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Consolidating the Continuous Reporting System 
on International Migration in the Americas 
I. Background
Migration is a major economic, social, and cultural phenomenon on the hemispheric and world agenda.  Because of its sheer scope and particularities, this phenomenon has had far-reaching effects on aspects as diverse as human rights, legislation, labor, health, family integration, education, social security, public security, among other areas.  The International Organization for Migration (IOM) claims that by 2008, there will be more than 200 million migrants in the world, which represent 3% of the world’s population, that is, one out of every 35 people in the world is a migrant. (IOM, World Migration Report, 2008).

Around 30 million of the native sons and daughters of Latin America and the Caribbean reside outside of their native country (IOM, World Migration Report, 2008). Nearly three quarters of these people are in the United States and most of the rest of these people are, in descending order, in Argentina, Venezuela, Spain and Canada. (IOM, World Migration Report, 2008).

Migration originating in Latin America and the Caribbean has grown at a faster pace than the pace of world migration (3.0% vs. 1.5%); hence, one of every seven migrants in the world was born in Latin America or the Caribbean.  The number of Latin American and Caribbean migrants has gone from an estimated total of 21 million people in 2000, to 26 million in 2005, and almost 30 million in 2008. (UN Population Division, Trends in International Migrant Stock, the 2008 Revision). Additionally, based on the ratio of immigrants to emigrants for almost all countries of the region, it can be said that for every immigrant received by the region, it sends 4 emigrants outside its borders. 

By 2010, 3.6 million legal immigrants entered nineteen countries of the Americas, with 85% entering the United States and Canada (28% and 24%, respectively, came from the Americas) and the remaining 15% entered the other 17 countries (2012 SICREMI Report).

Additionally, by 2010, nearly one million legal emigrants from the Americas emigrated to OECD countries, with 17% of these emigrants hailing from the United States and Canada and the remaining 83% from the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean (2012 SICREMI Report).

In light of this context, migration has multiple effects on both the countries of origin and the countries of destination or transit of migrants.  Additionally, absorbing migrant communities into the new host societies entails providing this population with basic services, such as education, housing and health care, as well as access to sources of labor and communication services, among other things.  In the countries of origin, the migrant sending regions are facing issues such as family and community disintegration, young children growing up parentless, and migration as the only alternative to confront poverty. 

The growth of the phenomenon in the region has compelled national governments to take action to address some of these most urgent issues.  For this purpose, efforts have been made to conduct research into the phenomenon in order to help to guide policies targeted at both the migrant population and sending communities. Research as been heavily constrained by a lack of periodic and current information to shed light on the phenomenon as well as to aid in spotting trends and, thus be able to shape policy guidelines and channel the necessary resources for policy execution. It is very tricky to estimate demand for education and health care services, commerce, housing, among other things, by using the latest census-generated data, which at best is produced every ten years, not to mention the ever-changing nature of the phenomenon of migration.  Also, international migration, and more particularly hemispheric migration, the subject at hand, requires information at the international level in order to provide input for policy dialogue and debate as well as for the formulation and execution of public policies on the subject.

How many immigrants arrive each year in a country? Where do they come from? Do they stay or are they in transit on their way to another country? Are they mostly men or women? What are their ages? What is their education level? What sector do they work in? Are they encouraged by any international agreement that facilitates migration?  Do they have access to health care and social assistance?  Are they economic migrants or are they seeking refuge to flee armed conflicts? 
The OAS-spearheaded Continuous Reporting System on International Migration in the Americas (SICREMI for its Spanish acronym) is a concrete response to these challenges in the area of information gathering and reporting and one of its specific objectives is institutional capacity building of OAS member countries to generate timely and reliable information on the subject of migration.

Guidelines for the Work of SICREMI:

