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GUESTS SPEAKERS BIOGRAPHIES

1. Dr. Olivia Smith

Dr Olivia Smith is a Specialist in the areas of migration, human trafficking and multilateral cooperation in the Caribbean.  She also serves as a Lecturer in Labour Migration studies at the School of Graduate Studies, University of the West Indies; Cave Hill Campus and in Business Management at the Sagicor, Cave Hill School of Business.
Dr Smith has over ten years of experience in providing advice to States and institutions on migration and human trafficking issues. She has worked with regional and international institutions including the CARICOM Secretariat where she served as, Deputy Programme Manager, Free Movement and Labour; Political Specialist at the US Embassy, Barbados and as Human Resources Development Expert to the European Union Delegation to Barbados.,  she has also served as an Immigration Officer; Mediator and Negotiator.
Dr Smith has been appointed as a 2020 O'Brien Fellow in Residence, McGill Centre for Human Rights and Legal Pluralism, Mc Gill University, Faculty of Law; she  received her MBA and PhD in Political Science from The University of the West Indies and as a Visiting Fellow of the University of Oxford, Refugee Centre she received a  post-graduate qualification in Forced Migration. She further successfully gained qualifications in human trafficking and counterintelligence from the George P Shultz, Foreign Service Institute, Department of State, USA. Dr Smith also serves as a Justice of the Peace in Barbados.
2. Dr. Claire Nelson 
Dr. Claire Nelson is Chief Ideation Leader of The Futures Forum, a research and education practice specializing in bringing the power of strategic foresight, and the discipline of sustainability engineering to challenges facing organizations and communities.  Under her leadership, the Futures Forum has among other things designed and curated the first Forum on the Future of the Caribbean Sea, held in Kingston, Jamaica; as well as Forum on the Future in partnership with the Jamaica Investment Promotion Agency.  A sought-after speaker, Nelson’s engagements have included: Association of Blacks in Energy; ASME; BET/CENTRIC; World Bank; Women in Research Engineering Symposium; Black Engineer of the Year Conference; Salzburg Seminar; Pacific Skills Summit; World Steel; University of the West Indies; and the US Air Force.  She also provides foresight and sustainability consulting to organizations such as: Development Bank of Jamaica; Spectrum Management Authority; Caribbean Maritime University; Petroleum Management Authority; Guardian Insurance.  She has served on the Editorial Advisory Board of the Journal of Futures Studies and the World Futures Review Journal and is an active member of the Association of Professional Futurists and the World Futures Studies Federation, where she is Editor-At-Large of its flagship publication HUMAN FUTURES Magazine.  

Dr. Nelson also serves as an Expert Fellow of the TECHCAST Global foresight knowledge network. 
 
Before establishing The Futures Forum, Dr. Nelson held a variety of positions at the Inter-American Development Bank, over a thirty-year career which spanned strategic portfolio development; program identification and management, institutional assessments and technical feasibility studies across a variety of sectors including: public sector modernization, private sector development, community development, and trade development.  She was a thought leader in promoting Strategic Foresight in development, organizing the Bank’s first Latin America 2020 Social Development Futures Seminar Series, in 2006.  She pioneered the topic of development with equity at the IDB, helping to build the Bank’s portfolio in Black economic empowerment in Latin America.  As a result of her leadership, she was honored with the IDB’s prestigious Ortiz Mena Award in 2010.    

A social entrepreneur, Dr. Nelson is Founding President of the Institute of Caribbean Studies, the leading Caribbean American Diaspora organization (since 1993) and recognized as the Architect of the Campaign for June as National Caribbean American Heritage Month.  She is the Curator of the Caribbean American Legislative Forum on Capitol Hill and White House Briefings, the Invest Caribbean Business Conference; and the Caribbean American Heritage Awards.  Most recently, she co-founded the Caribbean Space Society and leading advocacy and education re access to space for small island developing states through the creation of a SMART ISLANDS COLLABORATORY INITIATIVE.  
Connections: (202) 907-6140 * nelson.claire@gmail.com * @sagientfuturist * www.futuresforum.org 

Under her leadership, the Institute of Caribbean Studies has played host to several Caribbean public and private sector leaders including the Prime Ministers of Barbados, St. Lucia and Grenada at various events in Washington DC.   Dr. Nelson’s volunteer community service has also included among others: American Association for the Advancement of Science Fellowship Review Committee; Sustainability Division of the Institute of Industrial Engineers; Fundacion UNIPOP; Black Women’s Roundtable; the African American Unity Caucus of the Constituency for Africa; and the US Department of Commerce US/Caribbean Business Development Council.   

Dr. Nelson, who is an award-winning writer and storyteller, holds a Bachelors and Masters in Industrial Engineering from the SUNY at Buffalo and Purdue University respectively, and a Doctorate in Engineering Management from the George Washington University (1990). She is distinguished as the first Jamaican woman to earn a Doctorate in an Engineering discipline.   

Nelson who was named one of Top 100 Women Futurists in the “Twitterverse”, has received commendation in the US Congressional Record, and has also received an Outstanding Alumni Award from Purdue University, School of Industrial Engineering.  Dr. Nelson was named a White House Champion of Change in 2012. 
3. Dr. Dilip Ratha
Manager, Migration and Remittances Unit and Head, KNOMAD, Global Indicators Group, World Bank
Dilip Ratha is Lead Economist, Migration and Remittances and Head of KNOMAD. He acts as a focal point for the World Bank on migration, remittances and diaspora bonds. He is a co-coordinator of the (G7/G20) Global Remittances Working Group. His TED Talk “The hidden force in global economics: sending money home,” has over 1.3 million views. Besides migration, Dilip has worked extensively on innovative financing tools such as future-flow securitization, models for predicting sovereign ratings, and South-South FDI. He founded KNOMAD in 2013 and co-founded Migrating out of Poverty Research Consortium in 2011. He is also the brain behind African Institute for Remittances.

Prior to joining the World Bank, he worked as a regional economist for Asia at Credit Agricole Indosuez, Singapore, and taught at Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad. He has been a visiting professor of economics at the University of Sussex and a senior visiting fellow at Harvard South Asia Institute. He has Ph.D. in economics from Indian Statistical Institute. In 2008, a New York Times article about his life and work stated, ““No one has done more than Dilip Ratha to make migration and its potential rewards a top-of-the-agenda concern in the world’s development ministries.”
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