity are guaranteed. Lastly, deportation processes must be conducted in accordance with the rule of law and due process guaranteed. 
6. Also discussed were migration trends such as volatility, mixed flows, feminization, and the growing numbers of unaccompanied minors, which impose new dynamics on humanitarian assistance. It was agreed that there was a need to identify and provide special protection to accompanied and unaccompanied minors, older people, women, persons with disabilities, and LGBTI persons.  The principle of family reunification also had to be promoted, and even the concept of migrant families positioned. Moreover, migrants who had disappeared were a group that had to be made visible. The States had to make efforts to provide information on these migrants to their families. 
7. The participants underscored the need for better follow-up of undocumented migrant workers, who encounter great difficulties in asserting their labor rights and accessing social security services. Participants also rejected any type of xenophobic or discriminatory discourse denying the tremendous contribution made by migrants to their origin and destination countries. 
8. It was agreed that further progress had to be made in strengthening consular networks to protect migrants and ensure access to effective justice, meaning that the right to due process had to be guaranteed. The countries could work, jointly and in coordination, to implement the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations, particularly Article 36. 
9. The countries of this Hemisphere have had positive experiences of tools and protocols for prevention, handling, managing, and reintegration of migrants. Nevertheless, they recognize the urgency of improving and broadening cooperation and of the sharing and harmonization of these practices. 
10. As regards information systems, the countries agreed on the importance of standardizing data collection methodologies and encouraging the publication of key information for use in designing effective policies.  In addition to vulnerability indicators, it is important to incorporate measurements that facilitate recognition of the economic contributions of migrants.
11. The participating countries recognized that climate change-related migration is a topic that must be duly addressed in the Global Compact for Migration. To that end, consideration should be given to criteria for identifying persons displaced by disasters, the use of regular migration categories for this population, and temporary protection measures. The States expressed their solidarity with the countries recently impacted by natural disasters.
12. The participating States acknowledged the imperative need for international cooperation in managing migration, and for coordination of regional consultation processes and support for the development of an equivalent process in the Caribbean. This cooperation must seek to ensure that a balance is struck between sovereignty, solidarity, and shared responsibility, by means of coordination and collaboration mechanisms at all levels and assistance programs that transcend the national scope.
I would like to conclude these remarks by reiterating that we are confronting a global phenomenon.  This calls for global responses.  In fact, in the case of Costa Rica, in recent months, extra-continental migration months has increased and continues to trend upward, according to data administered by the Department of Migration and Foreign Nationals.
Although in the first months of this 2017, an average 200 persons per month entered Costa Rica, in July, this number began to rise.  That month, 550 persons entered, mostly nationals of African and Asian countries.
In August, 745 persons entered Costa Rica from its southern border. I am certain that this upward trend in migration is being replicated in many countries of the region.
With these individuals in mind, I conclude these remarks by reiterating my call for us to work together.  For us to reaffirm the positive contribution made by migrants to inclusive growth and sustainable development. For us to make progress in developing mechanisms for cooperation and collaboration among the countries to address this phenomenon in an orderly and safe manner.  And we reiterate the importance of combating the causes of forced and irregular migration, such as conflict, violence, poverty, lack of opportunity, natural disasters, and climate change.
I invite you to renew our commitment to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the aim of leaving no one behind, to the New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants, and to the preparatory process for the adoption of a Global Compact for Safe, Orderly, and Regular Migration, next year.
Thank you very much.
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