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In geographical terms, the Caribbean region comprises the Greater Antilles,
/ the Lesser Antilles,
/ the islands of the Lucayan Archipelago,
/ and those mainland countries with Caribbean coastlines and/or islands in the Caribbean Sea.
/

This is a region where each country has its own origins and historical dynamics, which in turn have given rise to different international migration patterns. The Caribbean also contains islands that are territories or integral parts of France,
/ the United Kingdom,
/ the Netherlands,
/ and the United States,
/ which lead to particular dynamics of human mobility between those countries and their various overseas possessions located in this region. In general terms, it can be said that the vast majority of the countries that make up the Caribbean have experienced significant migratory flows at different times during the past and current centuries. Those flows were directed to different places, depending on each country’s colonial past and their geopolitical, economic, and linguistic ties with other countries of the Hemisphere such as the United States and Canada, which have historically been important destination countries for migrants from the Caribbean. 

This region’s migration is due to reasons similar to those that have been identified in other locations—such as different levels of economic development and wage gaps between countries of origin and host countries—but it was also shaped by specific factors in the region’s history. Those factors include the countries’ colonial experiences and the influence of global powers such as the United States, given the region’s geo-strategic importance. Small or stagnated labor markets with high rates of unemployment, where qualified workers cannot find suitable opportunities, extreme vulnerability to natural disasters, and the effects of climate change are also important factors behind migration.
/

It has been estimated that over the past five decades, more than five million people have emigrated from the Caribbean to other regions of the world and, most particularly, to the United States. Significant intraregional migration flows have also arisen.
/ Specifically, the Caribbean has one of the world’s highest rates of emigration by qualified people, which poses a particular challenge for the region.
/

In turn, some of this region’s countries have become major countries of destination as their levels of economic development have risen compared to neighboring or nearby countries. In some cases immigration has served to offset the drops in population caused by emigration: one such case is Belize, where the equivalent of 15 percent of the population resides outside the country’s borders, while at the same time 16 percent of its current population are immigrants.
/

In addition, some Caribbean countries and overseas territories have received significant flows of internationally displaced persons, including Venezuelans and Haitians; this has been the case, for the past five years, in Trinidad and Tobago.
/ This has posed a major challenge, given that the host countries lack comprehensive protection systems for refugee and migrant populations and/or the infrastructure necessary to provide them with protection and humanitarian assistance and to facilitate their socioeconomic integration. 
The English-speaking island states of the Commonwealth Caribbean and the challenges of international migration

Located primarily in the Lesser Antilles, the English-speaking island states that make up the Commonwealth Caribbean—which includes Antigua and Barbuda, The Bahamas, Barbados, Dominica, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Grenada, Saint Lucia, Trinidad and Tobago, and Jamaica
/—have been particularly affected by international migration phenomena such as those outlined above. 

For example, Dominica, Antigua and Barbuda, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, and Grenada are among the 10 countries with the world’s highest rates of emigration as a percentage of total population,
/ which pose major challenges for those countries in demographic terms and in terms of lost human capital and have a negative impact on their economic development. This challenge is exacerbated by the fact that the people emigrating are often highly qualified. 

Accordingly, one of these countries’ main challenges is determining how to reconnect their qualified workers who have left for other countries with their national economic development processes, either by returning or through working with programs that facilitate transfers of know-how and technology. At the same time, another related challenge is creating incentives that will enable the countries to retain their increasingly well trained young people. 

Most of the emigrants of recent decades have headed for the United States and Canada, while others were members of what is known as the “Windrush Generation”—approximately 500,000 people from the English-speaking Caribbean who settled in the United Kingdom between 1948 and 1971 to assist that country’s reconstruction in the aftermath of the Second World War.
/

All those emigrants have created large diaspora communities in Canada, the United States, and the United Kingdom, which have enabled—particularly in the first two countries—the attraction of new migrant cohorts through the robust migrant networks forged. At the same time, those networks are also able to contribute to the economic development of their countries of origin, through projects that leverage the collective capacity of the migrant networks and the organizations that have been formed. This can occur, for example, by means of programs that encourage collective remittances for specific development projects or through investment bonds issued by the countries specifically for their expatriate populations.
/

The other international migration challenges facing the English-speaking Caribbean island states include managing the migratory flows they receive from other parts of the region as well as from other regions. Specifically, The Bahamas and Trinidad and Tobago have become leading destination countries for immigrants on account of their high human development index figures and levels of per capita income compared to their neighbors and as a consequence of various crises in other countries of the group or elsewhere in the region, such as Haiti and Venezuela. Nevertheless, The Bahamas is the only country among the islands of the English-speaking Caribbean with a positive migration rate: in other words, according to World Bank estimates, the immigrants it receives outnumber the emigrants leaving the country.
/

In 2017, The Bahamas recorded the highest per capita GDP of all the English-speaking Caribbean countries, with a figure of US$30,762.
/ Accordingly, the country has attracted large flows of immigrants, particularly from Haiti and the Dominican Republic. 

That dynamic, however, could change as a result of the devastating impact of Hurricane Dorian—at Category 5, the strongest tropical cyclone to strike the country in its history—which hit the islands of Great Abaco and Grand Bahama with particular violence. In the storm’s aftermath more than 70,000 people were left without a roof over their heads
/ and large numbers of people were displaced, including Haitian migrants who were living on Great Abaco Island and had to relocate to Nassau, the country’s capital. 

Hurricanes like Dorian and Irma and other natural phenomena such as the 2010 earthquake in Haiti represent another important challenge for the English-speaking Caribbean island states and for the Caribbean region as a whole. This is because such disasters tend to provoke massive human displacements and, as a result, high rates of emigration in the affected countries and territories; at the same time, they can also lead to major spikes in the immigration rates of the displaced populations’ destination countries. 

