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CONCEPT NOTE
SECOND THEMATIC MEETING:  “MIGRATION IN THE AMERICAS FROM A COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE,” TO BE HELD ON MARCH 25, 2019
(Prepared by the Chair of the CAM, with the support of the Technical Secretariat)
Place: Padilha Vidal
Time: 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Of the 258 million international migrants, over 60 percent are located in Asia, where around 80 million immigrants reside, and in Europe, with 78 million.
/ The third largest concentration of international migrants is found in the Americas, with about 68 million. However, this population is not distributed homogeneously, since the majority is concentrated in North America, where 58 million immigrants live, mostly in the United States, the country with the most immigrants in the world in absolute figures (50 million).
/

The concentration of international migrants in Latin America and the Caribbean, however, is much smaller, since there are only 10 million in the entire region, many fewer than, for instance, in Africa, where there are 25 million. For that matter, it would appear that it is only recently that the countries of the region have become part of the dynamics of international migration. 

In fact, however, the region has a long history linked to the phenomena of international migration.  Between 1870 and the 1930’s, the region as a whole attracted the largest number of international migrants in the world after the United States,
/ and so the demographic, cultural, economic, political, and social characteristics of many countries in the region have been marked by the migratory phenomena they have experienced.  This was especially evident in the cases of Argentina, Uruguay, and Brazil, which received the largest flows of migrants from the North and Southern Europe, but it is also the case of countries such as Chile and Peru, which received more varied flows, including people from Asia and the Middle East. 

Moreover, Latin America and the Caribbean have also experienced important migratory phenomena between neighboring countries, some of which began as early as the last part of the 19th century, and today constitute important migratory systems linking demographic, economic, social, and political dynamics of entire regions of countries of origin and destination.  Examples include the migratory system formed as a result of migration from Guatemala to Mexico; from Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador to Belize; from Nicaragua to Costa Rica; or from Haiti to the Dominican Republic, to mention a few. 


Even more so, the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean have been the source of important flows of migrants to other countries in the world, especially from the 1980’s to the present.  Today, 37.7 million international migrants come from these countries, the majority of whom went to the United States, but also to European countries, such as Spain.
/  In this way, many countries of the region have had considerable experience with the phenomenon of emigration, and particularly Mexico, El Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala, Belize, Colombia, and Ecuador, to name a few.  This phenomenon has led these countries to develop specific policies for various purposes, such as the following:  1) to provide care and protection for expatriate populations in the destination countries; 2) to maintain and cultivate links with them, so that they contribute to economic development processes in the places and countries of origin; and 3) to facilitate their socioeconomic reintegration into their country of origin in the case of their return to their country of origin. 

Despite all of the experiences related to the different international migration phenomena, and the public policy responses to them, to date the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean are still facing the challenge of building a comprehensive and effective framework for governing international migration that enable them to respond as efficiently as possible to the various forms of international migration and human mobility that they are confronting and may confront in the future; responses based on a rights approach. 


In recent years, many countries in the region have changed their legal systems on migration and refugees to focus on the human being, including a rights-based approach that incorporates important aspects of international and inter-American rules and principles on the subject.  Also, as countries have been experiencing new or more intensive migratory phenomena, such as the migration of Venezuelans to other countries of the region, principally in South America, the countries of the region have been adopting new public policy measures to facilitate procedures for receiving and integrating these populations. 

All of these measures represent a significant step forward.  However, in view of the complexity of migratory phenomena and human mobility we are experiencing today in the countries of the region and their increasing relevance to their economic, political, and social development, it is important to generate creative and novel responses, which reflect best practices from other regions and countries in the world that have experienced important international migration phenomena in recent decades. 


In this context, this meeting of the Committee on Migration Issues will be devoted to reflecting on the following questions:
· What are the challenges in the area of international migration faced by other regions and countries of the world where this phenomenon has a broad impact? 
· What legislative and public policy measures have been adopted by these countries to respond to these challenges at a national level, and, as applicable, at a regional and subregional level? 
· How effective have these measures been in ensuring that international migration has a positive effect on economic and social development, for both the countries of origin as well as the destination countries, and that it also contributes to an improvement in the living conditions of the migrants themselves?
· What are the lessons learned in the area of governance of migration in other parts of the world, and what can the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean learn from them?

In deliberating on these questions, we have invited the following persons to attend this meeting:  James Hollifield, Academic Director of the Tower Center and a political science professor at Southern Methodist University, who will speak on the general context of governance of international migration and the experience of Morocco as an important country of origin, transit, and destination; Andrew Geddes, Director of the Migration Policy Center of the European University Institute based in Florence, Italy, who will address the recent experience of some European countries as countries of destination and governance of migration in the European Union; Fiona Adamson, Professor of International Relations at the University of London, who will talk about governance of migration in the case of Turkey, as an important country of origin, transit, and destination; and, Erwin Tiongson, a professor of international relations in charge of the area of International Development at Georgetown University, who will refer to the experience of Southeast Asian countries.

There will be space for presentations by the member states.  States are invited to share legislative and public policy experiences they have put into practice in recent years in the area of governance of migration, so that we can compare these with the presentations of the invited speakers.
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