- 4 -

COMMITTEE ON MIGRATION ISSUES
OEA/Ser.W


CIDI/CAM/doc.21/15*

18 May 2015


Original: Spanish

Report of the Chair of the 

Committee on Migration Issues for the 2014–2015 period 

I. INSTALLATION AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS OF THE CAM

The Committee on Migration Issues, created by resolution AG/RES. 2738 (XLII-O/12), “Strengthening the Topic of Migration in the OAS:  Establishment of the Committee on Migration Issues,” was installed at the regular meeting of CIDI on July 22, 2014. On that same date, Ms. Olga María Pérez, Alternate Representative of Guatemala to the OAS, was elected by acclamation to serve as the Chair of the Committee, and the election of Ms. Inés Martínez Vallinotti, Alternate Representative of the Mission of Paraguay to the OAS, to serve as the CAM’s Vice Chair took place at the Committee’s second meeting, which was held on October 28, 2014.

II. ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT BY THE CAM AND ITS WORKING GROUP

In order to address the specific mandates assigned to the Committee in General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2816 (XLIV-O/14), the CAM and its Working Group have undertaken the following activities, as specified in the “2014–2015 Work Plan of the CAM,” document CIDI/CAM/doc.17/14 rev. 2, adopted on October 28, 2014. Those activities were:

1.
Meetings and Events:

· In October 2014, at the first formal meeting of the period of sessions, the Chair presented the Committee’s Draft Work Plan for the 2014–2015 period. At the second formal meeting, held during that same month, the Committee adopted the Work Plan and agreed to the creation of the Working Group to Update the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families, which was chaired by Ms. Inés Martínez, Vice Chair of the CAM. 

· In November 2014, at the third formal meeting of the CAM’s period of sessions, a thematic meeting on “Migrant Children and Adolescents” was held. It was attended by the following experts: Commissioner Rosa María Ortiz, Rapporteur on the Rights of Children; and Gualberto García Jones, Executive Director of the International Human Rights Group.

· In December 2014, at the fourth formal meeting of the CAM’s period of sessions, a thematic meeting on “Returning and Reincorporating Migrants” was held. It was attended by the following experts: Amy Mahoney, Head of the Counter-Trafficking and Protection Unit at the International Organization for Migration (IOM), and Minister Juan Miguel González from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Paraguay. 

· From February to May 7, 2015, by means of formal and informal meetings, the CAM undertook negotiations on the “Proposal for Updating the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families,” document CIDI/CAM/doc.19/15 rev. 6.

· Finally, on May 18, 2015, the CAM organized the Forum on Challenges and Opportunities in Migratory Flows in the Western Hemisphere. This event opened with a welcoming address by Ambassador José María Argueta, Permanent Representative of the Mission of Guatemala. The forum and the panelists were introduced by Juan Carlos López of CNN. The panelists included the following experts:  Alfonso Aguilar, International Human Rights Group, USA; María Moreno, International Organization for Migration (IOM); Rodolfo Cruz Piñero, College of the Northern Border, Mexico; José María Román, Citizenship and Values Foundation, Spain; and Tamar Jacoby, Immigration Works, USA. The results of this event will be published in the CAM’s report of activities for 2014-2015, which is to be finished prior to the General Assembly in June 2015. The forum was attended by a significant number of participants, including delegations from the OAS’s permanent missions and permanent observers and other institutions involved with the topic of migration.

2.
Updating the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families

· In November 2014, the diagnostic assessment form for the corresponding inter-American program was again distributed among the member states (CIDI/doc.76/13) in order to offer a fresh opportunity to those member states that had not previously shared their views and recommendations. Contributions were received from the delegations of Bolivia and Paraguay. The results of the consultation were incorporated into the existing document containing the update proposal produced by the diagnostic assessment. 

· In late January 2015, the Chair and Vice Chair presented the document “Proposal for Updating the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families,” document CIDI/CAM/doc.19/15 rev. 7. 
· Between February and May 7, 2015, at seven informal meetings and one formal one, all the components of the program document were examined in accordance with the terms of the diagnostic assessment document, including the comments and observations made by the member states’ delegations. Finally, 25 paragraphs of the document were approved at the formal meeting held on May 7, 2015. Most of the paragraphs pending approval were agreed on at the informal meetings. Those paragraphs will be discussed during the CAM’s next period of meetings and, once the document has been approved, it will be referred to CIDI for adoption and subsequent referral to the General Assembly in 2016. 
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