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Immigration has been linked historically to the economic, social, and cultural development in host countries. The contribution made by immigrants has undoubtedly helped historically in construction, economic growth, and development in countries such as the United States, Canada, and Australia, which have been key receiving countries.
/ Immigration also played a vital role in modernization and development processes in such countries as Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay, Peru, Chile, and Venezuela, just to name a few where there were significant flows in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, so much so that no history of these countries can be credibly told without reference to the contributions of immigrants.

Immigration contributes to the economies of destination countries in a number of ways. When immigrants enter the labor force, they help to raise productivity levels and increase Gross Domestic Product (GDP).
/

They themselves win in this process, as they can often earn a considerably higher income than they would have earned in their country of origin (after their net salary is adjusted for international price differentials), which has positive impacts on their families’ wellbeing and on development in their communities and countries of origin through the remittances they send.

However, the native population in host countries also win, as part of what is known as the “immigration surplus,” which is the net increase in a country's national income as a result of immigration and which benefits the native population.
/ Besides this contribution to national wealth through more available manpower and human capital, and given that this further benefits the native population as a whole, immigrants also help to expand the labor market as job creators themselves.

In creating businesses, not only do immigrants contribute to job creation but they also generate innovation and contribute to the cultural wealth in their host countries. Immigrants have tended to create engineering and high-tech companies, out of proportion to their size as a population,
/ hence it is little wonder that many of the best-known companies worldwide, such as Amazon, Apple, Google, and Yahoo, to name a few, have been created by immigrants or their children. 

Not only do immigrants create big companies, but they have also created many small companies in all countries of the region and, by doing so, they not only create new jobs but also create new niche markets and new cultural and culinary tastes, thereby adding to the rich cultural and social heritage of their host countries.


Furthermore, immigrants also help to provide new additions to the workforce in countries where population growth rates have slowed down with declining birth rates and where they may even be seeing negative population growth rates, as is already the case in some countries of the region.

When this happens, immigrants become a key group for ensuring that social security systems remain viable in countries with a growing retirement-age population and not enough young people entering the workforce to contribute to pension systems in order to ensure that pensions can be covered for those who are retiring. That is why it is important to acknowledge that many host countries have been crafting and implementing public policies to make it easier for immigrants to integrate into the formal economy as soon as possible and contribute to social security systems.

The economic contribution of migrants is not only in terms their participation in the workforce but also by the fact that their presence increases economic demand, which contributes to overall economic growth.
/ The positive value of immigrants’ contributions is explored in recent studies done in the region – on cases like Peru, where an analysis of the impact of Venezuelan immigration showed that it has positively contributed to GDP growth.
/ However, given that until recently many countries did not have significant immigration flows and were instead countries of origin of migrant groups, the empirical evidence is still limited and it is difficult to conduct longitudinal studies to systematically analyze how immigration contributes to and impacts their national economies over time.

This document has sought to highlight the contributions of migrants, from an economic standpoint. The issue of migration can certainly be explored from several valid standpoints, including from the perspective of the difficulties that host countries face in dealing with migrants in specific contexts. Nevertheless, this session will be devoted to reflecting on the ways in which migrants contribute in their host countries, and on how to maximize the positive impact of immigration while minimizing the negative impact.
To that end, participants will include Andrew Selee, President of the Migration Policy Institute; Raymond Robertson, Professor at the Bush School of Government and Public Service and Director of the Mosbacher Institute for Trade, Economics, and Public Policy at Texas A&M; and Hugo Perea, Chief Economist in Peru for BBVA Research. These experts will provide an overview of the various ways in which immigrants contribute to development in their host countries.

Seeking to promote discussion, this thematic session proposes the following questions:
· What major contributions made by immigrants to their host countries have studies on the subject established and identified through empirical research in the countries of the region?

· What best public policy practices could countries of the region adopt in order to maximize the positive social impact of immigration while minimizing the negative impact? 

Opportunity for comments will be opened up to member states. States are invited to share their experiences as well as public policies they have implemented in recent decades to integrate immigrant populations and maximize their contributions to their host country and community. 
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