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13 April 2017

Original: Spanish
 PROPOSED LANGUAGE FOR THE SECTION ENTITLED “INTER-AMERICAN COMPETITIVENESS NETWORK (RIAC)” IN THE DRAFT OMNIBUS RESOLUTION WHICH MUST BE RECOMMENDED FOR CIDI TO REFER TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FOR CONSIDERATION AT ITS FORTY-SEVENTH REGULAR SESSION

(Submitted by the delegation of Mexico)
Inter-American Competitiveness Network (RIAC)
HAVING SEEN resolution AG/RES. 2881 (XLVI-O/16) accepting with gratitude the offer of the Government of Mexico, as Pro Tempore Chair of the RIAC, to host the X Americas Competitiveness Forum in 2017, and taking note of the 2016-2018 Work Plan for the RIAC, “Structural Reforms and Enterprise to Drive Competitiveness in the Americas”;
RECOGNIZING their leadership and thanking the Governments of Canada and the United States for hosting the VI and VII RIAC Americas Competitiveness Exchange on Innovation and Entrepreneurship, in September 2016 and April 2017, respectively; 
RECALLING that resolution AG/RES. 2881 (XLVI-O/16) instructs “the General Secretariat to continue to support the RIAC as a regional engagement for the sharing of knowledge and promotion of inter-sectoral collaboration among academia, government, and the private sector.  Likewise, that it promote the expansion and strengthening of economic and academic exchanges among member states through hemispheric initiatives such as the Americas Competitiveness Exchange and Americas Competitiveness Forum, which foster growth in innovation and entrepreneurship”; and 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT Annex I (Matrix with Strategic Lines and Objectives of the Pillars) to resolution AG/RES. 1 (LI-E/16) “Comprehensive Strategic Plan of the Organization” establishing under Objective 1.1. to “Enhance the capacity of member states’ institutions that support the design and implementation of policies and programs that encourage productivity…” and under Objective 1.2., “Increase regional cooperation, exchanges of knowledge, transfer of technology on mutually agreed terms and conditions, and intersectoral collaboration among and within member states in the areas of competitiveness, productivity, and innovation,”
RESOLVES:

1. To urge the highest-level competitiveness authorities in member states to take part in the X Americas Competitiveness Forum, scheduled to be held in Mexico City during the first week of October 2017 under the theme “Structural Reforms and Enterprise to Drive Competitiveness in the Americas.”
2. To request the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) to continue to support the Inter-American Competitiveness Network (RIAC) through such hemispheric initiatives as the Americas Competitiveness Exchange, the Group of Experts on Sub-National Competitiveness (GTECS), and the Americas Competitiveness Forum.
3. To encourage member states to contribute specific funds to sustain the work of the RIAC Technical Secretariat and to consider , within the 2018 budget of the General Secretariat of the Organization of the States (GS/OAS), options for strengthening SEDI’s capabilities in competitiveness.
4. To accept with gratitude the offer of the Government of Argentina, as Pro Tempore Chair of the RIAC and host of the XI Americas Competitiveness Forum in 2019.
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