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I. ESTABLISHMENT, MANDATE, AND OFFICERS
The General Assembly, by resolution AG/RES. 2738 (XLII-O/12), established the Committee on Migration Issues (CAM) as a permanent committee of the Inter-American Council on Integral Development (CIDI) of the Organization of American States (OAS) with the mandate to function as the principal forum in the Organization charged with migration issues.
The CAM was installed at the meeting of CIDI of July 24, 2012, and, at the XX Regular Meeting of CIDI, held on October 15, 2012, Ms. Carla Serazzi, Alternate Representative of Chile to the OAS, was elected as its Chair. The election of the Vice Chair was postponed until a later meeting of the Committee.  At the third meeting of the Committee, held on January 14, 2013, Ms. Ana Paola Riveros, Alternate Representative of Mexico to the OAS, was elected as its Vice Chair.

A. Functions of the CAM

Under Article 58 of the Rules of Procedure for regular and special meetings of CIDI, the Committee on Migration Issues shall have the following functions:
a.
To serve as the principal forum in the Organization charged with migration issues, adopting a comprehensive, balanced, and technical approach that takes into consideration the contributions and challenges represented by migration for countries of origin, transit, destination, and/or return, as well as incorporating a gender approach and perspective; 
b.
To promote dialogue, cooperation, and exchanges of experience, lessons learned, and best practices in migration matters at the international, regional, subregional, and bilateral level, within a framework of respect for human rights, fostering recognition of the important contribution of migrants to integral development in the Hemisphere;

c.
To review, implement, and monitor such migration matters as the General Assembly or CIDI may entrust to it; and
d.
To promote linkages and exchanges of information with other international agencies and subregional consultative processes that have mandates in this area. 
B. Creation of the Informal Working Group to Review the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families
In 2012, the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS), by resolution AG/RES. 2738 (XLII-O/12), instructed the Committee on Migration Issues (CAM) to review, implement, and monitor the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and their Families, with a view to optimizing its objectives, and to submit a report on the results obtained throughout these processes.

In fulfillment of that mandate, the CAM created, in accordance with its Work Plan, contained in document CIDI/CAM/doc.1/12, the Informal Working Group to Review the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families (Inter-American Program), which was presided over by Ms. Paola Riveros, Alternate Representative of Mexico and Vice Chair of the CAM.

II. PROCEEDINGS
A. Work plan of the CAM

In fulfillment of its mandate, and in accordance with the provisions of the Work Plan of the Committee on Migration Issues (CIDI/CAM/doc.1/13 rev. 2), the CAM held nine informal meetings.  That Work Plan established the following goals for the 2012-2013 term:
a. Begin consolidating the CAM within the framework of CIDI, to further its development.

b. Get the member states actively engaged in the CAM’s activities; to that end, an effort will be made to introduce other meeting formats, while reducing the number of thematic sessions.

c. Increase the member states’ understanding of the work the Organization conducts on migration issues.

d. Strengthen the nexus of CIDI activities in the area of migration.

e. Better coordinate the CAM’s work with that of other organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS, given the cross-cutting nature of the topic. The connection with the work of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security and the Inter-American Commission of Women is of particular importance.

f. Link the CAM’s activities with the activities of other regional and subregional organizations, such as the Regional Conference on Migration (RCM or “Puebla Process”), the South American Conference on Migration, the Specialized Forum on Migration of MERCOSUR, the Andean Community of Nations, and other forums. 

And to review, implement, and follow up on the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families.

B. Meetings
Nine formal meetings and two informal meetings were held in the framework of the Committee.  In parallel, seven informal Program evaluation meetings were held with participation by specialists on migration issues of the General Secretariat of the OAS and other organizations of the Inter-American Program, who shared their experiences of its development.

a. Meetings to incorporate the CAM in the normative instruments of CIDI

To incorporate the Committee on Migration Issues in the normative instruments of CIDI (Statutes and Rules of Procedure for regular meetings of CIDI), work was done in coordination with the CIDI Working Group to Strengthen CIDI, taking into consideration that by resolution AG/RES. 2739 (XLII-O/12), “Optimization of the Structure of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI),” CIDI  is instructed to amend its Statutes, its Rules of Procedure, and the rules of procedure of its organs, in order to reflect the elimination of CEPCIDI. Therefore, at its meetings, the CAM addressed the incorporation of the migration issue in the normative instruments of CIDI (document CIDI/CAM/doc. 2/13 rev. 2), prepared by the Chair and approved at the meeting held on March 25, 2013.  
b. Informative meetings
During the term, in fulfillment of its mandate to serve as a forum for analysis and discussion of different migration issues, the CAM held informative meetings where perspectives of migration were presented that are addressed in the work of the General Secretariat of the OAS.  At these meetings, representatives of the following areas took part: 

· Executive Secretariat for Integral Development – Department of Social Development and Employment (DSDE): 

· Work done by the OAS on the migration issue
· Informative meeting on the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and their Families 
· Hemispheric Security Secretariat
· Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission of Women 

