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INTRODUCTION:

The inclusion of migration on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, in addition to underscoring the multidimensional nature of international migration, recognizes the positive contribution of migrants to inclusive growth and sustainable development, as well as the complex relationship between migration and development. 

This recognition is essential given the global reality characterized by the swelling number of migrants, which reached 244 million in 2015. This calls for identifying more comprehensive strategies to tackle the challenges and leverage the opportunities stemming from international migration. 

The 2015 Continuous Reporting System on International Migration in the Americas (SICREMI, its acronym in Spanish) emphasizes that, although temporary and permanent movements have increased 5% in the Americas in recent years, this figure for Latin American and Caribbean countries was three times higher, or 17% over the same period. 
The immigrant population (stock) in the Americas has grown from around 34 million in 1990 to 61 million in 2013, an increase of nearly 78% compared to the 42% observed for the rest of the world. 
The relationship between migration and development is also evident in migrants’ economic and social contributions, which are yet to get the recognition they deserve because of considerable information gaps in terms of their impact on the main economic and social indicators of the countries concerned, among other reasons. Through their productive endeavors, wealth creation, consumption patterns, taxes, payment for services, cultural contributions, ideas, and identities, for instance, migrants contribute to the development of host countries. Meanwhile, with the transfer of social and financial resources such as knowledge, skills and ideas, tourism, and remittances to family,
/ they help ease the economic, political, and social effects of inequality and poverty, provide access to education and health, and even increase productive investment, encourage entrepreneurship, and create jobs, among other things.
The significant increase in the population of returning migrants has been gaining importance in some countries. In that respect, challenges that countries of origin must deal with include timely recognition of and attention to the needs of this population in terms of education, health, and housing; and designing instruments to tap the experience, skills, and knowledge gained by migrants who left, combining this with knowledge, existing opportunities, and the understanding of the country’s situation, which those who stayed behind have sought.
/
Moreover, the extent and intensity of today’s migration phenomenon are also related to differences among countries and regions in terms of levels of development.
Since the Committee on Migration Issues (CAM) was established as a permanent committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), the mandates arising from the Committee have repeatedly underscored the importance of dignifying the image of migrants and preventing xenophobia; recognizing and measuring the economic and social contributions made by migrants to the development of countries of origin and host countries, as well as actions to enhance these contributions; the need for measurements on the integration of migrants in host countries; and the inclusion of migrants returning to their countries of origin, among others.
/

Article 58 of the Rules of Procedures for the Regular and Special Meetings of CIDI establishes the following as among the functions of the CAM: “to promote dialogue, cooperation, and exchanges of experience, lessons learned, and best practices in migration matters at the international, regional, subregional, and bilateral level, within a framework of respect for human nights, fostering recognition of the important contribution of migrants to integral development in the Hemisphere.” 

The Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families, establishes among its general objectives “foster[ing] analysis and understanding of the contribution of migrants and migration to overall development and their impact on the national and regional agendas of the countries of the Hemisphere, taking into account the crosscutting core issues of human rights protection, gender perspective, and the special needs vulnerable population groups.” 
Based on the foregoing, the proposed work plan of the Committee on Migration Issues for the 2017 – 2018 period sets forth actions to implement the following pending mandates:
· Recognition of migrants’ contributions to sustainable development in countries of origin and host countries and the importance of their inclusion in their communities, through thematic meetings to analyze data and information from different areas of influence and the periodic dissemination of this information through related social media messaging (support for the UN TOGETHER campaign), to combat prejudice and social stigmas against migrants;
· Follow-up to the implementation of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families, through a CIDI meeting with the participation of Program implementers, to share experiences and information. Creation of a catalogue of best practices to be presented at the meeting.
The year 2018 will be a crucial year for migration, given the development within the United Nations of the Global Compact on Safe, Orderly, and Regular Migration, in which all member states are engaged. Although the Committee on Migration Issues has contributed by way of AG/RES. 2910 (XLVII-O/17) “Migration in the Americas” (Español - English), it will remain a priority follow-up matter throughout this period. 
MANDATES:
The current Work Plan of the Committee on Migration Issues is based on the mandates issued by the General Assembly and CIDI for this committee, by way of the following resolutions:
I. AG/RES. 2738 (XLII-O/12) “Strengthening the Topic of Migration in the OAS: Establishment of the Committee on Migration Issues,” operative paragraphs 1 and 2:
1. To establish, on a priority basis, the Committee on Migratory Issues (CAM) as a permanent committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) of the Organization of American States (OAS). The CAM shall function as the principal forum in the Organization charged with migration issues.

