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ANNEX:  BACKGROUND ON SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT MINISTERIAL MEETINGS

Taking advantage of the position of the Organization of American States (OAS) as the principal forum for political dialogue in the Americas, the sectoral meetings organized by the OAS are an ideal space for exchanging information, experiences, and good practices, and for identifying the priorities for action designed to strengthen government policies and programs in areas of special interest to the region, such as education, labor, culture, science and technology, sustainable development, tourism, and social development.
/
In this regard, it is important to point out that since the creation of the Inter-American Committee on Social Development in 1996 (originally called the Committee of Social Development)
/ to date, three Ministerial Meetings on Social Development (REMDES) have been held:  the first one took place in Reñaca, Chile in 2008; the second one in Cali, Colombia in 2010; and, the third in Asunción, Paraguay in 2016, after a hiatus of nearly six years,  The purpose of these forums is to promote inter-American dialogue  among the authorities on social development in the region, with a view to “promoting the formulation of policies and development of cooperation activities in the area of social development, especially to fight poverty and discrimination,”
/ with an emphasis on mechanisms to close the gaps. These meetings also provide an important space for examining progress and challenges in complying with mandates in the area of social development stemming from the Summits of the Americas, various instruments of the inter-American system, and agreements from previous social development Ministerials. 

In order to strengthen this forum within the OAS, the Secretariat for Access to Rights and Equity (SARE), through its Department of Social Inclusion, the Technical Secretariat of the Ministerial Process on Social Development, has assisted member states to reactivate the Inter-American Committee of Social Development (CIDES), which had not met since 2010. Reactivation of CIDES will make an effective contribution to following up on the commitments emanating from the Social Development Ministerials. To this end, it is key that member states agree to a work agenda in which they define concrete actions that effectively follow-up on compliance with the commitments emanating from the Social Development Ministerials. On November 9 and 10, CIDES met in Washington, D.C. after a 7-year lapse, re-activing its work on social development issues and regaining its leadership of the countries with the unanimous election of new officials for a two-year term, the results of which are as follows: the Government of Mexico through the Secretariat of Social Development holds the Chairmanship of CIDES, the Government of Paraguay through its Secretariat of Social Action holds the Vice-Chairmanship, and the Government of Guatemala through its Ministry of Social Development holds the Second Vice-Chairmanship. 

At the three social development Ministerial meetings held to date, the following cross-cutting issues were discussed:  the need to step up efforts to eradicate multidimensional poverty; the need to make headway towards creating comprehensive social protection systems; the need to strengthen income- and job-generating programs and to improve countries’ statistical capacity; the need to enhance the sustainability and effectiveness of social protection programs, and strengthen institutions responsible for social development on a national level; and, the need to improve the coordination and linkages among the various agencies and institutions working to promote social development in the region. Emphasis was also placed on the need to bolster the Inter-American Social Protection Network (IASPN), as a key mechanism for the exchange of knowledge, experience, and cooperation on issues related to social protection and policies to reduce poverty and inequality. 
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