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The effects of climate change have increased displacements and migration flows in the Americas region, as natural disasters, extended floods and droughts have forced populations exposed to environmental risk factors to migrate, either for survival or in search of a better economic situation and safety. Because of this, the impact of climate phenomena on human mobility has brought on new demands and challenges for states in the region, pressuring them to include climate change-related migration issues in their regulatory and policy frameworks.
Sudden-onset natural disasters and climate variability directly impact the livelihood of the most vulnerable segments of society in the Americas, exponentially increasing competition for scarce natural resources and giving rise to humanitarian emergencies in terms of territorial conflict, food insecurity, availability of water resources, and public health.

IOM 2050 forecasts (IOM, 2015) about individuals who will have to emigrate due to the effects of climate change – such as rising sea levels, resulting floods, droughts, and hurricanes – point to a significant increase in this phenomenon. It is also estimated that millions of people’s livelihood will be jeopardized by the resultant changes in ecosystems; and droughts and desertification will to a great extent hinder the delivery of safe drinking water, while an imbalance in sanitation services will force affected populations to leave their home country in search of new opportunities (IOM, 2009, p. 84).


Population and/or migration flows for environmental reasons are usually to cities or mega-cities because migrants, particularly those from the lower socio-economic strata, are especially vulnerable because they live in areas at high risk of various climate hazards.

In the 21st century, climate change will pose a very serious threat to collective security in the hemisphere, as well as to shared interests in its stability, disproportionately affecting the world’s lesser developed countries, and will thus pose new challenges for states in terms of preventive policies and mitigating migration flows.

Examples of recent climate change developments with significant implications for migration in South America include the La Niña floods in Colombia (2010), Peru (2012), and Brazil (2013); and persistent rains that forced groups to move from Bolivia to Brazil and from Colombia to Ecuador in 2014.

In addition, according to the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC), the countries with the largest internal displacement triggered by disasters in 2015 include the floods in Paraguay (171,000 people), followed by Brazil (59,000 people), Venezuela (45,000 people), Argentina (36,000 people), and Uruguay (24,000 people) [IDMC, 2016, p.98]. 

Because of concern about the challenges posed by climate change and its connection to migration, the issue has been included on the agendas of the international community and consequently addressed in such contexts as the 2015 UN Paris Agreement, the 2016 World Humanitarian Summit, the 2016 New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants, the Cancun Adaptation Framework arising from the 2010 Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the 2016 General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS), and the XVI South American Conference on Migration in 2016.
Among other outcomes, these forums would:

· Urge states to strengthen areas of cooperation to include support measures such as: (a) early warning systems; (b) emergency preparedness; (c) slow-moving phenomena; (d) phenomena that can cause permanent and irreversible loss and damage; (e) comprehensive risk assessment and management; (f) risk insurance services, climate risk pooling, and other insurance solutions; (g) non-economic losses; and (h) resilience in communities, livelihoods, and ecosystems.

· Continue to encourage member states to exchange experiences with social protection programs, mechanisms, public policies on migration and consular matters, climate change, disaster risk reduction, and other measures being pursued to adapt, mitigate, and counteract the adverse effects of climate change and its possible impact on food security and migration.

Weaknesses and shortcomings that must be resolved in order to move the issue forward were also highlighted, as follows: 

· i) lack of specific rules, formal recognition, and guidelines for action on environmental migration, at the domestic and regional levels; ii) lack of harmonized and coordinated policies, legal frameworks, and measures on climate change, disaster risk reduction, and migration, where climate change and disaster policies and rules do not address the issue of human mobility, and migration rules and policies do not specifically or adequately address the issue of cross-border movements in the context of climate change and disasters; iii) the fact that the vast majority of countries in the region have no specific rule on climate change nor have to date ratified the Paris Agreement. 

At the national level, several states have made significant progress in strengthening the governance of migration by taking into consideration climate change, articulated in a variety of regulations. Argentina, Bolivia, Peru, Brazil, and Ecuador are among those states.

The effects of climate change have a cross-cutting impact on all aspects of food security, as it affects access, availability, and proper distribution of food. According to the IOM & WFP, “Food security is achieved if adequate food (quantity, quality, safety, sociocultural acceptability) is available and accessible for and satisfactorily utilized by all individuals at all times to live a healthy and happy life.”

Environmental imbalances are putting more pressure on different ecosystems to meet rising food demand; and although technological advances have increased food production (irrigation, fertilizer use, and expansion of farmland), they have also led to environmental degradation.

“Hunger without Borders,” the study jointly conducted by the International Organization for Migration and the World Food Program with the support of the Organization of American States and the London School of Economics (LSE), states that food insecurity is a direct causal factor of regional migration and that because of the prolonged drought seasons in those countries there is a positive correlation between food insecurity and migration in the three countries studied (El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras). The study also argues the need to invest in food security to prevent migration from being a primary goal. 

The three food insecurity-related dimensions of migration (transit, expulsion, and reception) in all three countries is discussed – that is, the poorest emigrate internally while the less poor tend to emigrate externally as costs may be involved (WFP & IOM, 2015, p.20). The study goes on to note that the household members who usually go the migration route in search of better conditions are usually heads of household and/or older children, which leaves the remaining householders vulnerable to food insecurity (WFP & IOM, 2015, p.22).
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