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INTRODUCTION

Migration is a multidimensional phenomenon that has a wide-ranging impact on countries of origin, transit, destination, and return. The OAS member states have agreed that the challenges and opportunities of the migration phenomenon must be addressed coherently, broadly, and with balance, recognizing the relationship that exists between migration and development and the obligation of all countries to protect the human rights of migrants.

The Third Report of the Continuous Reporting System on International Migration in the Americas (SICREMI) states that although temporary and permanent movements have increased globally in recent years, the growth rate of migration in the Americas is more than three times higher than that of the world’s other regions, which serves to indicate the relevance of the topic in our hemisphere.

As the countries have decided to make migration and migrants an explicit part of the post-2015 development agenda at the international level, within our Organization we must continue our reflections, discussions, and exchanges of experiences and good practices to protect migrants’ fundamental rights, eradicate discrimination against migrants, and strengthen the ties between migration and development, together with other objectives that can only be attained through cooperation among states.

Article 58 of the Rules of Procedure of the Regular and Special Meetings of CIDI lists the following functions of the Committee on Migration Issues (CAM):
a.
To serve as the principal forum in the Organization responsible for migration issues, adopting a comprehensive, balanced, and technical approach that takes into consideration the contributions and challenges represented by migration for countries of origin, transit, destination, and/or return, as well as incorporating a gender approach and perspective;

b.
To promote dialogue, cooperation, and exchanges of experience, lessons learned, and best practices in migration matters at the international, regional, subregional, and bilateral level, within a framework of respect for human rights, fostering recognition of the important contribution of migrants to integral development in the Hemisphere;

c.
To review, implement, and monitor such migration matters as the General Assembly or CIDI may entrust to it; and

d.
To promote linkages and exchanges of information with other international agencies and subregional consultative processes that have mandates in this area.

MANDATES

This Work Plan for the Committee on Migration Issues is based on the mandates issued to the Committee by the General Assembly and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) in the following resolutions:
AG/RES. 2738 (XLII-O/12) “Strengthening the Topic of Migration in the OAS,” operative paragraphs 1 to 3:

1.
To establish, on a priority basis, the Committee on Migratory Issues (CAM) as a permanent committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) of the Organization of American States (OAS). The CAM shall function as the principal forum in the Organization charged with migration issues.

2.
The CAM shall operate in accordance with the statutes and rules of procedure of CIDI and on the basis of the following guidelines, among others:

a.
A comprehensive, balanced, and technical approach that takes into consideration the contributions and challenges represented by migration for countries of origin, transit, destination, and/or return.

b.
The importance of dialogue, exchanges of good practices, and the implementation of international, regional, subregional, and bilateral cooperation initiatives in the migration area, to expand the contribution made by migration to the Hemisphere’s integral development.

c.
The global nature of migration processes and the peculiarities of South-South migration in its work.

d.
Actions to strengthen the contributions of migrants by dignifying their image.

e.
The inclusion of a gender perspective in its work.

f.
It will take into consideration the work carried out by the Special Committee on Migration Issues (CEAM) and the programs carried out by the Migration and Development Program (MIDE). 

g.
The CAM shall be a forum for exchanges of experiences and lessons learned in the member states on the effective management of migration flows and for the identification of areas for possible cooperation.

3.
To instruct the CAM to review, implement, and monitor the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and their Families, with a view to optimizing its objectives. The CAM shall submit a report on the results obtained to the General Assembly.
II) 
AG/RES. 2816 (XLIV-O/14), “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development” operative paragraphs 18 to 22:  
18. To instruct the Committee on Migration Issues (CAM) to update the “Inter-American 
Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families,” taking into account the diagnostic assessment of said inter-American program contained in document CIDI/CAM/doc.14/14 Rev. 1, and to present it to the General Assembly at its forty-fifth regular session. 

19.    To instruct the CAM, in keeping with the document “Future Framework of Action for the CAM” (CIDI/Doc.97/14), also to focus its cooperation work during the 2014-2015 period on comprehensive public policies focused on:

A. Migrant integration in host countries

· Media campaigns to dignify the image of migrants and prevent xenophobia

B. Inclusion of migrants that return to their countries of origin
· Labor market insertion programs for migrants that return to their countries of origin

C. Contributions of migrants

· Recognition and measurement of the economic and social contributions made by migrants in countries of origin and host countries

20.  To request the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) to assist the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) in including the topic of “migration and development” in the latter's Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development based on the document “Migration and Development in the Americas” (CIDI/Doc.96/14).

21. To request SEDI to keep the CAM informed about the financial sustainability of the Continuous Reporting System on International Migration for the Americas (SICREMI). 

22.  To urge member states, permanent observers, and regional, international, and civil society organizations and other social actors to consider making voluntary contributions to the work of the CAM.

ACTIVITIES

Based on the “Future Framework of Action for the Committee on Migration Issues (CAM),” the purpose of which is to serve as a flexible guide for defining the CAM’s work plans, and on the migration-related topics deemed a priority by our states, the Chair proposes undertaking the following actions:

1. Two thematic sessions, with the participation of national experts, international organizations, and civil society organizations, on the following topics:

a. Ties with national communities abroad: community programs, consular assistance and protection, and return programs.

b. New challenges in migration: migrants in humanitarian crisis situations, refugees, displaced persons, and environmentally driven migration.