C. Meetings of the Working Group
Pursuant to the third operative paragraph of resolution AG/RES. 2738 (XLII-O/12), the Informal Working Group held its first meeting on January 30, 2013, and held a total of seven informative meetings and consultation processes to gather the perspectives of those organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS, and international and civil society organizations potentially interested in participating in the Inter-American Program with a view to preparing a comprehensive diagnostic that would enable the member states to take an informed decision regarding the future of that Program.
The meetings held are listed below:

January 30, 2013

At this first meeting, the Informal Working Group decided to work based on objective, realistic, and attainable goals, bearing in mind how little time was available to it prior to the regular session of the General Assembly, to be held in Antigua, Guatemala. Therefore, it was decided to divide into stages the work assigned Informal Working Group, the objective of the first stage being to conclude the review of the Inter-American Program by preparing a diagnostic of it.

The above-mentioned meeting of the Informal Working Group was held with participation by the following individuals:

· Ms. Hilary Anderson, Gender Specialist of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)
· Mr. Álvaro Botero, Human Rights Specialist of the Office of the Rapporteur on the Rights of Migrants of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)
February 20, 2013
· Ms. María Claudia Camacho, Labor Specialist and Coordinator of the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration 
· Ms. Marcia Bebianno and Mr. Juan Manuel Jiménez, migration specialists of the Migration and Development Program of the Department of Social Development and Employment of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development
· Ms. Araceli Azuara, Coordinator of the Program for Rehabilitation and Social Integration of Law Offenders and Protection of Victims of Crime
· Mr. Fernando García, Coordinator of the Anti-Trafficking in Persons program of the Department of Public Security of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security
March 18, 2013

· Ms. Beatriz Piñeres, Technical Coordinator of the Summits Implementation Review Group (SIRG) of the Summits Secretariat
· Ms. Lenore García, Director of the Office of Education and Culture of the Department of Human Development, Education, and Culture of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development
March 25, 2013

· Ms. Betilde Muñoz-Pogossian, Director of the Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation of the Secretariat for Political Affairs

· Mr. Jorge Sanín, Director of the Department of International Affairs of the Secretariat for External Relations

April 5, 2013

· Mr. Marco Moysen, Specialist of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) (online presentation)
· Mr. Javier Vasquez, LL.M., International Human Rights Law Advisor of the Office of Gender, Diversity, and Human Rights of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO).  

April 18, 2013

· Ms. Gloria Moreno-Fontes, Migration Specialist of the International Migration Programme of the International Labour Organization (ILO) (online presentation)
May 10, 2013

· Ms. María G. Moreno, external affairs liaison of the International Organization for Migration (IOM)
· Mr. Steven Griner, Coordinator of the Universal Civil Identity Program in the Americas (PUICA) the Department of Effective Public Management of the Secretariat for Political Affairs
· Mr. Maximiliano Campos, Senior Water Specialist and Chief of the Integrated Water Resources Management Section of the Department of Sustainable Development of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development
To summarize, since the Working Group began to meet at the beginning of 2013, informative meetings have been held with 14 international organizations, organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS, such as the Rapporteurship on the Rights of Migrants of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR); the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM); the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO); the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN); the International Labour Organization (ILO); the International Organization for Migration (IOM); the Summits Secretariat; the Department of Social Development and Employment; the Department of Public Security; the Department of Human Development, Education, and Culture; the Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation; the Department of International Affairs; the Department of Effective Public Management; and the Department of Sustainable Development of the OAS. 

Note that meetings remain to be held with the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights (IIDH); the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR); and the Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of Migrants of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), which are included in the Inter-American Program as actors.  It should also be mentioned that the Chair of the Informal Working Group contacted the Department of International Law and the Department of Legal Cooperation of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs of the OAS, which kindly declined the invitation to participate in the informative meetings since they considered that the activities they are now carrying out are unrelated to the Inter-American Program.

The perspectives of the actors that have participated thus far in the informative meetings of the Working Group are contained in document CIDI/CAM/doc.5/13, which will be updated as the Secretariat of the CAM receives contributions from them.

Also note that a specific diagnostic form has been prepared to compile the perspectives on the Inter-American Program of civil society organizations registered with the OAS, which will be forwarded to the Department of International Affairs of the Secretariat for External Relations for distribution. The outcomes of the consultation process with civil society organizations will be disseminated to the member states in the latter half of 2013.
D. Course “Main Opportunities and Challenges of International Migration”
Additionally, on April 29, 2013, in partnership with the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the World Bank, and the IDB (ICRC), the course on international migration “Main Opportunities and Challenges of International Migration” was held for OAS member state representatives and observers to the OAS, General Secretariat staff members, and interested members of the public to inform and raise awareness among participants of basic aspects, trends, opportunities, and challenges of international migration in the Americas (Agenda).
Notable among the main topics discussed by the panelists was an introduction to international migration, a vision of regional political consultation processes, a session on new contributions to measuring international migration, a perspective on mixed migrations and international refugee law, challenges and opportunities of labor migration in the Americas, trends in remittance flows to Latin America and the Caribbean, and the relationship between migration and development.
E.
Participation in international meetings by officers of the Committee on Migration Issues 
The Chair and Vice Chair of the CAM received invitations to participate in meetings and academic forums on migration.  These meetings facilitated the informal dissemination of the work of the Committee and of the Organization of American States in the area of migration, dissemination of the recently created the Committee on Migration Issues, and contact with authorities of other subregional organizations.
On January 17, 2013, the Chair of the CAM made closing remarks at the ceremony for the launch of the Second Report of the Continuous Reporting System on International Migration in the Americas (SICREMI).

