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(Prepared by the Culture and Tourism Section of the Department of Economic Development)
The Hemispheric Fund for Tourism (FHT) was agreed on in the Declaration of San Salvador for Sustainable Tourism Development in the Americas, adopted on November 30th, 2011, as a financing and cooperation mechanism to support communities that live in extreme poverty and have tourism potential in their environment but cannot fully achieve development. Initially contributions were received from the Ministries of Tourism of Barbados, Belize, Ecuador, El Salvador, Mexico, and Trinidad and Tobago to provide the initial capital
.

By recommendation from the XX Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) approved the Statutes of the Hemispheric Fund for Tourism
 and the Rules of Procedure for the Presentation of Projects for the Hemispheric Fund for Tourism
. 

As of October 29th, 2015, the fund had a balance of $160,216.01.

For the First Programming Cycle six projects from four member states were received. The Culture and Tourism Section reviewed all the project profiles submitted by Member States to determine whether they were eligible under the provisions of the Statutes and Regulations of the FHT. Following the review all projects were deemed to comply with the provisions of the Statutes and Regulations of the FHT and were submitted to the Nonpermanent Specialized Committee (CENPE) for technical evaluation.
Due to technical difficulties encountered during the hosting of a virtual meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Tourism (CITUR) to adjudicate on the projects presented during the First Programming Cycle in July 2013, CIDI was asked to review and to approve the projects. On August 30, 2014, CIDI approved three projects presented by Barbados, El Salvador and Ecuador to be executed under the First Programming Cycle.

The projects for the first programming cycle presented by Barbados and El Salvador were successfully executed. The Ecuador Executing Agency did not sign the memorandum of execution, and therefore the project could not be executed. 

1) Barbados executed the Tour Guide Training Project for Historic Bridgetown and Its Garrison through a number of activities from January to November 2014. The FHT made a contribution of $25,000 while the coordinating country contributed $17,000.  The project was designed to facilitate the development of tours within Historic Bridgetown and its Garrison in order to ensure these tours meet requisite standards. The main activities undertaken by the project were the execution of a train-the-trainer program and the delivery of training and certification to tour guiding personnel to meet standards established by the World Federation of Tourist Guide Associations and the Barbados World Heritage Committee.  

In addition, through this project 185 miniature mahogany cannons were produced by a local manufacturer to reflect the history of Barbados’ military and the Historic Bridgetown and Its Garrison.

2) In December 2014, the Culture and Tourism Section received the results from the project “Entrepreneurial Capacity Strengthening of Indigenous Communities in Sonsonate Department, Republic of El Salvador, through Eco-tourism.” The FHT contributed $25,000 out of a total budget of $34,000. The El Salvador Ministry of Tourism and the Coordinating Association of Indigenous Communities of El Salvador (ACCIES) provided the remaining funding. The project benefited 48 indigenous leaders from six different indigenous communities around the Nahuat-Pipil route, through the implementation of workshops and exchange of experiences, the elaboration of project handbooks and a website, and the building of basic infrastructure for tourism. Thanks to these activities, the participants improved their innovation skills to take advantage of the available local resources, and raised awareness of the importance of cooperation in community-based projects. In sum, the beneficiaries boosted their capabilities as tourism entrepreneurs to exploit the tourism potential of the Nahuat-Pipil route

Following a mandate of the Declaration of Bridgetown on Tourism Competitiveness and Sustainability in the Americas, which entrusted the CITUR to continue with the arrangements for the Second Programming Cycle of the FHT, the Culture and Tourism Section of the Department of Economic Development as Technical Secretariat to CITUR initiated the call for proposal for the Second Programming Cycle. One project  -“Fortalecimiento de las Capacidades Locales en la Gestión de las Expresiones Creativas y Culturales de las Islas de la Bahía,” presented by Honduras was submitted for consideration. This project complied with the provisions of the Statutes and Regulations of the FHT and was sent to the CENPE for review.   Upon review, CENPE presented their recommendations to the CITUR Authorities.  Consistent with the Rules of Procedure of the FHT, the CIDI at its 50th regular meeting held on August 13, 2015, on behalf of the CITUR approved this project for execution in the amount of $25,000.


A financial statement of the fund is included below.

	Member State
	Contribution
	Contribution (minus ICR)

	Date and contribution 

	Belize
	$25,000.00
	$22,250.00
	Feb. 22, 2012: $10,000.00

	
	
	
	April 2, 2012: $10,000.00

	
	
	
	May 9, 2012: $5,000.00

	México
	$50,000.00
	$44,500.00
	April 19, 2012: $25,000.00

	
	
	
	April 4, 2013: $25,000.00

	Trinidad y Tobago
	$40,000.00
	$44,500.00
	April 1, 2012 

	El Salvador
	$25,000.00
	$22,500.00
	May 9, 2012

	Barbados
	$16,000.00
	$16,000.00
	July 24, 2015: $8,000.00

	
	
	
	May 13, 2015: $8,000.00

	Ecuador
	$50,000.00
	$44,500.00
	February 1, 2013

	Honduras
	$9,970.00
	$9,970.00
	May 6, 2013

	Nicaragua
	$14,000.00
	$14,000.00
	May 22, 2013: $4,000.00

	
	
	
	April 23, 2014: $5,000.00

	
	
	
	Feb. 20, 2015: $5,000.00

	Total 
	$229,970.00
	$209,070.00
	

	Executed Projects 
	
	$50,280.00
	

	Subtotal
	
	$158,790.00
	

	Interest 
	
	$1,426.01
	

	Total Available 
	
	$160,216.01
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�  ICR is not charged to member states for contributions under $20,000. Executive Order 07-01 Rev.1 