2. The CAM shall operate in accordance with the statutes and rules of procedure of CIDI and on the basis of the following guidelines, among others:

a. A comprehensive, balanced, and technical approach that takes into consideration the contributions and challenges represented by migration for countries of origin, transit, destination, and/or return.
b. The importance of dialogue, exchanges of good practices, and the implementation of international, regional, subregional, and bilateral cooperation initiatives in the migration area, to expand the contribution made by migration to the Hemisphere’s integral development.

c. Actions to strengthen the contributions of migrants by dignifying their image.

d. The inclusion of a gender perspective in its work.

II. AG/RES. 2816 (XLIV-O/14) “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development,” operative paragraphs 19 and 20.

19. 
To instruct the CAM, in keeping with the document “Future Framework of Action for the CAM” (CIDI/doc.97/14), also to focus its cooperation work during the 2014-2015 period on comprehensive public policies focused on: 

A. 
Migrant integration in host countries 

( 
Media campaigns to dignify the image of migrants and prevent xenophobia 
B. 
Inclusion of migrants that return to their countries of origin 
( 
Labor market insertion programs for migrants that return to their countries of origin 
C. 
Contributions of migrants 
( 
Recognition and measurement of the economic and social contributions made by migrants in countries of origin and host countries
20.
To request SEDI to assist CIDI in including the topic of “migration and development” in the latter’s Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development based on the document “Migration and Development in the Americas” (CIDI/doc.96/14). 

III. AG/RES. 2881 (XLVI-O/16) “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development, operative paragraphs 33, 36, and 37. 
33.
To instruct the CAM, in keeping with the document “Future Framework of Action for the CAM” (CIDI/CAM/doc.11/14 rev. 4) and in accordance with the activities envisaged in the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families, to center its cooperation work during the 2016-2017 period on, among others: 

A.
Protection of human rights of migrants
B.
Migrant integration in host countries 

C.
Inclusion of migrants who return to their countries of origin 

D.
Contributions of migrants 

36.
To acknowledge the important contribution of migrants to integral development and vigorously condemn all manifestations or acts of racism, discrimination, xenophobia, and related intolerance toward migrants, in connection with, among others, access to employment, professional training, housing, education, health care services, social services, and public services. 

37.
To support the Organization in its efforts to assist states in meeting the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) on migration and human mobility.
IV. AG/RES. 2883 (XLVI-O/16) “Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families.” Section on Program Coordination and Follow-up Activities:
The political organ responsible for Program execution will be the CAM, which, for this purpose, will receive support from the unit within the General Secretariat designated for this purpose. 

The organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS will include actions aimed at implementing the activities listed in this Program in their annual reports to the General Assembly of the Organization. Furthermore, member states of the OAS will be invited to report on the specific optional activities suggested in this Program. 

The Inter-American Council for Integral Development shall consider convening an annual meeting, to be attended by the Program implementers, in order to exchange best practices, information, and new proposals for inclusion in this initiative. The Program implementers and the states will have the opportunity at this meeting to present the contributions mentioned in the preceding paragraph. 

In order to guarantee appropriate Program follow-up, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, through the CAM, will consider convening prior to the Summits of the Americas, a meeting of experts to review the progress of the Program and submit recommendations to the Summits of the Americas. In its work, the meeting of experts shall consider the contributions submitted by the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS and by the member states, as well as the conclusions of the annual meetings convened by the CAM

V. AG/RES. 2904 (XLVII-O/17) “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development.” Section on Migration and development Español - English
HIGHLIGHTING the close nexus among migration, development, and human rights, and recognizing that respect for human rights is a fundamental pillar to enhance the contributions of migrants to development; and 
RECALLING the activities proposed and implemented in the “Future Framework of Action of the CAM” (CIDI/CAM/doc.11/14 rev. 4) Español - English and in the Work Plan of the Committee on Migration Issues for the 2016-2017 period (CIDI/CAM/doc.32/16 rev. 1) Español - English, in areas including the following:  Migration and Health; Climate Change, Food Security and Migration in the Americas; Dialogue on the Regional Consultative Processes on Migration in the Americas; and Migration and Gender.

RESOLVES: 

1.
To urge member states to strengthen inter-agency coordination and technical cooperation among countries of origin, transit, destination and/or return and to collaborate with other stakeholders of the “Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights of Migrant Workers and Their Families,” as well as with  specialized agencies, in order to promote and protect the human rights of migrants and consider the adoption of public policies that incorporate, inter alia, aspects relating to the promotion of food security, disaster risk reduction, mitigation of the adverse effects of climate change, and health promotion. 

