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INTRODUCTION:


As part of the mission entrusted to it by the Inter-American Program for the Promotion of the Human Rights of Migrants, including Migrant Workers and their Families [AG/RES. 2883 (XLVI-O/16)], during the current period of meetings (2018-2019), the Committee on Migrant Issues (CAM) proposes to hold a series of meetings, in the form of informal meetings, with the actors responsible for achieving the objectives proposed in the Program. 


During this period, the Office of the Vice Chair has the task of following up on the work done by the various institutions in the inter-American system and of ensuring compliance with the Program’s objectives, i.e.:
A. General Objectives
1. To promote and protect the human rights of migrants, including migrant workers and their families regardless of their migratory status, and to further the formulation, adoption, and implementation of comprehensive migrant policies that foster their development.  In addition, to incorporate these activities into the work of the OAS organs, organisms, and entities, as appropriate.
2. To foster the analysis and understanding of the contribution of migrants and migration to overall development and its impact on the national and regional agenda of the countries of the Hemisphere, taking into account the cross-cutting themes of protection of human rights, a gender perspective, and the special needs of groups in vulnerable situations.
3. To promote dialogue and cooperation on migration among the actors included in the Program, and coordination between them and multilateral organizations, the academic sector, civil society, and other stakeholders.
B. Specific Objectives
1. To facilitate orderly, safe, regular, responsible, and informed migration to reduce vulnerability related to the condition of migrants and provide for their overall security.  In addition, to strengthen cooperation with a view to preventing, combatting, and sanctioning exploitation of labor, trafficking in persons, illicit trafficking of migrants, and assisting the persons who have been subject to these actions.
2. To promote the creation or strengthening of networks or systems to support migrants in member states and invite governments to generate policies and programs to create links with their co-nationals abroad through the consular network.
3. To provide information, notifications, communication, and consular assistance to migrants in accordance with the obligations of the States Parties to the 1963 Vienna Convention on Consular Relations.
4. To align the activities of the organs, organisms, and entities of the OAS with the present Program, taking into account the approach to migration in the 2030 Agenda.
5. To foster the creation of programs to regularize the status of migrants as a way of promoting and protecting their human rights and visibility in the destination societies, in accordance with the constitutional and legal system of each country. 
6. To step up efforts by member states, in cooperation with civil society and other social actors, the private sector, and local communities, to alert migrants and their families to the dangers of human traffickers and traffickers or smugglers of migrants, and to the potential risks and vulnerabilities of irregular migration.
7. To promote further studies and the dissemination of information on the causes, consequences, and impact of migration, on the potential of migrants as agents for development, and on the collateral effects of the phenomenon of migration on vulnerable populations.
8. To take into account the best interests of children, as well as the principle of family unity, in designing and implementing public policies, national legislation, and procedures applicable to the situation of unaccompanied migrant children and adolescents.
9. To compile and systematize data to include migratory flows and trends in the region, and to obtain information on the specific nature and needs of persons in a situation of mobility, including gathering of information on communities in other countries.
10. To establish policies and promote activities that encourage social integration and celebrate the cultural contributions of migrants, as well as programs that fight xenophobia, discrimination, and intolerance.  In addition, to pay special attention to border areas, which are key spaces for cultural and social links.
11. To foster exchanges of best practices and cooperation among the countries of origin, transit, destination, and return of migrants, in order to further the development and protection of the human rights of migrants, including migrant workers and their families, and migrants in situations of humanitarian crises or natural disasters.
12. To encourage the participation, cooperation, and creation of alliances among governments, the private sector, international organizations, the academic sector, civil society, and other social actors, migrants, and their organizations, to ensure the consistency and maximize the effectiveness of policies designed to optimize the positive effects of migration in the development of the countries of the region and to deal with its challenges.

