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INTRODUCTION:
· As part of the mandate it was given in the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, including Migrant Workers and their Families, during the current session (2018-2019) the CAM held a series of informal meetings with the various actors responsible for seeing to it that the Program’s proposed objectives can be accomplished. 
· These meetings did follow-up on the work undertaken by the various institutions of the inter-American system, in fulfillment of the goals of the Program. Here are the main findings by meeting: 
1. Meeting of the CAM and the Department of Public Security (DPS) of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS)
· The DPS’ main focus in terms of migration issues is irregular migration, as it poses a security challenge for migrants and for states because of the increasingly significant role of transnational organized crime. 
· Furthermore, because of their irregular status, migrants operate in a context that makes them highly vulnerable, exposing them to the possibility of becoming victims of activities of organized crime, including migrant smuggling, human trafficking, rape, document forgery, kidnapping, extortion, and homicide, all of which violate the human rights of migrants and their families.
· All countries of the Americas have been affected by the impact of crimes associated with irregular migration, because those crimes occur all along the migration route spanning countries of origin, transit, and destination.
· Responding to this situation, in 2014 the DSP collaborated with other organizations, such as IOM and UNHCR, and created the Program for Prevention of Crimes related to Irregular Migration in Mesoamerica.
· The Program seeks to help reduce crimes related to irregular migration in Mesoamerica by promoting and supporting strategies to prevent crimes related to irregular migration, especially in areas highly susceptible to emigration.

· It also seeks to create and strengthen the countries’ human and institutional capacities to deal with crimes related to irregular migration and to promote the formulation and implementation of policies to protect the human rights of migrants, particularly vulnerable groups.

· Countries that have benefited to date include Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Panama, Nicaragua, and Dominican Republic.

· Notable among the progress made, it has facilitated: 

1.
Protection of the human rights of migrants and dissemination of information to the authorities to guarantee them.  

2.
Consideration of the gender perspective and the special needs of vulnerable groups in decision-making on policies to protect migrant populations.

3.
Increased awareness among participants – from communities of origin and host communities alike – about the importance of addressing the problems created by irregular migration flows, so as to safeguard the security of migrants and their families and protect their rights.  

4.
Promotion of dialogue and cooperation on migration issues between authorities and other institutions connected with caring for and protection of the rights of migrant populations. 

5.
Strengthening the institutional capacity of participating member states in this area, in order to protect and care for irregular migrant populations.

6.
Inclusion of civil society, social actors, and local communities in order to prevent and combat crimes related to irregular migration.


2. CAM-IACHR Meeting

· The IACHR has advocated the need for this regional and international nature of international migration to be acknowledged and for migration movements to be dealt with from a human rights and shared responsibility perspective. 

· Through its various mechanisms, it has also closely monitored the human rights situation of internally-displaced persons, migrants, refugees, beneficiaries of complementary protection, stateless persons, and human trafficking victims. 

· As part of this work, the Commission has underscored the need for states to respond effectively to situations of mass deaths of migrants in transit situations and in border areas, including the following activities: investigations of all cases of deaths and disappearances and of migrants in mass graves, with cooperation from authorities of all the states involved.
· Seeking to guarantee the rights of persons in human mobility contexts, the Commission spearheaded a joint declaration with the Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, the Committee on the Rights of the Child, the Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of Migrants, the Special Rapporteur on Extrajudicial Summary or Arbitrary Executions, and the African Union’s African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights, with a view to influencing the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration.
· This Declaration expressed the need for a joint approach to address migration in order to change the current paradigm, in a coordinated manner, from one that criminalizes migration to one that is human-rights based.

· The IACHR is currently engaged in drafting the Inter-American Principles on the Human Rights of Migrants, Refugees, and Other Persons in the Context of Mixed Migration Movements and the Report on Due Process and Judicial Protection for Recognition of Refugee Status, Supplementary Protection, and Statelessness.
· As regards efforts being undertaken in response to the massive movement of people currently taking place in the region, the following stand out:
1) Forced Migration of Venezuelans 

The IACHR considers the response from states in the region so far to be relatively positive, compared to mass migration situations in other regions of the world, with a variety of measures implemented to provide Venezuelan migrants legal protection.

But there are also protection gaps affecting these forced migrants, including observed practices of rejections at borders, mass deportations, the requirement to furnish official documents such as passports, certified identity cards or apostilles to enter a territory, the difficulty many Venezuelans face in paying the cost of visa applications, discrimination against them, and the difficulty in getting equal access to rights in the countries to which they arrive.

· Discriminatory and xenophobic practices have also been observed in the communities to which they go, as well as hate speech that should never be allowed but must be prevented through public education and public awareness campaigns for the authorities and the public at large.
· In that connection, the IACHR issued Resolution 2/18 on Forced Migration of Venezuelans,
/ in which it urged OAS member states to comply with 15 recommendations, notably those to guarantee refugee status to Venezuelans who satisfy the definitions of refugee as set forth in the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees and the 1984 Cartagena Declaration; right of non-refoulement, entry to a territory, as well as expand regular, safe, accessible, and affordable channels for migration through the progressive expansion of visa liberalization and easily accessible visa facilitation regimes and/or measures such as complementary protection, temporary protection, humanitarian visas, visitor visas, family reunification, work visas, resident and student visas, and for retirement visas, among others. 
· The IACHR also spearheaded and issued the Joint Declaration for the Development of a Regional Response to the Massive Influx of Venezuelans in Countries of the Americas,
/ signed by this institution and various UN agencies. 