2. 
To urge states to pay particular attention to the multiple forms of vulnerability that migrant women, girls, and adolescent women face, including multiple forms of discrimination and violence in all stages of the migration process, and to reaffirm the need to promote and protect the effective exercise of the rights of women, girls, and adolescent women regardless of their migration status.
3.
To highlight the organization of the first policy dialogue of the regional migration consultative processes, held on March 31, 2017, at OAS headquarters, and to recognize the importance of the CAM in the implementation and follow-up of hemispheric political and technical dialogues on the topic, respecting the independence and structure of the Consultative Processes on Migration and other regional and subregional political forums that deal with migration issues.
4.
To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to convene a meeting with the actors of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and their Families, to exchange best practices and information about its implementation.
VI.
AG/RES. 2910 (XLVII-O/17) “Migration in the Americas,” paragraph 20. 
To urge member states to make contributions to the negotiation of the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly, and Regular Migration and, accordingly, to instruct the OAS General Secretariat to provide support so that, through the OAS Committee on Migration Issues, states can make hemispheric contributions to the construction of that document in accordance with the calendar established in the resolution on modalities adopted by the United Nations General Assembly.
VII. CALENDAR OF CAM ACTIVITIES FOR THE 2017-2018 PERIOD
	DATE
	MANDATE
	ACTIVITY

	SEPTEMBER 22 – 2017

	AG/RES. 2883 (XLVI-O/16) “Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families” 
	1. 1. Election of the Vice President
2. 2. Consideration and adoption of the Work Plan 2017 – 2018
3.  

	OCTOBER 2017

	Framework of Action of the CAM
AG/RES. 2816 (XLIV-O/14) “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development,” operative paragraphs 19 and 20.


	Presentation/approval of material to disseminate on social networks to promote recognition of migrants’ contributions to the Hemisphere’s economic and social development.

Preparations for the CIDI follow-up meeting on the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families. 

	NOVEMBER 2017
	AG/RES. 2816 (XLIV-O/14) “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development,” operative paragraphs 19 and 20.

AG/RES. 2881 (XLVI-O/16) “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development”, operative paragraphs 33, 36, and 37 
	Thematic meeting I: Migrants’ contributions to the host countries and their social inclusion— productive endeavors, wealth creation, consumption patterns, taxes, payment for services, cultural contributions, ideas, and identities.
Dissemination of social network content to promote recognition of migrants’ contributions to the Hemisphere’s economic and social development.

	DECEMBER 2017 (Tentative date, to be coordinated with CIDI) – Could be held first quarter 2018
	AG/RES. 2904 (XLVII-O/17)
Request that the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) convene a meeting with the implementers of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families, to exchange best practices and information about its implementation.
 
	CIDI meeting on the Inter-American Program with Program implementers to exchange best practices. 
Catalogue compilation of best practices presented. 
Launch of the 2017 SICREMI Report
Dissemination of social network content referencing International Migrant’s Day – recognition of migrants’ contributions to the Hemisphere’s economic and social development. 

	FEBRUARY-2018
	AG/RES. 2816 (XLIV-O/14) “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development”, operative paragraphs 19 and 20. 
AG/RES. 2881 (XLVI-O/16) “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development”, operative paragraphs 33, 36, and 37.
	Thematic Meeting II: Socio-economic reintegration of returned migrants 

Dissemination of social network content to promote recognition of migrants’ contributions to the Hemisphere’s economic and social development. 

	MARCH – 2018
	AG/RES. 2816 (XLIV-O/14) “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development”, operative paragraphs 19 and 20. 
AG/RES. 2881 (XLVI-O/16) “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development”, operative paragraphs 33, 36, and 37.
CIDI Document: Migration and Development 

AG/RES. 2910 (XLVII-O/17) Migration in the Americas

	Thematic Meeting III: Migrants’ contributions to the countries of origin 

· Remittances and development 

· Diaspora and development: Mobilization of the resources and skills of the diasporas to invest in and develop their communities of origin
Dissemination of social network content to promote recognition of migrants’ contributions to the Hemisphere’s economic and social development.

	APRIL - 2018
	Rules of Procedure for the Regular and Special Meetings of CIDI
	Negotiation of the draft resolution for CIDI consideration in preparation for the forty-eighth OAS GA

	MAY - 2018
	Rules of Procedure for the Regular and Special Meetings of CIDI
	Approval of the draft resolution for CIDI consideration in preparation for the forty-eighth OAS GA
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�.	In 2016, family remittances in the Latin America and Caribbean region reached a new historic record, which had a very positive impact on the millions of recipient households: $70.369 billion, or a growth of 7.2% over the previous year.


�.	CIDI Document “Migration and Development” (CIDI/CAM/doc.10/13 rev. 5)  � HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/IDMS/Redirectpage.aspx?class=cidi/CAM/doc.&classNum=10&lang=s" ��Español� - � HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/IDMS/Redirectpage.aspx?class=cidi/CAM/doc.&classNum=10&lang=e" ��English� 


�.	Document CIDI/doc.97/14 “Future Framework of Action for the CAM.” AG/RES. 2816 (XLIV-O/14) “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development” � HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/IDMS/Redirectpage.aspx?class=cidi/doc.&classNum=97&lang=s" ��Español� - � HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/IDMS/Redirectpage.aspx?class=cidi/doc.&classNum=97&lang=e" ��English�





