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The assisted voluntary return and reintegration of migrants who return—voluntarily or involuntarily—to their countries of origin are essential components of a comprehensive approach to migration. 

The significant increase in the stock of returned migrants makes timely attention to their needs in terms of, among other things, identity, employment, education, health, and housing a growing priority. The development of instruments that make it possible to tap into the experiences, skills, and knowhow these migrants have acquired and match them up with the knowledge, existing opportunities, and understanding of the realities in their home countries is also becoming increasingly important.

Faced with this reality, since the late 1990s, several of the region’s countries have developed programs for the acceptance and economic, social, and psychosocial reintegration of returned migrants. Such programs offer, via different lines of action, comprehensive services and distinct protocols for migrants who return, whether by air or by land, with special assistance for women, children, and adolescents given the clear increase in the return of these population groups in certain regions.

Effective implementation of these programs requires cooperation and coordinated efforts among a wide range of players, including different government institutions, international organizations, civil society, and other social actors.


Paragraph 33 of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families, suggests that the member states “develop and exchange best practices regarding information and assistance programs aimed at migrants and their families who return to their countries of origin.”

The Framework of Action for the Committee on Migration Issues likewise includes among its central topics, inclusion of migrants who return to their countries of origin, through: Labor market insertion programs; productive investment projects in migrants’ communities of origin; and incentives for the return of human capital, etc.

This thematic session serves as an opportunity to foster an exchange of experiences pertaining to programs that currently exist in the region. It further seeks to create a forum for examining the challenges countries of origin face in implementing such programs and reviewing the outcomes achieved thus far and the sustainability thereof. The session will also allow for discussion of the needs for coordination and cooperation among the different actors so that comprehensive programs to assist returned migrants can be developed or improved.
To encourage debate, this thematic session is proposing the following discussion questions:

· What are the chief lessons learned and the main outcomes achieved from implementation of the existing programs?

· What are the main challenges countries face when it comes to identifying and categorizing the characteristics of returned migrants in an effort to design better support programs to enable them to reintegrate into their countries of origin? 
· How can coordination and cooperation among States be improved at an inter-agency level and with other actors involved in these programs in order to ensure their objectives can be met in a sustainable fashion?


The session will include presentations from officials representing Mexico and Colombia, who will discuss the programs or measures they are implementing. The International Organization for Migration is also scheduled to participate to discuss the current landscape of returned migrants, perspectives, and areas of action it is working on in this regard (the session’s agenda will be circulated at a later date).

Thereafter, time will be given for the member states to weigh in and for dialogue among all the participants.
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