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As international migration becomes increasingly relevant for countries of the region, it also has become crucial for them to generate and have access to accurate data on the subject that could serve as a basis for evidence-based policies and the drafting of legal frameworks
. The Continuous Reporting System on International Migration in the Americas (SICREMI) is a joint project of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (GS/OAS) and the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) that has this goal of contributing to generate evidence-based policies on international migration in the region through access to accurate and reliable data; and to strengthen of institutional capacity of national agencies that generate and process data on international migration. 

Since 2009, the Organization of American States (OAS) in conjunction with the OECD have collaborated in this joint initiative with the goals of 1) compiling, harmonizing, and analyzing statistical data and policies on international migration in the Americas; and, 2) strengthening the countries institutional capacity to generate and collect data on international migration and to develop sound policy frameworks based on this data. The SICREMI responds to a mandate by the OAS member states to develop an instrument that facilitates the access and analysis of international migration trends in the Americas. Different resolutions and actions by the Permanent Council and the General Assembly since 2007
 have endorsed this initiative. Recently, the OAS General Assembly highlighted the importance of the continuous reporting system both in 2018
 and then again in 2019
. Furthermore, the OAS General Assembly encouraged member states to join the SICREMI in 2016
.

The SICREMI operates through a network of correspondents in 22 countries that have agreed to participate, including: Argentina, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, United States, Trinidad and Tobago and Uruguay.  This network is integrated by public officials who have been designated by participant countries, whose work centers on issues related to migration.  Each of the correspondents is trained with the goal of facilitating data collection following a specific methodology. The data collected is then cleaned, processed and analyzed by OAS and OECD personnel and put together into a report that is published every two years. So far there have been four reports (2011, 2012, 2015 and 2017). 


As part of the process that leads to the publication of the report, there is a bi-annual gathering of correspondents convened by OAS and the OECD to facilitate their familiarization with the methodology, as well as the exchange of ideas and best practices in data collection. This gathering is crucial in facilitating the institutional strengthening  of the data collection systems of participant countries, since the correspondents are generally public officials that play an important role in the decision making process of their countries in reference to international migration.  During the gathering, topics of relevance for participant states are selected to be covered in each specific report. The event also stimulates crucial technical and political dialogue that could potentially lead to projects of technical cooperation among countries on sharing best practices in the collection of data. 

In this regard, the SICREMI’s main contributions include the following:

· Better data collection capacity on international migration in a region in which it has been hard to have access to reliable, complete, and comparable data.  

· The strengthening of participant countries capacity to collect and produce migration-related data.

· The generation of information about international migration flows and labor market situation of emigrants from the Americas to the OECD countries.

· The SICREMI directly contributes to the 17.18 target of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): Data disaggregation.
· The SICREMI also contributes directly to the first objective of the Global Compact on for safe, orderly and regular Migration which is the following: “Collect and utilize accurate and disaggregated data as a basis for evidence-based Policies.

Currently the Secretariat for Access to Rights and Equity (SARE) through its Department of Social Inclusion (DSI) is exploring the possibility of new partnerships with institutions of the Inter-American System to facilitate the continuation and sustainability of SICREMI, including with the Inter-American Development Bank that has requested to join the partnership already existing with the OECD. This responds to the mandates given by the member states through AG/RES. 1 (LI-E/16) rev. 1 of the 2016 General Assembly entitled “Comprehensive Strategic Plan of the Organization,” which states the need to: 
a. “Coordinate with the relevant areas of the Organization, as well as with international organizations and those of the inter-American system, in order to optimize resources, avoid duplication, and ensure the efficient and effective use of human, financial, and technological resources to attain the goals set; …”

In this context, the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) is proposing to provide resources for the organization of the correspondent workshop in December 2019, or January 2020 at the latest, and to hire consultants to clean, process and harmonize the data. It is also proposing to provide resources to pay an expert consultant that used to work at the OECD and helped design the SICREMI methodology to train the people that will be collecting, cleaning and harmonizing the data. The GS/OAS jointly with the OECD and IDB would have to send an updated request for information explaining the IDB’s participation, and specifying that the date would now be inclusive of the most recent 2019 available data. The GS/OAS would also have to share the information collected with the IDB under confidentiality terms to be agreed upon. Similarly, credit for the collection, cleaning and harmonization of data would be shared among the three institutions. Please note that the IDB has indicated that it has created a new Initiative on Migration within the bank to provide finances for investment in projects that benefit migrant-receiving communities in the region. Eligibility for such financing is conditional on the magnitude of migrant inflows, and thus the Initiative is tasked with providing objective statistics on such flows to establish which countries qualify. The IDB Migration Initiative therefore must have information to calculate those statistics and, instead of generating a new system for collecting and harmonizing this data, has approached the OAS to conduct the effort jointly.  

Please note this collaboration would not include additional resources to support the writing and the publication of the SICREMI report which would have to be fundraised. Ideally, the OAS and OECD would plan to have the next SICREMI report ready by mid- 2020, subject to funds availability. In this regard, the DSI is also evaluating other forms of collaboration with additional institutions including with American and European universities, and DSI will continue to present the SICREMI proposal to observer states and other donors to try to bring additional resources to guarantee its sustainability. 
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