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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
HAVING SEEN:
Resolution AG/RES. 2586 (XL-O/10), “Inter-American Competitiveness Network,” adopted on June 8, 2010, at the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States, held in Lima, Peru; 

The Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009, adopted by resolution AG/RES. 2201 (XXXVI-O/06), which, in the Economic Diversification and Integration, Trade Liberalization, and Market Access section, establishes that, in this area, partnership for development activities focus, inter alia, on:  “Promoting cooperation to support activities that enhance the competitiveness of member states, particularly those with smaller economies, including a multilateral policy dialogue on the issue of competitiveness and the promotion of public-private partnerships”; 

Resolution AG/RES. 2741 (XLII-O/12), by which the term of Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009 was extended for one year, until December 31, 2013; 

The Communiqué of the Heads of State and Government of the Americas, gathered on the occasion of the VI Summit of the Americas, in the city of Cartagena, Colombia, on the holding of the VI Americas Competitiveness Forum (ACF): “Innovation for Prosperity” and the meetings of the Inter-American Competitiveness Network (RIAC);  and
CONSIDERING: 

That the Competitiveness Authorities and Councils of the Hemisphere, gathered on the occasion of the Annual Meetings of the RIAC and in the framework of the ACF of 2010, 2011, and 2012, “reaffirmed the need for the countries of the Hemisphere to have mechanisms for high-level dialogue to foster cooperation, policy discussion and review, the exchange of experiences and best practices, and the adoption of joint initiatives to strengthen the competitiveness of their economies and, thereby, the competitiveness of the Americas as a whole”;

That the RIAC, at its 2012 Annual Meeting, held in Cali, Colombia, welcomed Panama as Chair Pro Tempore and host of the VII Americas Competitiveness Forum (ACF), to be held 2013, confirmed Trinidad and Tobago as Chair Pro Tempore and host of the VIII ACF, to be held in 2014, and accepted the offers of Guatemala and Mexico to serve as Chairs Pro Tempore of the RIAC and hosts of the ACF to be held in 2015 and 2016, respectively; 

That the General Secretariat of the OAS has served as the Technical Secretariat of the RIAC since April 2011, and collaborates with other institutions that provide support to the RIAC, such as the Development Bank of Latin America (CAF), the Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the Global Federation of Competitiveness Councils (GFCC), the Compete Caribbean program, and other academic institutions and NGOs; and
That the Competitiveness Authorities and Councils, gathered on the occasion of the VI ACF, held in Cali, Colombia, expressed appreciation and requested support to enable the General Secretariat of the OAS to continue to serve as Technical Secretariat of the RIAC,
RESOLVES: 

1. To express its appreciation to the Dominican Republic and Colombia for their efforts and leadership as Chairs Pro Tempore of the RIAC and hosts of the V and VI Americas Competitiveness Forums and meetings of the RIAC in 2011 and 2012, respectively.

2. To thank the Republic of Panama for its work and leadership as Chair Pro Tempore of the RIAC in 2013 and host of the VII Americas Competitiveness Forum and meetings of the RIAC, to be held from October 2 to 4, 2013, in Panama City, Panama. 

3. To take note that Trinidad and Tobago will host the ACF and serve as Chair Pro Tempore of the RIAC in 2014, and of the acceptance of the offers of Guatemala and Mexico to host the IX and X Americas Competitiveness Forums and to serve as Chairs Pro Tempore of the RIAC in 2015 and 2016, respectively. 

4. To urge the member states to participate with their competitiveness authorities in the activities of the VII Americas Competitiveness Forum and meetings of the RIAC to be held in Panama City, from October 2 to 4, 2013. 

5. To request the General Secretariat of the OAS, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, in its capacity as Technical Secretariat, to continue to provide support for the holding of the upcoming Americas Competitiveness Forums and meetings of the RIAC. 

6. To urge the member states to support programs and initiatives to promote integration, cooperation, and partnership, and to enhance competitiveness and promote social development and sustainable economic growth with equity and social inclusion in the countries of the region, and to instruct the General Secretariat to lend support, as appropriate, to the member states in this effort. 

7. To request the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fifth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.  Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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