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At its first meeting, held on September 22, 2017, the CAM approved its 2017-2018 Work Plan (CIDI/CAM/doc.43/17 rev. 1 corr. 1 English  - Spanish), crafted based on mandates from the General Assembly and CIDI, specifically those in resolutions “AG/RES. 2738 (XLII-O/12), “Strengthening the Topic of Migration in the OAS:  Establishment of the Committee on Migration Issues,” AG/RES. 2816 (XLIV-O/14), “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development,” AG/RES. 2816 (XLIV-O/14), “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development,” AG/RES. 2881 (XLVI-O/16)  “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development,” AG/RES. 2904 (XLVII-O/17) “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development.” Migration and development section, AG/RES. 2883 (XLVI-O/16) “Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families,” Declaration AG/DEC.88 (XLVI-O/16) “Climate Change, Food Security, and Migration in the Americas,” AG/RES. 2910 (XLVII-O/17) “Migration in the Americas,” as well as documents CIDI/CAM/doc.14/14 rev. 1 “Review of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families” and CIDI/doc.97/14 “Future Framework of Action for the CAM.” 
The following meetings and activities were conducted during the 2017-2018 period: 

· The CAM scheduled and held nine formal meetings and four informal meetings in accordance with the mandates specified in its work plan:  

· The formal meetings included the following activities: 

1. the election of the vice chairs, Alternate Representative of Chile, Francisco Devia as first vice chair; and Alternate Representative of Brazil, Carlos Cuenca as second vice chair; approval of documents, thematic meetings; and launch of the “Migrants Count in the Americas” media campaign.

2. October 31, 2017:   The Committee received Costa Rica’s Deputy Foreign Minister, Mr. Alejandro Solano, who made a presentation on the outcomes of the High-Level Forum on Flows of Undocumented Migrants in the Americas,” held in San José, Costa Rica, September 12-13, 2017. The Chair of the CAM was invited. 

Deputy Foreign Minister Solano explained that the forum provided an opportunity for brainstorming and analysis on irregular forms of migration in the Hemisphere, as well as to share experiences, lessons learned, best practices, and recommendations that enabled progress on positions and concrete action in the region, for a global compact on regular, orderly, and safe migration, scheduled to be held in September 2018.

The Chair presented that same meeting with the “Communication Plan to Promote a Positive Image of Migration in the Framework of the Committee on Migration Issues (CAM),” which the meeting approved. This document contained the broad contents of the “Migrants Count in the Americas” media campaign on recognition of the contributions that migrants have made to sustainable development in countries of origin and host countries.

3. December 12, 2017: the First Thematic Meeting on the “Contributions of migrants to host countries and their social inclusion” was held – the CAM-OAS launched the “Migrants Count in the Americas” media campaign, with support from the International Organization for Migration (IOM) as a partner in the campaign, whose main purpose is to promote a positive image of migrants from the Americas and in the Americas, identifying them as agents of development in countries of origin and host countries, through periodic dissemination of data on the contributions of migrants to all areas of sustainable development in the Hemisphere. OAS Secretary General Luis Almagro and IOM Deputy Director General Laura Thompson launched the campaign.
The campaign has to date resulted in more than 2.5 million impressions (number of times users have seen a post with the  #Migrantscount hash tag) and a reach (number of different users who have seen or posted information related to the #Migrantscount hash tag) of more than one million people.

A panel discussion was also held – drawing participation from experts from the International Labour Organization (ILO), the Migration Policy Institute, and civil society. It covered productive work, wealth generation, consumption patterns, tax and service payments, cultural contributions, ideas, and identities as tangible contributions migrants have made to development in host countries. This activity promoted the exchange of information and ideas among representatives of member states, international organizations, experts, and civil society, on the main challenges and opportunities to assess, measure, and maximize the benefits of migration for the Hemisphere. The participants underscored the importance of including migration in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. They also discussed international migration as multidimensional in nature, acknowledging the positive contribution migrants have made to inclusive growth and sustainable development and the complex interplay between migration and development.

4. March 15, 2018: At the request of the countries, the migration team from the Secretariat for Access to Rights and Equity, of the General Secretariat, made a presentation to the CAM on the main findings of the report “International Migration in the Americas” SICREMI 2017, launched in December 2017 as part of International Migrants Day, with CAM participation. The presentation covered the main migration trends in the region, in terms of immigration and emigration of citizens of the Americas, as well as the importance of the SICREMI in the context of the Global Compact for Secure, Orderly and Regular Migration, which is currently being negotiated.

In addition, the output document was approved for dissemination in phase 2 of the #Migrantescount campaign, regarding the contributions made by migrants to countries of origin. 