a. To take full advantage of data generated by the classical sources of statistical information: censuses, surveys, and government records.  These three sources provide valuable information for the analysis of international migration, though each one does so in its own way and has inherent advantages and disadvantages for practical use. Censuses are the most consolidated and standardized source of data for the study of migration at the international level; however, the main disadvantage is that they are only conducted every ten years and, also, they do not look at some more specific aspects that are necessary for migration analysis, since they must cover other areas as well.  In recent years, the use of surveys has been greatly increasing as a tool for analysis of specific issues such as living conditions, the work force, use of time, among other topics.  This is because survey sampling techniques and methodologies have improved in general and this has helped to make quality information available in a timely fashion.  Although the number of surveys on international migration has been growing in the recent past,
/ the topic has historically been cast aside for the most part. And lastly, government records provide information about international migration, or can provide such information, when certain conceptual or procedural adjustments are made to them, even though government records are not produced for the purpose of generating statistics, but rather to meet regulatory and legal requirements, that is to say, instead of being created and kept for the purpose of conducting a particular study, they are generated for the purpose of recording, tracking, coordinating, and exercising administrative control.  For example, information pertaining to visas, temporary and permanent residences, work permits and other types of records provide valuable information for estimating migration flow, particularly during periods between census years. 
b. To build a network of correspondents from each country participating in the project, who are responsible for periodic collection of information for the annual edition of the Report on International Migration in the Americas of SICREMI.  In addition to statistics, the information includes aspects pertaining to laws and regulations, specific programs and projects for migrants.  Each OAS member state makes its own decision as to what national institution or entity will act as the correspondent, though usually the national migration service and/or the national statistics office is assigned this duty. 
c. To partner with other institutions that work in the area of migration information, for example, with the OECD, which has information on 80% of the migrants from the Americas and, also with ECLAC, which has been conducting the IMILA project (Programme on International Migration in Latin America) since the 1970’s using census data about migration in the Americas.
d. To increase the number of countries participating in the three phases of the project:  nine countries participating in the first phase, 18 countries participating in the second phase and from 25 to 35, in the third phase.  Currently the project is in its third phase. 
II. Comparative advantages and benefits to the international community from SICREMI 
SICREMI is a high value-added project because the value of each individual contribution of information from each country is multiplied when it is incorporated into the regional report, and this helps to paint a better and more accurate picture of the migration phenomenon. 
Systematizing government records and regular annual reporting are a comparative advantage of the SICREMI project, inasmuch as this provides information on migration flows without having to wait between censuses (at least ten years) or having to conduct special surveys, which are usually not an ongoing exercise. 
The institutional capacity to produce migration-related information is strengthened, because just by participating in the project, quality information is generated under particular standards (for example, data must be updated on a regular basis) and also, it establishes or improves, as the case may be, lines of communication and cooperation between the different migration information-producing entities at the national level (for example, coordination and cooperation between ministries of foreign relations, statistical institutes, migration institutes, etc.).
In addition to obtaining information on the entry of immigrants into each country participating in the project, SICREMI also provides information about the flows and labor market situation of emigrants from the Americas to the OECD countries (the destination of more than 80% of all emigrants from the Americas) thus making information available for each country on both immigration and emigration.  Information on migration flows is supplemented with yearly updated information on each country’s legal framework and public policies on migration, providing a comprehensive overview of the phenomenon of migration to and from the countries of the Americas. 
SICREMI is not focused specifically on the standardization and harmonization of national migration systems, although the SICREMI-produced results can help to launch or deepen either of these processes, as the OECD experience has shown. The findings and recommendations emanating from the annual workshops of the correspondents can be taken into consideration by the national statistics offices and the institutions in charge of migration management. 
Because of its breadth of coverage (18 countries in the 2012 Edition), its content (statistics on migration flows, legal frameworks and public policies on migration) and its degree of currency of data (regular yearly reporting), the SICREMI annual report is unique in the Hemisphere.  No other entity offers this particular data set and information on the subject of migration.  
III. Timeline of SICREMI’s Development 
Official project launch in March 2009, in conjunction with the OECD; the project was introduced to the political bodies of the OAS and discussions were held on the essential technical aspects for the launch.  During the first year, the tasks of technical project design and drawing up the working methodology were carried out jointly with the OECD and CELADE and also with the correspondents of the participating countries.
In October 2010, the First SICREMI Technical Workshop was conducted at ECLAC headquarters, and was attended by the correspondents of Argentina, Belize, Canada, Colombia, Chile, Ecuador, El Salvador, Mexico, and Uruguay and technical experts from ECLAC-CELADE, OECD and ILO Geneva.

From 2010 to 2011, the first report was co-drafted by the OECD and ECLAC. 
The First SICREMI report International Migration in the Americas was released on July 11, 2011, at a launching ceremony in the Hall of the Americas of the OAS headquarters in Washington D.C., and was attended by OAS Secretary General José Miguel Insulza, OAS member state delegation officials, local government officials, national and international organization officials, academics, and a large general audience.  According to the impact study on the event conducted by the OAS Press Department, the launch ceremony generated 149 print media stories in 19 countries.
Following the launch of the first SICREMI report, the Second Technical Workshop was held on July 12 and 13, 2011, in the Padilha Vidal Room of the OAS headquarters building in Washington D.C. 
Participating in the workshop were the correspondents of Argentina, Barbados, Bolivia, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Paraguay, Panama, Peru, and the Dominican Republic.  The correspondents of Ecuador and Uruguay could not attend due to reasons beyond their control. 
The objectives of the Second Workshop were:  a) to introduce the SICREMI to the new correspondents from the countries that joined the project for the 2012 SICREMI Report; b) exchange views on the results of the First 2011 SICREMI Report; c) introduce the methodological guide on Information Requirements for the drafting the 2012 SICREMI Report – the second report; d) discuss the timeliness and feasibility of including a special topic in the 2012 SICREMI report. 
The Second SICREMI Report on International Migration in the Americas was released on January 17, 2013. The report covered 18 countries and also represented a significant increase in the informational content over the 2011 Report, featuring information such as immigration by category type and nationality, acquisition of nationality, emigration from the Americas to OECD countries through destination countries taking into account all of the nationalities of origin in the Americas, principal continents of origin of immigrants and a special section on remittances written by the Inter-American Development Bank.  This Second Report was financed by Spain’s fund for the OAS. 
Both reports can be viewed at: http://www.migracionoea.org/sicremi/
IV.
Main Achievements of Reports on International Migration in the Americas - SICREMI 2011 and 2012