Thus, natural disasters and the effects of climate change that tend to produce simultaneously high emigration and immigration rates represent one of the leading challenges for the English-speaking Caribbean island states and for the countries of the Caribbean as a whole. This in turn suggests a need for regionally coordinated public policies to prevent and more effectively respond to the mass displacements caused by natural phenomena and the consequences of climate change, given that this region’s countries are at a great and constant risk of suffering events of that kind. 

The purpose of this meeting is to consider the challenges that international migration poses for Caribbean countries and, in particular, for the English-speaking island states of the Commonwealth Caribbean. It will be attended by experts in the area, including representatives of academia and international organizations. 

In order to encourage debate, this thematic session puts forward the following questions:
· What are the main international migration challenges facing Caribbean states and, in particular, the island states of the English-speaking Caribbean? 

· What public policies can Caribbean states—in particular, the English-speaking island states of the Caribbean—adopt to maximize the positive outcomes of international migration and to minimize their negative effects? 


The floor will be opened up to hear remarks from the member states. In particular, the Caribbean states are invited to share their experiences and the public policies they have put in place to address the challenges of international migration in the region and to maximize the opportunities it offers.
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�.	Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Jamaica, and Haiti. 


�.	Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Grenada, Saint Lucia, and Trinidad and Tobago. 


�.	The Bahamas.


�.	Including Belize, Colombia, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Suriname, the United States, and Venezuela. 


�.	Guadeloupe, Martinique, Saint-Barthélemy, and Saint-Martin. 


�.	Anguilla, Bermuda, the Cayman Islands, the Turks and Caicos Islands, the British Virgin Islands, and Montserrat.


�.	Aruba, Bonaire, Curaçao, Saba, Sint Eustatius, and Sint Maarten.


�.	Puerto Rico, the United States Virgin Islands, and Navassa Island.


�.	IOM. Migration Governance in the Caribbean, Report on the Island States of the Commonwealth Caribbean. 2018. p. 13. Available at: https://rosanjose.iom.int/site/sites/default/files/regional_report_on_migration_governance_in_the_island_states_of_the_commonwealth_caribbean.pdf.


�.	IOM. Migration Governance in the Caribbean, Report on the Island States of the Commonwealth Caribbean. 2018. 


�.	IOM. Migration Governance in the Caribbean, Report on the Island States of the Commonwealth Caribbean. 2018. 


�.	United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division (2017). Trends in International Migration Stock: the 2017 Revision (United Nations database, POP/DB/MIG/Stock/Rev.2017)


�.	A total of 13,990 Venezuelans have requested asylum in Trinidad and Tobago, together with 709 in Curaçao and 400 in Aruba. In addition, Curaçao has received 1,291 Venezuelans. See: Venezuela Situation, Operational Portal. Available at: https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/vensit.


�.	The Commonwealth Caribbean, which refers to all the English-speaking states of the Caribbean, also includes Belize and Guyana on the mainland in addition to the island states. On occasions the group is also considered to include United Kingdom overseas territories, including Anguilla, Bermuda, the Cayman Islands, the Turks and Caicos Islands, the British Virgin Islands, and Montserrat. Of the English-speaking island states, Jamaica belongs to the Greater Antilles and The Bahamas to the Lucayan Archipelago.


�.	See: World Bank. Migration and Remittances Factbook 2016, Third Edition. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTPROSPECTS/Resources/334934-1199807908806/4549025-1450455807487/Factbookpart1.pdf" ��http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTPROSPECTS/Resources/334934-1199807908806/4549025-1450455807487/Factbookpart1.pdf�. See also: IOM. Migration Governance in the Caribbean, Report on the Island States of the Commonwealth Caribbean. 2018. 


�.	IOM. Migration Governance in the Caribbean, Report on the Island States of the Commonwealth Caribbean. 2018. p. 15.


�.	Known as “diaspora bonds,” these have been used successfully by countries including Israel and India. While various articles have addressed the topic, one good explanation of those instruments can be found in: Ketkar, Suhas and Ratha, Dilip. Development Finance via Diaspora Bonds, Track Record and Potential. Paper presented at the Migration and Development Conference at the World Bank, Washington D.C. May 23, 2007. Available at: 


� HYPERLINK "http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTPROSPECTS/Resources/334934-1100792545130/Diasporabonds.pdf" ��http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTPROSPECTS/Resources/334934-1100792545130/Diasporabonds.pdf�. 


	One notable example of diaspora participation in collective remittance projects is Mexico’s 3x1 program. In this regard, see: Programa 3x1 Par Migrantes, Guía de Usuario Migrantes 2019. Secretariat of Welfare, Mexico. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.sig-p3x1.sedesol.gob.mx/doc/documentacion/2019/Guia_Migrantes_2019_Modulo_de_Toma_de_Nota_SIG-P3x1.pdf" ��http://www.sig-p3x1.sedesol.gob.mx/doc/documentacion/2019/Guia_Migrantes_2019_Modulo_de_Toma_de_Nota_SIG-P3x1.pdf�. 


�.	The World Bank. World Development Indicators. The Bahamas. Available at: � HYPERLINK "https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&country=BHS" ��https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&country=BHS�. 


�.	IOM. Migration Governance in the Caribbean, Report on the Island States of the Commonwealth Caribbean. 2018. p. 20. 


�.	IOM to provide temporary roofing solutions for houses affected by Hurricane Dorian in the Bahamas. September 6, 2019. On Reliefweb. Available at: � HYPERLINK "https://reliefweb.int/report/bahamas/iom-provide-temporary-roofing-solutions-houses-affected-hurricane-dorian-bahamas" ��https://reliefweb.int/report/bahamas/iom-provide-temporary-roofing-solutions-houses-affected-hurricane-dorian-bahamas�. 