III. DRAFT RESOLUTION
Based on the work done and, especially, the different aspects considered during the process of implementing the topic of migration in the OAS, the Committee considered the draft resolution presented by the delegation of Mexico which, with input and contributions from delegations, was enriched, agreed by consensus, and approved at the meeting of the CAM held on May 10, and which is referred as an Annex hereto to the Inter-American Council on Integral Development for its consideration and subsequent referral to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session.

The draft resolution “Strengthening the Topic of Migration in the OAS” was considered by the CAM at its informal meetings of April 23 and May 3, and at the formal meeting of May 10. This draft resolution was co-sponsored by the delegation of Ecuador and distributed with the classification CIDI/CAM/doc.4/13 rev. 3.
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ANNEX I

DRAFT RESOLUTION
STRENGTHENING THE TOPIC OF MIGRATION IN THE OAS
(Presented by the delegation of Mexico and co-sponsored by the delegation of Ecuador.  
Agreed at the meeting held on May 10, 2013)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


RECALLING resolutions AG/RES. 2738 (XLII-O/12), “Strengthening the Topic of Migration in the OAS:  Establishment of the Committee on Migration Issues,” AG/RES. 2729 (XLII-O/12), “The Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families,” and all relevant past resolutions;
UNDERSCORING the close nexus that exists among migration, development, and human rights, and recognizing that respect for those rights is a vital pillar of development and that the latter is essential to the effective exercise of those rights as well as to taking advantage of the positive aspects of international migration;

AWARE that all member states are countries of origin, transit, destination, and/or return for migrants and have the authority to regulate the migration of persons into their territories;


RECOGNIZING the establishment of the Committee on Migration Issues (CAM) and its incorporation in the Statutes and Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Council on Integral Development (CIDI); 


REAFFIRMING the guidelines for the operation of the CAM contained in resolution AG/RES. 2738 (XLII-O/12), “Strengthening the Topic of Migration in the OAS:  Establishment of the Committee on Migration Issues,” and in the Rules of Procedure of CIDI;

RECALLING resolution CIM/RES. 252 (XXXIV-O/08) of the Inter-American Commission of Women, which urged the CEAM to continue to integrate a gender perspective in its analysis of international migration, and that the CAM has incorporated it among its functions set forth in Article 58 of the Rules of Procedure of CIDI;

TAKING NOTE of the work done in the framework of the CAM in the 2012-2013 term, especially the holding of the course on international migration, in cooperation with the International Organization for Migration (IOM)], whose key theme was “Main Opportunities and Challenges of International Migration,” and the progress made with the review of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and their Families; and

ConsiderING the need for the necessary resources to be allocated to CIDI in the program-budget of the Organization of American States to ensure the proper operation of the CAM as a permanent committee of CIDI,
RESOLVES:

1. To instruct the Committee on Migration Issues (CAM) to continue to review, implement, and monitor the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and their Families, with a view to optimizing its objectives. The CAM shall submit a report to the General Assembly on the results obtained.
2. To instruct CIDI to organize, through the CAM, prior to the forty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly, in cooperation with the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and with support from the Secretariat for Integral Development, a course focusing on the nexus that exists among migration, development, and human rights, for staff of permanent missions of member states, of consular sections of member states, and of the General Secretariat, and other interested parties.
3. To instruct the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) to identify effective mechanisms to facilitate the sustainable financing of the Continuous Reporting System on International Migration in the Americas (SICREMI) in order to ensure its continuity. 

4. To urge the member states, permanent observers, regional, international, and civil society organizations, and other social actors to consider making voluntary contributions to the work of the CAM.

5. To instruct the CAM to consult and coordinate with the OAS member states through intergovernmental mechanisms and forums on migration, the proposal to ensure the inclusion of the relationship between migration and development on the post-2015 development agenda in a framework of respect for the human rights of migrants, including migrant workers and their families.

5bis 
To instruct the CAM to provide input, as a report on the specific activities of the OAS in the migration area, to the President of the United Nations General Assembly, prior to the second High-Level Dialogue on International Migration and Development, to be held in October 2013.
6. To instruct the Secretary General to identify and ensure the allocation of the resources necessary for the operation of the CAM in the latter half of 2013 and to take into account, in preparing the program-budget of the Organization for 2014, the increased number of meetings to be held in the framework of CIDI as a result of the creation of the CAM as a permanent committee of CIDI. 

7. To request CIDI to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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