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REPORT OF THE TWENTIETH INTER-AMERICAN TRAVEL CONGRESS AND 
HOLDING OF THE TWENTY-FIRST INTER-AMERICAN CONGRESS OF MINISTERS 
AND HIGH-LEVEL AUTHORITIES OF TOURISM 

(Presented by the delegations of Ecuador and Honduras)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 2743 (XLII-O/12), “Report of the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress and Holding of the Twentieth Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism,” and CIDI/RES. 284 (XXII-O/12), “Approval of Statutes and Rules of Procedure for the Hemispheric Fund for Tourism”;

HAVING ALSO SEEN the Quito Consensus on Conscientious Tourism in the Americas (CIDI/TUR-XX/doc.5/12 rev. 1), and the report of the 20th Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism (CIDI/TUR-XX/doc. 12/13); 

HAVING SEEN:


The offer of the Government of Honduras to host the next Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism and the note from that government offering the city of San Pedro Sula as the venue for the 21st Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism on September 5 and 6, 2013 (CIDI/INF.12/13), and presenting the topic for that ministerial meeting:  “Geotourism for the Benefit of Communities”;

Resolution CIDI/RES. 285 (XXIV-O/13) “Convocation of the Twenty-first Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism”;

The offer of the delegation of Barbados during the 20th Inter-American Tourism Congress to host the 22nd Inter-American Congress;
CONSIDERING:


That the 19th Inter-American Travel Congress created the Hemispheric Fund for Tourism, with voluntary contributions and with the possibility of considering the participation of the private sector and of international agencies; that the Statutes (CIDI/doc. 23 rev. 1) and Rules of Procedure for the presentation of projects (CIDI/TUR-XX/doc.11 rev. 1) thereof were approved by means of resolution CIDI/RES. 284 (XXII-O/12); that the Schedule for the First Programming Cycle of the Hemispheric Fund for Tourism (CIDI/doc.23/12 rev. 1) was adopted by CIDI; and that, to date, contributions have been received from Barbados, Belize, Ecuador, El Salvador, Mexico, and Trinidad and Tobago;

That the First Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Tourism (CITUR), in order to operationalize Articles 19 and 39 of the CITUR Rules of Procedure as regards its associated members, approved the document “Guidelines for Incorporating Associate Members into CITUR,” CIDI/CITUR/doc.4/12 rev. 1, and that, accordingly, the Hotel and Tourism Association of Colombia (COTELCO) requested admission as an associate member of CITUR and that the Government of Colombia granted the corresponding assent;
RECOGNIZING:


That sustainable management in the tourism sector can enhance its capacity to yield major economic and social benefits that will contribute to the sustenance of families and local communities and to improving individual and collective standards of living;


That “Conscientious Tourism” is an emerging idea that is being discussed in international forums, that emphasizes the concepts of responsible, ethical, sustainable, and inclusive tourism, and that underscores the importance of the life experience that tourism represents; and that dialogue, cooperation, and consultation for continuing with the development of the “Conscientious Tourism” concept as an emerging approach among tourism sector stakeholders could have a fundamental and positive influence on the well-being of both sending and receiving communities; 


The holding of the on-line meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Tourism in order to design the FEMCIDI programming process in the area of tourism, through the results of which the proposing countries are currently presenting their final proposals. 

RESOLVES:

1. To endorse the Quito Consensus on Conscientious Tourism in the Americas (CIDI/TUR-XX/doc.5/12 rev. 1) and to thank the Government and people of Ecuador for hosting the 20th Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism and, in particular, the following instructions that it extended to the Inter-American Committee on Tourism (CITUR) and the OAS General Secretariat to follow up on the mandates handed down by the Inter-American Travel Congresses and, in particular, for it to: 

i. Prepare an annual work plan to provide an instrument for fostering the development of the tourism sector in the Americas. 

ii. Devise a strategy for promoting the participation of associate members in its activities, pursuant to Article 19 of the CITUR Rules of Procedure. 

iii. Prepare, under its annual work plan, a strategy for increasing voluntary contributions to the Hemispheric Fund for Tourism. 

iv. Report on the execution of Hemispheric Fund for Tourism to the 21st Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism. 

v. Promote, in coordination with the relevant areas of the OAS, the creation of mechanisms for sharing experiences with public policies and good practices, and for the strengthening, interconnecting, and following up on actions taken by the member states to prevent, combat, and eradicate all forms of human trafficking.

2. To thank the Government of Honduras for its offer to host the 21st Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism, to be held in San Pedro Sula, Honduras, on September 5 and 6, 2013, and to urge the tourism ministers and high authorities to attend the 21st Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism and, in addition and as appropriate, to promote civil society participation therein.

3. To instruct the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development to support the organization and preparatory process of the 21st Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism and to present an executive summary, as of August 30, 2013, on the activities undertaken to support the member states in promoting the sustainable development of tourism, during the period August 2012 to August 2013.

4. To express gratitude for the submission of projects for the Hemispheric Fund for Tourism and to ask the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development to present, as of July 30, 2013, a report on the status of execution of the Hemispheric Fund for Tourism’s First Programming Cycle.
5. To thank the contributions to the seed fund of Hemispheric Fund for Tourism made by the governments of Barbados, Belize, Ecuador, El Salvador, Mexico, and Trinidad and Tobago, and to invite the other member states, the private sector, and international agencies to consider making voluntary contributions to support, through this fund, those extremely poor communities that have tourism potential in their environments but cannot fully bring about its development. 

6. To invite the member states to continue making contributions to the Hemispheric Fund for Tourism and to ask them, on the occasion of the 21st Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism, to instruct the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development regarding its Second Programming Cycle. 

7. To request that CIDI report to the General Assembly, at its forty-fourth regular session, on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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