The following institutions are among those invited by the Office of the Vice Chair:
· The Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS) of the Organization of American States (OAS) is tasked with promoting and coordinating cooperation among OAS member states, and between them and the inter-American system and other entities of the international system, with a view to assessing, preventing, coping with, and responding effectively to threats to security, by developing cooperation and strengthening the capacity of OAS member states in this area.  With regard to the Inter-American Program for the Promotion of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and their Families, its mission is to help strengthen cooperation among member states and with civil society and other social actors, the private sector, and local communities to prevent and sanction exploitation of migrant workers and their families, trafficking in persons, and illegal trafficking of migrants, and generate support for the persons who have been subject to these practices. 
· The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) is responsible for promoting and protecting human rights in the Americas.  With respect to the Inter-American Program for the Promotion of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and their Families, it works to guarantee the protection of the human rights of migrants and their families by promoting the creation of programs to regularize the status of migrants as a way of ensuring the promotion and protection of their human rights, and to promote an exchange of best practices and cooperation among the countries of origin, transit, destination, and return of migrants, in order to advance protection of the human rights of migrants and their families, including during humanitarian crises or natural disasters. 
· The Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM). This institution is mandated to promote the rights of women and gender equality and equity.  In conjunction with the Inter-American Program for the Promotion of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and their Families, its mission is to ensure that a gender perspective is included in the implementation of its objectives.
· The goal of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (INN) is to help coordinate public policies related to children in the Hemisphere, by promoting the relationship between governments and civil society and generating an awareness of problems affecting children in the region.  With regard to the Inter-American Program for the Promotion of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and their Families, it works to ensure that the best interests of children and the principle of family unity are reflected in the design and implementation of public policies, national legislation, and migration procedures. 

All member state delegations may take part in coordinating efforts and in the activities programmed by the CAM Vice Chair, depending on their agenda and their specific interests. 
MANDATES:

The present Work Plan of the Inter-American Committee on Migrant Issues is constructed on the basis of the mandates handed down by the General Assembly and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to this Committee in the following resolutions:
I. AG/RES. 2738 (XLII-O/12) “Strengthening the Topic of Migration in the OAS:  Establishment of the Committee on Migration Issues,” operative paragraphs 1-3: Español - English
II. AG/RES. 2883 (XLVI-O/16) “Inter-American Program for the Promotion of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and their Families,” operative paragraphs 13: Español - English
III. AG/RES. 2910 (XLVII-O/17) Migration in the Americas; operative paragraphs 1-20. Español - English
IV. AG/RES. 2916 (XLVIII-O/18) Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development. “Fostering the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, including Migrant Workers and their Families, in accordance with the Inter-American Program on the subject, to enhance their contribution to development.”  Operative paragraphs 26-33: Español - English 

ACTORS OF THE PROGRAM AND SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES SUGGESTED BY THE 
VICE CHAIR:
A. Organs, organisms, and entities of the OAS and the inter-American system referred to in this Program
1. The Committee on Migrant Issues (CAM):

2. The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)
B. Specialized organisms:

1. Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM):

2. Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN):

C. OAS member states
CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES PROPOSED BY THE VICE CHAIR OF CAM
	DATE
	ACTIVITY

	FEBRUARY – 2019


	1. Circulation of the Work Plan of the CAM Vice Chair to follow up on the Inter-American Program for the Promotion of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and their Families, and the Resolution on Migration in the Americas. 

	FEBRUARY  – 2019


	2. Informal meeting of the CAM, with personnel from the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, including Cristian Taboada and Anna Ochoa 

	FEBRRUARY - 2019

	Informal meeting of the CAM with personnel from the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, with the Rapporteur on the Rights of Migrants, Commissioner Luis Ernesto Vargas Silva and with Alvaro Botero, IACHR expert on migration issues

	MARCH  - 2019
	Informal meeting of the CAM with personnel from the Inter-American Commission of Women, including Beatriz Piñeres, or TBD.

	MARCH - 2019
	Informal meeting of the CAM with personnel from the Inter-American Children’s Institute, with Victor Giorgi, or TBD.

	APRIL - 2019
	Informal meeting of the CAM with the participation of CIDI, to present progress made in implementing the Inter-American Program for the Promotion of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and their Families, and the resolution on Migration in the Americas.
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