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DRAFT ANNOTATED AGENDA FOR THE EIGHTH REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

(Approved at the 38th CIDI meeting held on May 22, 2014)

(November 14 and 15, 2013, OAS headquarters, Washington, D.C.)
1. Approval of the Draft Agenda, Draft Annotated Agenda and Draft Calendar

The Draft Agenda, Draft Annotated Agenda and Draft Schedule will be presented to the delegations for their consideration and adoption.  
2. Election of the authorities of COMCYT for the next period
The delegations participating in the Eighth Regular COMCyT Meeting will elect three officers to serve as Chair, First Vice-Chair, and Second Vice-Chair during the next term of office.  The election of officers will take place prior to the adjournment of the meeting.
3. Progress reports related to the Plan of Action of Panama 2012-2016:  Translational Science, Technology and Innovation:  Knowledge for Competitiveness and Prosperity
a. Report of the Office of the Chair of COMCYT

As COMCyT Chair, Mr. Rubén Berrocal, National Secretary of Science, Technology, and Innovation of Panama, will preside the meeting.  The COMCyT Chair will provide an overview of the progress made in implementing the Plan of Action of Panama in the member states. The national reports on successful initiatives requested from the countries will be the main source for this presentation.  
b. Report on the activities of the Office of Science, Technology and Innovation (OCTI) of the Department of Economic Development, Trade and Tourism

The OSTI will present a summary of its activities to follow up on the Plan of Action of Panama.  
c. National reports on successful practices in the in the area of the Plan of Action of Panama 2012-2016 (Sections I.A and I.B of the Plan of Action)
The COMCyT delegations will present successful practices carried out in their respective countries in the areas of the Panama Plan of Action, specifically Innovation; Human Resources Training and Education; National Quality Infrastructure; and Technological Development. 
d. Progress reports of the Coordinators of the Working Groups of the Plan of Action of Panama: Group 1. Innovation: Mexico; Group 2. Human Resources Training and Education: Argentina; Group 3. National Quality Infrastructure: Canada; Group 4: Technological Development: Colombia. (Sections III.A, III.B, and III.C)
The Working Group coordinators will deliver detailed presentations on activities carried out to date.
e. Opportunities for cooperation and coordination with other areas of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), particulary the Department of Economic Development, Trade, and Tourism and the Department of Human Development, Education and Culture.
The SEDI areas will make presentations on their work with the objective of exploring possibilities for cooperation to support implementation of the Plan of Action of Panama.
f. Civil society’s presentation of its recommendations to COMCYT
Civil society representatives will present recommendations to the member states to help implement Ministerial mandates.
4. Strategies and support measures to carry out the Plan of Action of Panama and next steps 
The Chair will promote a debate and exchange of ideas on strategies and concrete actions to support the activities of the Working Groups. These strategies and actions should include the allocation of economic resources to the Working Groups or the creation of contribution funds for each Group to support the organization of events and meetings (including travel costs, etc.).
 Delegations will be able to discuss next steps in the implementation of the Action Plan, including specific cooperation proposals.

5. Presentations by public and/or private sector institutions and civil society organizations

Diverse institutions of the public and/or private sectors and civil society organizations will have the opportunity to intervene briefly to inform on their activities in the context of the Working Groups and suggest possibilities for cooperation to support implementation of the Panama Plan of Action.
6. Progress report on FEMCIDI projects in science and technology
The Executive Secretariat for Integral Development will report on progress in the science-and-technology projects selected for FEMCIDI financing.

7. Fourth Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities in Science and Technology: Venue and date
The COMCYT Chair will promote an exchange of ideas on the Fourth Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology.
8. Recommendations of the Eighth Meeting of COMCyT
The OSTI will compile the conclusions of the meeting and present them to the delegations for their consideration.
9. Other business
Delegates will have the opportunity to bring up any other topic they wish to consider.
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�  “Member states should allocate the necessary economic, technical, and human resources to participate in meetings of the working groups.  In addition, member states should endeavor to contribute or help locate funds to cover specific activities, such as workshops, meetings, videoconferences, etc., as required by the working groups.





With the support of the Technical Secretariat, the COMCyT Chair and the leader of each working group will invite the relevant regional and international organizations and other potential donors and partners to participate, make voluntary contributions, and provide financing mechanisms to support activities, projects, and programs resulting from the implementation of this plan.”   Plan of Action of Panama 2012-2016  