2. Two half-day forums on the following topics:

a. Protecting the human rights of migrants.

b. Migration and the development agenda.

3. Define contents and modalities to implement a campaign to improve public perceptions of migrants.

4. Conclude the updating of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and their Families. Installation of the Working Group and organization of formal and informal sessions to conclude the negotiations before the end of 2015, for its adoption by CIDI, ad referendum of the 46th regular session of the General Assembly.

5. Dissemination of the main results and future actions of the Continuous Reporting System on International Migration in the Americas (SICREMI).

6. Dissemination of the CAM’s activities: web page, information bulletins, newspaper stories, or use of social networks, as applicable.

7. Consideration of a draft resolution on the topic of migration for referral to CIDI with a view to its presentation to the forty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly.

This Work Program is to serve as a guide, but with flexibility according to how migration topics evolve in the hemisphere and to the interests and suggestions expressed by the member states over the 2015 / 2016 period.

CAM CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES

	Month
	Mandate
	Activity

	October
	AG/RES. 2816 (XLIV-O/14) “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development,” paragraphs 18 to 22

AG/RES. 2738 (XLII-O/12) “Strengthening the Topic of Migration in the OAS: Establishment of the Committee on Migration Issues,” paragraphs 1 to 3


	1. Election of Vice Chair.

2. Consideration of 2014-2015 Work Plan.

3. Installation of the Working Group to Update the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and their Families. 

	October
	AG/RES. 2816 (XLIV-O/14) “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development,” paragraph 18

AG/RES. 2738 (XLII-O/12) “Strengthening the Topic of Migration in the OAS: Establishment of the Committee on Migration Issues,” paragraph 3


	1. Meeting of the Working Group to Update the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and their Families.

2. Establish schedule of meetings to conclude the review of the Program.

	November
	AG/RES. 2816 (XLIV-O/14) “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development,” paragraph 19

AG/RES. 2738 (XLII-O/12) “Strengthening the Topic of Migration in the OAS: Establishment of the Committee on Migration Issues,” operative paragraphs 1 and 2

AG/RES. 2816 (XLIV-O/14) “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development,” paragraph 18

AG/RES. 2738 (XLII-O/12) “Strengthening the Topic of Migration in the OAS: Establishment of the Committee on Migration Issues,” paragraph 3


	1. Presentation by the Chair of proposal for the forum on protecting the rights of migrants.

2. Presentation of proposal for a campaign to improve public perceptions of migrants (first half of 2016).

3. Progress report by the Working Group to Update the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and their Families. 

4. Presentation of the main results of the 2015 SICREMI report.

	December
	AG/RES. 2816 (XLIV-O/14) “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development,” paragraph 19

AG/RES. 2738 (XLII-O/12) “Strengthening the Topic of Migration in the OAS: Establishment of the Committee on Migration Issues,” operative paragraphs 1 and 2


	1. Forum on protecting the rights of migrants.

	December
	AG/RES. 2816 (XLIV-O/14) “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development,” paragraph 18

AG/RES. 2738 (XLII-O/12) “Strengthening the Topic of Migration in the OAS: Establishment of the Committee on Migration Issues,” paragraph 3
	2. Conclusion of the work of the Working Group to Update the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and their Families, and approval of the final version of the document. 

	January
	AG/RES. 2816 (XLIV-O/14) “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development,” paragraph 19

AG/RES. 2738 (XLII-O/12) “Strengthening the Topic of Migration in the OAS: Establishment of the Committee on Migration Issues,” operative paragraphs 1 and 2


	1. Thematic session: “Ties with national communities abroad: community programs, consular assistance and protection, and return programs.”

2. Presentation by the Chair of projects for the first half of 2016:

· Campaign to improve public perceptions of migrants.

· Thematic session on consular protection and assistance.

· Forum on migration on the development agenda.

	February
	AG/RES. 2816 (XLIV-O/14) “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development,” paragraph 19

AG/RES. 2738 (XLII-O/12) “Strengthening the Topic of Migration in the OAS: Establishment of the Committee on Migration Issues,” operative paragraphs 1 and 2
	1. Thematic session on new challenges in migration: migrants in humanitarian crisis situations, refugees, displaced persons, and environmentally driven migration. 

2. Presentation of the draft resolution for consideration by CIDI with a view to the 46th General Assembly 

	March
	AG/RES. 2816 (XLIV-O/14) “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development,” paragraph 19

AG/RES. 2738 (XLII-O/12) “Strengthening the Topic of Migration in the OAS: Establishment of the Committee on Migration Issues,” operative paragraphs 1 and 2


	1. Forum on migration on the development agenda.

	April
	AG/RES. 2816 (XLIV-O/14) “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development,” paragraph 18

AG/RES. 2738 (XLII-O/12) “Strengthening the Topic of Migration in the OAS: Establishment of the Committee on Migration Issues,” paragraph 3


	1. Negotiation of draft resolution for consideration by CIDI with a view to the 46th General Assembly. 

	May
	AG/RES. 2816 (XLIV-O/14) “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development,” paragraph 18

AG/RES. 2738 (XLII-O/12) “Strengthening the Topic of Migration in the OAS: Establishment of the Committee on Migration Issues,” paragraph 3


	1. Approval of draft resolution for consideration by CIDI with a view to the 46th General Assembly. 
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