5. April 3, 2018: Thematic meeting on the socio-economic reintegration of returning migrants. Participants at this meeting included the IOM Regional Director for Central America, North America, and the Caribbean, Marcelo Pisani, while Ms. Dalia Gabriela García, of Mexico’s National Migration Institute, and the Alternate Representative of Colombia, Alvaro Calderón, made presentations on the successful experiences they have had with receiving and reintegrating returning migrants. The participants emphasized that addressing the return and reintegration of people who voluntarily or involuntarily returned to their countries of origin is a key component of comprehensive migration management. They noted as well that the significant increase in the number of returning migrants makes it all the more urgent to address in a timely manner the needs of this population in terms of identity, employment, education, health and housing, etc.; and to craft instruments to take advantage of the experiences, skills, and knowledge they have gained and combine those with the knowledge, existing opportunities, and an understanding of the country’s reality.

Following the thematic meeting was a dialogue of the states, on “Challenges of migration in the Hemisphere,” where states spoke about the challenges and opportunities in terms of migration, action they take, and perspectives from the vantage point of their national and/or subregional realities. Colombia, Brazil, the United States, Argentina, and Mexico made statements at that meeting about steps they had taken to promote and protect the human rights of Venezuelan migrants.

6. May 14, 2018: Meeting on the contributions of migrants to countries of origin. This event drew experts from the World Bank, the International Organization for Migration, and the Pan American Development Foundation. They shared findings of the latest research on the impact of remittances on the fight against poverty in countries of origin, the importance of strengthening linkages with diaspora groups to promote development, and initiatives they were promoting to enhance the contributions of migration to countries/communities of origin. The experts added that what migrants and the diaspora contribute to sustainable development in their countries of origin has been recognized in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants, and the Summits of the Global Forum on Migration and Development. Remittances and the transfer of ideas, skills, and knowledge rank among the most important contributions that migrants make to their countries of origin.

Two formal meetings were also held (May 14 and 22, 2018), to present and agree on the paragraphs recommended to CIDI and the General Assembly.

In addition, the meeting of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) on the Implementation of the “Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and their Families” was held on February 27, 2018 to exchange best practices and information regarding its implementation. The following Program stakeholders took part: 
· OAS General Secretariat
· Committee on Migration Issues (CAM)
· Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)
· International Organization for Migration (IOM)
· International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
Member states took part in the meeting as well, detailing progress they had made in this area, and a dialogue was established involving all the participating stakeholders. 
That was CIDI’s first meeting to follow up on the Program, since the Program approved by the forty-sixth OAS General Assembly in June 2016 was updated; and since the CAM was established as a permanent committee of CIDI. As a result of the meeting, a catalog of the best practices presented, the conclusions, and the recommendations of the participants was being compiled.
Preparing and distributing the catalog of successful experiences contributes towards fulfillment of strategic objectives 5.2 and 5.4 of the Strategic Plan of the OAS: “To promote ongoing exchange of information and good practices among the member states regarding migration flows and the application of public policies to address and manage them” and “To promote international, regional, subregional, and bilateral cooperation initiatives in the area of migration.”

Lastly, the CAM contributed to the process to build the Global Compact for Secure, Orderly and Regular Migration, by sending resolution AG/RES. 2910 (XLVII-O/17), Migration in the Americas, to Mexico and Switzerland, as regional facilitators of the Pact.

We can confidently state that the CAM has been growing and taking shape inside and outside the Organization as a forum for dialogue and exchange of experiences to bring about understanding and a comprehensive approach to human mobility in the Americas, as well as for recognition of migrants as agents of development. 
With migration a mega trend currently and for the near future, it is more and more important for the Committee to be strengthened, as it is the only forum that brings together all the Hemisphere’s countries of origin, transit, destination, and return. Equally important is commitment and adequate resources to implement the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families as an instrument that is the basis on which joint responses involving all of the stakeholders are proposed to address the region’s current migration challenges.
In concluding, I would like to express my sincere thanks to the Vice Chairs, Francisco Devia and Carlos Cuenca – the Alternate Representatives of Chile and Brazil, respectively – for their invaluable support for preparations for the thematic meetings and more so for the launch of the “Migrants Count” campaign. My sincere thanks as well to Secretary for Access to Rights and Equity Mauricio Rands and his team from the Department of Social Inclusion – Betilde Muñoz-Pogossian, Marcia Bebianno, Katiuska Lourenco – for the technical support and for using their free time to move the objectives of the media campaign forward. I must also thank Executive Secretary for Integral Development Kim Osborne, as well as Mónica Villegas and Sandra Burns, for their technical and logistical support. I must also thank Secretary General Luis Almagro and his Department of Press and Communications for their support for the campaign. 

It would be remiss of me not to mention the support received from the International Organization for Migration, which has worked side by side with us not only as a campaign partner but also at the thematic meetings.
Thanks to all the member states for the trust they have invested in El Salvador and for the support they provided by participating in and contributing to the debates.
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