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STRENGTHENING OF MICRO, SMALL, AND MEDIUM-SIZED ENTERPRISES

(Presented by the Delegation of Belize)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 
HAVING SEEN:

Resolution AG/RES. 2741 (XXLII-O/12) that extended the term of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development for one year, until December 31, 2013.


Resolution AG/RES. 2089 (XXXV-O/05) “Strengthening of Micro, Small, and Medium-Sized Enterprises”

CONSIDERING:


That on the occasion of the VI Summit of the Americas held in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia,  the Heads of State and Government of the Americas, resolved: “To promote economic growth with equity and social inclusion by strengthening cooperatives, micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises, including cultural industries, in addition to grassroots economic initiatives and other production units, innovation, and competitiveness in the countries of the Americas” and “[to] promote and support, as appropriate, initiatives that expand the contribution of ICTs to innovation, entrepreneurship, productivity, competitiveness, the emergence of micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises, and economic growth, within the framework of sustainable development.”

That the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009 (in force through 2013) calls for promoting and supporting actions to facilitate the participation of micro, small and medium sized enterprises in domestic markets and international trade, and coordinating efforts in this direction, when pertinent, with the World Bank, the Inter-American Development Bank and other regional development banks, stressing the importance of opening new markets for SME goods and services. 
RESOLVES:

1. To urge member states to continue to strengthen micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs) so as to contribute to economic growth, job creation, and poverty alleviation in the countries of the Hemisphere.
2. To request the pertinent sectoral authorities to consider, during their ministerial meetings and/or meetings of the inter-American committees, the advisability of formulating policies and programs in support of micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises.

3. To instruct the General Secretariat to support, to the extent possible, efforts by member states aimed at strengthening the competitiveness of MSMEs for trade and development by:

a. Strengthening the institutional framework that support MSMEs, in particular by promoting their productivity, competitiveness, innovation and facilitating their access to markets;

b. Promoting the use by MSMEs of Internet resources and information and communication technologies, to improve quality management and marketing and to promote, accordingly, their association and participation in supply chains;

c. Transferring lessons learned and sharing best practices in order to help accelerate the development of MSMEs and job creation.


4.
To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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