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CONVOCATION OF THE EIGHTH REGULAR MEETING
 OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS

(Presented by the delegation of Colombia)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 2744 (XLII-O/12), “Seventh Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Ports,” and CIDI/RES.___ (___/O/13), “Convocation of the Eighth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Ports"; 
CONSIDERING:

That the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) is a committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), established by resolution AG/RES. 1573 (XXVIII-O/98), in accordance with Articles 93 and 77 of the Charter of the Organization of American States and Articles 5 and 15 of the CIDI Statutes, which had its inception in 1956, as the Inter-American Port Conference, and became the CIP in 1999; 

That it is made up of the highest national government port-sector authorities and serves as a permanent inter-American forum of the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) for increased hemispheric cooperation to develop the port sector, with active private-sector participation and collaboration;

That, in the context of an increasingly globalized economy, ports are a prerequisite for social inclusion in major economic activities and in society's access to services; and

That it is important to emphasize this political and economic moment for the member states in the port sector with the expansion of the Panama Canal, which will offer significant development opportunities, but also the challenge of increasing human, technological, and infrastructure capacities at ports in the Americas;
CONSIDERING ALSO:

That resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 117 (VII-12), “Lima Action Plan 2012-2013,” establishes the objectives of strengthening inter-American dialogue on ports, enhancing inter-American cooperation on port matters, and increasing the competitiveness of member states through its priority thematic areas, including port-related aspects of government policy, protection and security, sustainable management, competitiveness, and women in the port sector, among others;


That the Action Plan recognizes the CIP for its integrating ability at the regional and international levels, its capacity to bring about and coordinate cooperation, and its ongoing work to strengthen port development capacities, and, therefore, as the appropriate forum for discussing good practices and coordinating cooperation to develop the region's port sector;


That the ports of the Americas must prepare themselves and take into account the comparative and competitive advantages afforded by the expansion of the Panama Canal;

That the ports of the Americas must strengthen their application of and compliance with major international standards and agreements for the protection of the environment, the economy, physical security, and health; and

That the countries of the Americas must have an economically and environmentally sustainable port, maritime, and land infrastructure that is compatible with the new challenges posed by international commerce; and

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the National Government of Colombia, through the Vice Ministry of Infrastructure and the Superintendency of Ports and Transportation, has offered to host the eighth regular meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Ports and proposes that it be held in the city of Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, from September 10 to 13, 2013 (CIDI/INF.__/13),
RESOLVES:

1. To express appreciation for, and accept with pleasure, the offer by the Government of Colombia to hold the eighth regular meeting of the CIP and the fourteenth meeting of the Executive Board from September 10 to 13, 2013, in the city of Cartagena de Indias.
2. To call upon the member states to participate in this event by sending their highest authorities on ports.
3. To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to support the preparation and organization of the eighth regular meeting of the CIP and report to the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) on its outcome.
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