2) Forced Migration of Nicaraguans
· With respect to the case of forced migration of Nicaraguans that has occurred at least since April 2018, by the end of October 2018 a total of 40,386 persons reportedly had expressed a need for international protection in Costa Rica. 

· Accordingly, the Costa Rican State has implemented an open border policy and set up two 2,000-person shelters to assist people fleeing the situation in Nicaragua.
/
· Nonetheless, the IACHR has observed challenges to the effective enjoyment of human rights by Nicaraguans, notably the cost of accessing the asylum procedure through the call system, the lengthy procedures, the lack of access to the right to work from the moment they apply for asylum, an exhaustive list of professions in which they can serve, lack of information, lack of psychosocial support, and difficulty in effectively enjoying their economic, social, and cultural rights. The Commission also received information regarding Nicaraguans denied and returned without their international protection needs or vulnerable situations being examined
.
· In relation to this situation, the IACHR devoted one chapter of its Report on Gross Human Rights Violations in the Context of Social Protests in Nicaragua
 to the situation of internal displacement. 

· It also expressed concern over the situation of Nicaraguan migrants and refugees and called on the states of the region to adopt measures to protect them. 

The Commission also visited Costa Rica from October 14 to 18, 2018 to monitor the situation of Nicaraguans there, then called on the states of the region and the international community to put a regional and international response into effect, based on shared responsibility and respect for and guarantee of the human rights of these people.

3) Forced migration of Central Americans.

· Forced migration of Hondurans, Salvadorians, and Guatemalans is a major human rights challenge facing the region.

· In that regard a hardening of positions by the United States and Mexico has been observed. This is characterized by discourse aimed at fomenting hatred and discrimination against migrants and a policy based on national security, repression, and deterrence - the central purpose of which is to protect borders by putting up walls, using violence, arresting and deporting migrants without sufficient identification of their individual need for protection, and outsourcing border control beyond territorial borders to the high seas and even to third countries. 

· The IACHR therefore recommended that the states concerned should guarantee the right to seek and receive asylum, guarantee recognition of refugee status based on the 1951 Convention and the Cartagena Declaration, the right to non-refoulement, identification of persons with specific needs for protection, and the need to provide humanitarian assistance. As well, a regional hearing on the human rights situation of the persons in the Migrant Caravan was held on February 14, 2019.
· The IACHR also requested information from the States of Mexico and Guatemala about measures they proposed to implement to guarantee the rights of migrants and refugees, and urged the States of Honduras and Guatemala to guarantee the rights of persons in the caravan.

3. CAM-CIM Meeting
· From a women’s perspective, the new dynamics of international migration in the Americas underscores, among other things, the lack of economic autonomy for women as a significant driver of migration, as women migrate – through regular and irregular means – more and more as workers and bread winners for their family and more and more frequently as the only ones responsible for maintaining their households, in their country of origin or destination. 

· The growth in the services sector, the aging population, and the care economy have contributed to the growing “feminization” of migration, not so much in terms of volume but in terms of the lead role that women play within migration flows.

· In addition, the growth in various forms of migration fostered by the emergency and insecurity we are now seeing in countries such as Venezuela, or in subregions such as Central Americas, have had a significant impact in the very trafficking and smuggling of human beings, impacting especially women. 

· For the CIM, the main activity in migration has been to provide the Department of Social Inclusion, of the Secretariat of Access to Rights and Equity, support to enhance the gender focus in how it addresses migration and its concrete implications for migrant women to exercise their human rights. 

· Through the Follow-up Mechanism of the Convention of Belém do Pará, MESECVI in turn has worked to make migrant women visible and to address trafficking in women.


· The CIM has also participated in a number of important meetings of relevance to the CAM, including the Pan American Health Organization meeting on migrant women’s access to health and a meeting at the Mexican Consulate in Philadelphia, which looked into the challenges migrant women face in terms of their access to justice, particularly in cases of violence.

· The CIM submits the following recommendations regarding the situation of migrant women, for consideration by the CAM and by the member countries:

· Urge states that have not yet done so to adopt legislation and design and implement public policies to prevent and eradicate behaviors, cultural or discriminatory practices based on the subordination or inferiority of women and girls, taking into account how it intersects with other dimensions of discrimination.
· Strengthen technical capacity for the MESECVI states party to be able to implement the Belém do Pará Convention from a perspective of intersectionality and women’s human rights throughout their life cycle. 

· Publicize good practices and public policies to prevent, punish, remedy, and eradicate violence against women throughout their life cycle in all relevant sectors. 

4. 
CAM-IIN Meeting
· The IIN has carried out the following migration-related activities: 

· In human resource training, it conducted the “Specialized Course on Child Migrants in the Americas,” in coordination with the International Organization for Migration (IOM); as well as a course on international abduction of children. 

· In awareness raising, advocacy, and exchange of experiences, it conducted the Region Forum-Workshop “Challenges and Connections in Internal Displacement and Migration in Mexico and Central America,” and took part in the Sixth Latin American and Caribbean Congress on Human Trafficking and Migrant Smuggling. Ecuador, September 2018.
· Meanwhile, through its ongoing involvement in the Regional Action Group of the Americas (GARA) and as a participant in the XV Report to the Secretary General of the OAS on measures undertaken by member states to prevent and combat commercial sexual exploitation in the region, the IIN has provided member states with the following technical assistance: “Addressing Sexual Exploitation, Trafficking in and Smuggling of Children in CARICOM Member States, 20 Years After Stockholm.” 
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