The main achievements of the 2011 and 2012 SICREMI Reports:

a. increased national institutional capacities for the production of periodic, systematized, timely, and reliable information on international migration during periods between censuses. 
b. generated exchanges and synergies between different institutions involved in matters of migration at the national level as a consequence of drafting the national reports. 
c. systematized information at the hemispheric level on migration flows, laws, and policies, on a periodic basis, meeting specific migration information demands and involving entities directly responsible for the formulation, coordination, or management of public migration policies:  Argentina (Ministry of the Interior/National Directorate of Migration), Barbados (Ministry of Home Affairs – Department of Immigration), Bolivia (Ministry of Foreign Relations – Office of Consular Matters), Brazil (Ministry of Justice/Department of Foreigners/Division of Nationality and Naturalization), Canada (Citizenship and Immigration), Chile (Ministry of Foreign Relations - Office for the Community of Chileans Living Outside the Country), Colombia ( Ministry of Foreign Relations, Office of Migration, Consular Affairs and Citizen Service/Ministry of Labor – Office of Work Promotion),), Costa Rica (General Office of Migration and Immigration Matters), Ecuador (National Secretariat of the Migrant), El Salvador (Ministry of Labor/Department of Migrant Workers), Guatemala (Ministries of Foreign Relations/Office of Consular Affairs), Mexico (National Institute of Migration/Center for Migration Studies), Panama (National Migration Service), Paraguay (Ministry of Foreign Relations/Office of Service to Paraguayan Communities Overseas), Dominican Republic (General Office of Migration). For Belize, Peru, and Uruguay, the entities are the national statistics offices, which are technically responsible for the national information reporting systems. 
d. positioned the SICREMI Report as a hemispheric benchmark in generating reliable and current information on flows, laws, and public policies in the area of migration, as well as increased institutional interaction at the national and international level (ECLAC, IDB, and IOM) in dealing with specific migration issues. 

e. information on migration flows, laws, and policies from SICREMI prompted the Committee on Migration Issues (CAM for its Spanish acronym) of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to support and make the work of SICREMI an important tool for the discussion and analysis of migration to and from the Americas.
f. special focus placed on analysis of gaps between male and female migrant populations, which was examined in the 2011 and 2012 Reports and will be followed up more thoroughly in the 2013 Report, based on available information. 
g. publication of the second Report stands as proof that the frequently cited problem of a lack of statistical information on migration flows is not totally accurate. The problem often lies in the task of recovering and processing data stored in computer hardware, that is never entered into the information systems. Also, information on migration flows is highly sensitive for government authorities of the countries and, in some instances, they choose to not disseminate certain types of data. 
h. even though the information provided in the first and second reports is not harmonized or standardized across the eighteen countries–because each country uses its own definitions–it was obvious that that using data from government records to get a rough idea of annual migration flows, without having to wait for census-generated information, which is processed on a 10-year cycle, or information from a single point in time from surveys that don’t always address the topic of migration, is a huge advantage in terms of timeliness.
V.
Potential Funding Sources for SICREMI 
As was described above, this project has been implemented in three phases and OAS member states have been joining the System over the course of all three phases.  We are currently beginning the third phase of the project and all countries of the Hemisphere have been invited to participate. 

Once the third implementation phase has concluded, with the release of the 2014 SICREMI Report, the SICREMI will become solidified as standing business of the institution. Financial sustainability must be secured in order to achieve this. 
Accordingly, the SICREMI technical team provides an overview of the yearly cost of SICREMI, specifying the total amounts for each activity conducted by the System, and potential sources of financing. 

The Secretariat has considered a strategy that combines contributions from different sources, with a view to securing long-term contributions and reduce risk by not depending on a single institution for funding. 

The total budget for the consolidation of SICREMI, as well as potential sources of financing proposed by the Secretariat, appear below. 

� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CIDRP00467E04�








�.	See for example the First National Survey of Immigrants of the Dominican Republic, ONE-UNFPA.





