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In an era of unprecedented human mobility, there is a particularly urgent need to foster greater understanding of the links between migration and development from a perspective of respect for the human rights of migrants. We recognize that in the relationship between migration and development, respect for human rights is a vital – not supplemental – factor.
Ladies and Gentlemen, Friends All: 
• Besides potential contributions that diaspora groups can make to their countries of origin – through investments, business enterprises, human capital, and knowledge transfer contributions, for instance –migration can provide host countries  with opportunities to strengthen democracies and make them more plural, in order to make them more integrated with the rest of the world, and to promote innovation, competitiveness, and development, among other things.

• As regards development strategies, equity and equal opportunity-focused strategies, as well as the human rights principles of equality and non-discrimination, must be strengthened, since the aim of both is to provide all members of society, including migrants, with similar opportunities to become an actively dynamic part of the economy.

•International migration in the Americas is inextricably linked to development, and its overlap with human rights  increasingly evident.• We must move forward based on an understanding in which mobility becomes in fact a respected option.

• Migration is becoming an increasingly important issue on national, regional, and multilateral agendas because of its demographic, economic, social, cultural, and even political implications for countries of origin, transit, destination, and return.

• It calls for a coherent, holistic, and balanced approach to migration. Such an approach should be based on recognition of and respect for the dignity and human rights of migrants, regardless of their immigration status, and should take into consideration the causes and effects of migration, as well as the challenges and opportunities it presents. It should also acknowledge the individual and collective potential of migrants and their families as agents of development.

• This recognition of migration’s potential has featured increasingly in global and regional discussions in recent years. Since the United Nations adopted the International Convention for the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families in 1990, the international community has given the issue more visibility and encouraged its inclusion on the international development agenda.
This process culminated recently with migration being included in the goals and objectives of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development; and with the proposal for a Global Compact on Migration and Refugees, established in the New York Declaration in September 2016. 

• The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development strengthens the human rights-based approach, the gender perspective, and the differentiated treatment for vulnerable groups – migrants among them.
• Besides underscoring international migration as multidimensional in nature, the 2030 Agenda recognizes migrants’ •positive contribution• to inclusive growth and sustainable development.
••Even so, their economic and social contributions have not been accorded the due recognition• largely because of lack of promotion and dissemination of their impact on the main economic and social indicators of the countries concerned, among other things. 

Moreover, the focus is often on demonizing migration, which leads to xenophobia, intolerance, and discrimination, against which this Organization has tirelessly waged war. 
• There must therefore be explicit, widespread recognition of the positive aspects of migration, as expressed in the contribution  migrants make to their own country and to the society hosting them, when they get to become a part of it.

• Among other aspects, I want to highlight what migrant workers contribute to labor markets at every skill level, in developed as well as developing countries, contrary to what we constantly hear in the media.

• While countries often compete for the most highly qualified migrants, economic research indicates that the economic contributions of unskilled laborers and middle-skilled workers are comparable to what highly-skilled workers contribute.

• They tend to fill gaps in the labor market and, therefore, tend to complement the local workforce, allowing the economy to grow more rapidly. This in turn creates more jobs, calls for more services, yields more taxes, and generates higher incomes and wages, thus boosting GDP growth.
• While migrant workers send an average of some 15 percent of their earnings back home in the form of remittances, the remaining 85 percent of the wealth they generate stays in the host countries.
• According to Kauffman Foundation data, one in four technology and engineering companies created in the United States between 2006 and 2010 was founded by foreign-born entrepreneurs.

• And thus, the contributions migrants make to the arts, to music, to sports, to politics, and to the sciences in host countries are also evidence of the positive aspects of migration, which ought not to go unnoticed. 
• At the OAS, through its Committee on Migration Issues the member countries have reiterated the need to make these contributions visible and give the reputation of migrants more dignity, by talking about the positive contributions that migration has made to host countries, counteracting xenophobic messages.
• What we are launching today is a joint initiative of this Committee and our friends from the IOM. Its purpose is to help promote the benefits of migration and raise awareness about them in the host countries. It is our hope that with everyone’s support, this will be a successful endeavor that will be a first step on the road towards giving migrant communities dignity. 
• Ladies and Gentlemen, Friends: Thank you for joining us today by expressing your commitment to the rights of migrants. I encourage you to join the #MigrantsCount campaign via our social media. 
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