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On December 4, 2000, the United Nations General Assembly, by way of Resolution 55/93, officially proclaimed December 18 as International Migrants Day, inviting states, and societies in general, to pay greater attention to international migration and address it in a deeply meaningful and realistic manner.


International migration is a multidimensional, multifaceted phenomenon with broad impacts on countries of origin, transit, and destination. When it takes place in an orderly, secure, and regular way, migration contributes to the development of states and helps to improve living standards for migrants, their families, and their communities of origin and destination. 

According to the United Nations, the number of migrant persons in the American Hemisphere grew from 47 million in the year 2000 to 68 million in 2017, including migrants in the Latin American and Caribbean area and those concentrated in North America.
/  This means migration is increasingly important to the region, with practical effects on all countries; it must be addressed, therefore, on a basis of regional and multilateral cooperation.

We OAS member states have recognized how migration is linked to the notion of development and to the obligations of states to protect the rights of migrants, regardless of their migration status.


On this date commemorating International Migrants Day, let us reaffirm the importance of protecting the safety, dignity, human rights, and fundamental freedoms of persons who migrate, as set forth in the resolution “Migration in the Americas,” [AG/RES. 2910 (XLVII-O/17)], adopted on June 21, 2017, by the OAS General Assembly, and in the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families.  


Recognition of migration as a positive contributor to culture and development remains a challenge that can be met through commitment to the instruments of the CAM.
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�.	UNDESA, Population Facts, December 2017. Available at: http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/publications/populationfacts/docs/MigrationPopFacts20175.pdf.





