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INSTALLATION AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS OF THE CAM

The Committee on Migration Affairs (CAM) was established by resolution AG/RES. 2738 (XLII-O/12), “Strengthening the Topic of Migration in the OAS: Establishment of the Committee on Migration Issues,” adopted in 2012. 

For the current term, the Committee on Migration Issues was installed at the regular meeting of CIDI held on December 13, 2022, when I was elected Chair of the Committee.
The election of the Vice Chair of the CAM took place at the first meeting of the CAM, held on February 2, 2023, at which Ms. Wendy Yaneth Acevedo Castillo, Alternate Representative of El Salvador, was elected.
I. ACTIVITIES OF THE CAM: 2023 TERM

At the meeting of February 2, 2023, the work plan for the term in question was adopted (document CIDI/CAM/doc.121/23 rev. 2 - English - Español). The purpose of the plan, in accordance with the mandates from the Organization, was to address migration issues in a multidimensional way with a rights-based approach and a gender perspective, seeking to highlight multilateral initiatives for dialogue and cooperation.
The activities envisaged in the work plan were implemented in four thematic meetings held prior to the General Assembly (June 21 to 23, 2023), as follows: 
The first thematic meeting addressed the topic “More-effective mechanisms to guarantee the full exercise of the rights of migrant children: systems for protecting the human rights of migrant children - efforts made at the regional level to improve the protection framework for migrant children and adolescents in accordance with the best interests of the child; as well as their relationship with a differentiated approach in providing care for migrant children,” in accordance with the mandates contained in resolutions AG/RES. 2967 (LI-O/21) (operative paragraphs 50, 51, and 73) and AG/RES. 2988 (LII-O/22) (operative paragraphs 48 and 49).
To that end, UNICEF, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, the Migration and Asylum Program of the Human Rights Center of Universidad Nacional de Lanús, and Inter-American Dialogue participated in the event. The presentations addressed the spheres of application of Advisory Opinion 21 of the Inter-American Court on migrant children, the principles of shared responsibility, the best interests of the child, and the right to family reunification of accompanied and unaccompanied migrant children. Discussions also addressed the need to develop regional solutions based on multilateralism by promoting cooperation to deal with the challenges of human mobility and the special protection due to children and adolescents regardless of their immigration status. Also emphasized were the importance of the development of effective protection protocols by States and childhood systems, the exchange of good practices, and strengthening internal dialogue and coordination with national authorities in order to obtain more information on the effectiveness of mechanisms for the protection of migrant children based on the best interests of minors.
The second thematic meeting, as mandated by resolutions AG/RES. 2988(LII-O/22), “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development: Promoting Resilience,” (operative paragraphs 14, v-45- 47-52-53), and AG/RES. 2992 (LII-O/22), “The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the Americas,” (operative paragraphs 1-3), addressed “Humanitarian migration and border governance: Humanitarian corridors and stabilization of migrants according to the principle of freedom of movement. Situation of human mobility in Darien Province and Central America: food insecurity, exposure of migrants to natural hazards, transcontinental migration, and consequences of conflict and forced displacement.” 
At the meeting, which was attended by representatives of the Pan American Development Foundation (PADF), the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in the Americas, the International Organization for Migration (IOM), and Programa Casa Refugiados A.C. (the last representing civil society), presentations were given on increased inter-regional migration flows, both in transit and return, and the dangers faced by migrants and refugees when traversing the aforementioned routes. Given their vulnerable condition, emphasis was also placed on the promotion and protection of the human rights of migrants and refugees and on the importance of applying instruments such as the Los Angeles Declaration on Migration and Protection and the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration. The work carried out by organizations that provide humanitarian support services for migrants at borders was also presented. In addition, the importance was highlighted of strengthening transnational cooperation to identify migrants who go missing along these routes, as well as the environmental impact, given that the transit areas where the increasing migratory movements occur are also natural resource reserves.
In accordance with the mandates contained in resolutions AG/RES. 2967 (LI-O/21) (operative paragraphs 47, 53 and 55-57) and AG/RES. 2988 (LII-O/22) (operative paragraphs 54-56, 58, and 59), especially the mandates to recognize the work of existing regional mechanisms and consultative processes, and to promote a space for dialogue among these mechanisms and processes, the annual meeting on migration governance and international and regional mechanisms and processes in the area of migration was held with a view to developing a comprehensive and hemispheric approach to strengthen regional cooperation. 
At the meeting, presentations were given on the work of different international and regional bodies dealing with migration, including the South American Conference on Migration, the Regional Conference on Migration, the Declaration of Los Angeles, the Comprehensive Regional Protection and Solutions Framework (MIRPS), the International Dialogue on Migration, and the actions taken by the Inter-American Development Bank in the Caribbean region. The recommendations made to member states at the meeting highlighted the need to continue strengthening coordination and cooperation with those bodies and with other countries in order to facilitate the identification of joint actions to meet the goals of the 2030 Agenda and the expansion of successful programs for migrants; they also underlined the importance of the multilateral approach in implementing solutions to alleviate the problems of migrants and their impact on destination, transit, host, and return countries. The importance of establishing action frameworks to facilitate rapid response to events such as natural disasters and the effects of climate change was also emphasized. Finally, the meeting highlighted the relevance of dialogue on migration open to countries, civil society, academia, the private sector, migrants, and other stakeholders, among others, to analyze different factors in migration and understand good practices, consistent with the need for inclusiveness in each planning and execution stage of migration governance. An overview was provided of opportunities to strengthen coordination and cooperation among regional processes in order to facilitate, through the dissemination of the recommendations of different consultative processes, the identification of joint actions for the strengthening, coherence, and consistency of governance and migration policies, as well as collaboration with civil society and academia.
The last meeting of the Committee focused on the topic “The economic rights of migrants perspective – Support for integration and employability pathways for migrants in collaboration with the ILO,” as mandated by resolutions AG/RES. 2967 (LI-O/21) (operative paragraphs 47-53) and AG/RES. 2988 (LII-O/22) “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development: Promoting Resilience” (operative paragraph: v-54). It was attended by representatives of the International Labor Organization (ILO), the Ministry of Inclusion, Social Security and Migration of Spain, and the Livelihoods and Economic Inclusion Unit of the UNHCR Regional Office for the Americas. 
At the meeting, presentations were given on measures to promote the socioeconomic integration of migrants and refugees from a strategic and collaborative perspective between States, the private sector, and international organizations. The technical and financial resources required for this task were also discussed in depth, as were the challenges and solutions in terms of initiatives promoted in the region and best practices of States.
I would like to mention that the concept notes shared with the delegations (which were prepared by the Chair with the support of the Technical Secretariat), as well as the presentations made by the distinguished speakers who participated in the meetings, are a rich source of information on the status of each of the above migration issues addressed during the period covered by this report. 
Finally, within the framework of the CAM, as a subsidiary body of CIDI, an agreement was reached on the renewal of resolutions and mandates entrusted to the Inter-American Council for Integral Development not implemented in the 2022-2023 period; therefore they did not require meetings for the negotiation of new mandates to be submitted to the General Assembly at its fifty-third regular session. 
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